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It has been eight long years since the Cool Growing Orchid Society was born from the 

ashes of the Orange County Branch of the Cymbidium Society.  The transition worked out 

very well, but the last couple of years have been especially tough. In that period there 

has been a long pandemic and a move of meeting place.  In spite of the Santa Ana Zoo 

offering us wonderful meeting places, we have lost most of our former members and 

have not been able to attract many new members. 
 

Therefore, this will be the last Newsletter under the Banner of the Cool Growing Orchid 

Society which will be disbanded on June 30, 2022. 
 

However, the Show must go on.  That is the Fascination of Orchids Show that is slated 

for the last weekend of the September.  The Show has been responsible for much of the 

financial needs of the Society since its inception and will now assume all responsibilities. 
 

We will be dropping the name of the Cool Growing Orchid Society and replace all activi-

ties under the Fascination of Orchids banner.  Theo Johnson, the President of the Fasci-

nation of Orchids will be assuming the lead role.  We still plan to have monthly meetings 

in the format that we have been. We are still planning, at this time, to have a BBQ on July 

2.  Theo will be giving more information on all of this at the June Meeting.  In a sense, 

only the name will be changed.  This will release some expenses and activities that have 

been spent in maintaining the entity of CGOS. 
 

Our June meeting will feature an AOS Webinar staring one of our favorite speakers, Fred 

Clarke.  He will be speaking on the Aussie Dendrobiums.  We will also have a Plant Table 

from Sunset Valley Orchids. 
 

I will not be at the June Meeting, but I am sure that you will enjoy Fred’s presentation 

and Plant Table. 
 

Happy Growing. 

 

Tony 

President’s Message 
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June 4 Program 

 

PHOTOS FROM THE MAY MEETING 

An AOS Webinar.  “Our friends down under have been breeding their native Dendrobiums and cre-
ating some fantastic flowers, the word is out!   Aussie Dens are easy to grow, tolerant of heat and 
cold, have fragrant flowers, and re-bloom from the old bulbs!!!  They grow well with Cattleyas and in 
frost free areas they are perfect plants for the shade house.  In conclusion, we cover the ‘best prac-
tices’ for growing these remarkable plants. “ 

Fred Clarke has been growing orchids for 40 years and has been hybridizing for 37 of those years. 
With over 35 years as a professional grower and manager in the horticultural industry, Fred applies 
these skills at his orchid nursery; Sunset Valley Orchids, located in San Diego, California.   

He is a passionate orchid grower whose curiosity in orchids is broad and varied. Although develop-
ing Cattleya hybrids has been his sustaining interest, he is also actively creating new Aussie Den-
drobium and Paphiopedilum hybrids.  

His pioneering work in Catasetum intergeneric hybrids led to the development of several notable 
hybrids, most recently the grex, Fredclarkeara After Dark, which produced “the blackest flower ever 
witnessed”.  This grex has received eight FCC’s, eight AM’s and the coveted ‘Award of Distinction’ 
on the first flowers shown for judging! 

Fred is an Accredited Judge in the Pacific South Judging Region. His plants have received hun-
dreds of quality awards from the American Orchid Society.  
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From Gisela Ferolito 

Editor’s Notes 

After a brief taste of summer, we now have the typical May 

gray/June gloom. It is great orchid weather, and the plants 

are putting on a 

show.  The next 

newsletter will 

have the Fascina-

tion of Orchids 

masthead, but I’ll 

still be showing 

you what’s bloom-

ing. 

I still have bloom-

ing Cymbidiums.  

Several have 

Cym. madidum in 

their ancestry. 

Here are a few 
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Laelia (Cattleya) Zip   

(L.aelia  [Cattleya] milleri x tenebrosa ) 
Laelia  Zip remade by Sunset Valley Orchids, with select 

parents. (L. tenebrosa ‘None Darker’ x L. milleri  ‘Dr. 

Koopowitz Red HCC/AOS) 

Labeled “Encyclia tampensis” but  it 

isn’t. It looks like Encyclia belizensis 

ssp. parviflorum or more likely a  

hybrid of it.  Here is E. tampensis for 

comparison. 

Cym. Pee Wee 

(madidum x 

floribundum) 

E tampensis 
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examples. Cym. Kuranda just opened, and it will be 

with me until around the end of June.  

There are so many Cattleyas that grow well outside. 

Laeliocattlea (Cattleya) Stonehouse is a classic. It 

isn’t going to win any awards for form with its floppy 

petals and narrow dorsal sepal. But that huge lip is 

an eye-grabber, and its flower-power is hard to beat.  

One of its ancestors is  Cattleya mossiae .  The typical 

form is lavender, this is the semi-alba. They grow in 

the same area of my yard, 

My vigorous, ever-faithful Epi. lacustre ‘Wow Fireworks’ 

AM/AOS, is in full bloom.  It’s something of a beast… 

the photo shows two divisions of it, each in a 2-gallon 

pot, hanging next to each other.  I had to divide it to 

keep it in pots that I can lift.  It needs full sun (so it 

hangs up high with the L. anceps) but also sopping wet.  

To maintain the moisture, most of the pot is filled with 

sphagnum, just filled in around sides and top with bark. 

But if it doesn’t get intense sun, the colors are some-

what washed out. 

Cym. Kuranda 

(madidum x suave) 

Cym. Devon Railway  

(Kuranda x devonianum) 

Lc. Stonehouse ‘Leonard’ 

Cattleya mossiae 

f. semi-alba 



Roberta Fox, 

Editor 
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Several deciduous Dendrobiums 

that come from the mountains of 

southeast Asia, China and the Hima-

layas are blooming now.  I don’t dry 

them out in winter but being mostly 

mounted, they dry quickly.  I suspect 

that cool weather is at least as 

much of a trigger for blooming as 

the usually-prescribed dry period. They bloom! 

Not often seen, but grows easily is Eulophia speci-

osa.  It comes from a wide area of eastern and 

southern Africa, all the way to the Cape, and grows 

in sandy soils. I have it growing in pure sand.  I had 

been drying it in winter, but last winter I didn’t and 

it put out lots more new growth.  Lesson learned.  

Angraecum germinyanum is just plain fun, 

with its spidery flowers.  It is in a 6 inch 

basket, but has mostly extended well be-

yond its confines, so the flowers float in 

the breeze.  I grow it shady and damp.  

Epi. lacustre ‘Wow Fireworks’ 

AM/AOS 

Den. aphyllum  

ssp. latifolium 

(Den. pierardii) 

Den. loddigesii Den dickasonii 

Den. wilsonii 

Eulophia  

speciosa 
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• Sunset Valley Orchids Open House 

June 4, 2022 9 AM—4 PM 

1255 Navel Pl., Vista 

Info: (760) 500-5673 or (760) 310-0778 

• Andy’s Orchids Summer Open House 

June 17-19, 2022; 10 AM—4 PM 

734 Ocean Ave., Encinitas 

Info: www.andysorchids.com 

• Orchids in the Park Show and Sale (San Diego) 

July 30-31, 2022; Saturday 12:00 PM—6 PM (early bird sales 10 AM), Sunday 10 AM—4 PM 
Balboa Park’s Casa del Prado, Room 101 (Near the Natural History Museum) 

Info: www.sdorchids.com 

• Orchids in the Park (San Francisco) 

July 30-31, 2022; 10 AM—5 PM 
San Francisco County Fair Building, 1199 9th Ave., San Francisco 

Info: www.orchidsanfrancisco.org 

• South Bay Orchid Society Show and Sale 

September 17-18, 2022; 10 AM—4 PM 
Palos Verdes Art Center, 5504 Crestridge Road, Rancho Palos Verdes 

Info: www.southbayorchidsociety.com 

• Fascination of Orchids International Show and Sale 

September 23-25  2022; 10 AM—4 PM 

Santa Ana Zoo at Prentice Park, 1801 E. Chestnut Drive. Santa Ana 

Info: www.ocorchid.com 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

See the Events page for further details 

Angraecum germinyanum 

https://fascinationoforchids.com/orchidevents.html


These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

Andy's Orchids 

Contact: Andy Phillips 

760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com 

www.andysorchids.com 

Cal Orchid 

Contact: James & Lauris Rose 

805-967-1312  

www.calorchid.com 

Diamond Orchids 

Contact: Peter Lin 

909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 

www.diamondorchids.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 

Contact: Theodore Johnson 

(714) 979-5887 

Ruben Colmenares 

562-519-2433 

Rco90808@gmail.com  

Sorella Orchids 

Contact: Nenita Sorella 

360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 

Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 

800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 

www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 

Contact: Fred Clarke 

760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 

www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 


