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President’s Message
As 2022 speeds by, we have now come to May with its longer and warmer days and
nights. Now, if we could only have some rain. We know that re-potting, watering and fertilizing demands are increasing this month, but do come to our May 7th Meeting to learn
a little and join your peers and see some great blooms.
I hope that you enjoyed and even learned something from my presentation on
Phalaenopsis last month. It is certainly my favorite house plant and perhaps it is yours
also. It only asks for a little care and will reward us with bloom for many months to enjoy
in our homes.
May will bring us an AOS Webinar on Sarcochilus, the Australian Miniature Orchid, presented by Jean Allen Ikeson. Sarcochilus species are mostly epiphytic, although some
grow on rocks and others might be classified as semiterrestrial.
There is such a wealth of information and helpful hints on the AOS Webinars delivered
by experts in their field. I am thoroughly enjoying them and hope that you are also.
We are always looking for suggestions on future topics to be discussed at our monthly
meeting. Please let me know what you would especially like to hear.
I am also looking forward to seeing your Show N Tell exhibits and hearing how you are
accomplishing the incredible blooming of them. Also looking forward to another Plant
Table Raffle.
Hopefully, the Covid virus problems are all behind us, but please continue to exercise
common sense and caution.
Hope to see you at the May 7 th indoor Meeting. In the meantime, happy growing.
Tony
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May 7 Program

An AOS Webinar. Jean Allen-Ikeson will present an overview of the species

and hybrid directions of these popular monopodial orchids.

PHOTOS FROM THE APRIL MEETING
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From Gisela Ferolito

Cymbidium Langleyense

Ansellia africana ‘Garden Party

Dendrobium Rainbow Dance

Guaricattonia Blood Moon
[Cattlianthe (Lc) Rojo x
Guaritonia (Cattleytonia) Why Not]
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Editor’s Notes
I still have quite a few Cymbidiums blooming, the Sarcochilus are starting to put on a show. And there is so
much more… Everywhere I turn, there are more orchids
welcoming spring.

the modern hybrids. Sarco. fitzgeraldii has a wide
range of color forms, with varying amounts of pink,
giving the hybridizers a varied palette to work with .
Sarcochilus hartmannii

Cym. Black Forest ‘Dark Spirit has a velvety texture on
Cym. Black Forest
‘Dark Spirit’

Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii
(two examples)

both the petals/sepals and the impossibly dark lip.
The photograph does not do it justice. Cym. Procol
Harum is vigorous, with a lovely picotee.
The Sarcochilus species Sarco. hartmannii and Sarco. fizgeraldii are the principal ancestors of most of
Cym. Procol Harum

And here is Sarcochilus Kulnura Symphony, a complex
hybrid of modern breeding—it is 95% Sarco. hartmannii
and Sarco. fitzgeraldii, just a bit of other species in the
mix. But there
are generations of selected crosses to
get this brilliant hybrid.

Sarcochilus
Kulnura Symphony
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This is the blooming time for the nobile-type Denrobiums. In
general, they want to be somewhat drier in winter, but not
completely dry. But I never moved mine out of the way of the
sprinklers this winter, and still got an excellent blooming. I
suspect that “cold” is at least as important as “dry” to trigger
blooming.
Dendrobium Fortune
Guarianthe (Cattleya)
aurantiaca ‘Lemon Drop’

Cattleya intermedia is also
blooming now,
growing easily
outside. It has
quite a few color
forms, including
the peloric variety aquinii that is
in many splashpetal hybrids.
Here we have
have C. intermedia f. amethystina (top) and f.
coerulea
(bottom).

Another species in the Cattleya group that is
blooming now is Guarianthe (Cattleya) aurantica. The typical form is bright orange, and this
example also has interesting spots. Another
form is brilliant yellow.

Leptotes is yet another genus in the Cattleya group
that grows well outside.
Mine get strong early morning sun, then filtered sun or
bright shade the rest of the
day. For me, they grow
Guarianthe (Cattleya)
aurantiiaca ‘Spots’
much better mounted, with
little or no moss, though
other people grow them in moss if kept much
warmer (like indoors) A very adaptable group of
charming little plants from Brazil.

Leptotes
bicolor
Leptotes unicololor

Roberta Fox,
Editor
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
See the Events page for further details
•

San Gabriel Valley Orchid Hobbyists Orchid Auction
May 11, 2022; 6 PM Preview, 7 PM Auction Begins
Los Angeles County Arboretum, 301 N. Baldwin Ave, Arcadia
Info: www.sgvoh.org

•

2022 PhalPhanatics Phalaenopsis Symposium
May 14-15, 2022
The Huntington Library, Art Museum, and Botanical Gardens and Norman's Orchids
Info: https://phalfanatics.wildapricot.org/event-4700463

•

Andy’s Orchids Summer Open House
June 17-19, 2022; 10 AM—4 PM
734 Ocean Ave., Encinitas
Info: www.andysorchids.com

•

Orchids in the Park Show and Sale (San Diego)
July 30-31, 2022; Saturday 12:00 PM—6 PM (early bird sales 10 AM), Sunday 10 AM—4 PM
Balboa Park’s Casa del Prado, Room 101 (Near the Natural History Museum)
Info: www.sdorchids.com

•

Orchids in the Park (San Francisco)
July 30-31, 2022; 10 AM—5 PM
San Francisco County Fair Building, 1199 9th Ave., San Francisco
Info: www.orchidsanfrancisco.org

•

South Bay Orchid Society Show and Sale
September 17-18, 2022; 10 AM—4 PM
Palos Verdes Art Center, 5504 Crestridge Road, Rancho Palos Verdes
Info: www.southbayorchidsociety.com

•

Fascination of Orchids International Show and Sale
September 24-25, 2022
Santa Ana Zoo at Prentice Park, 1801 E. Chestnut Drive. Santa Ana
Info: www.ocorchid.com
Leptotes pohlitinocoi

These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.
Please support them with your business. When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of
our society. They need to know that our Society supports them.
Andy's Orchids
Contact: Andy Phillips
760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com
www.andysorchids.com

Cal Orchid
Contact: James & Lauris Rose
805-967-1312
www.calorchid.com

Diamond Orchids
Contact: Peter Lin
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com
www.diamondorchids.com

Fascination of Orchids Inc.
Contact: Theodore Johnson
(714) 979-5887

Ruben Colmenares
562-519-2433
Rco90808@gmail.com

Sorella Orchids
Contact: Nenita Sorella
360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com
www.sborchid.com

Sunset Valley Orchids
Contact: Fred Clarke
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com

