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Hope that everyone had a nice Thanksgiving in spite of it all.  The Lock Down con-

tinues to haunt us as it prevents us being with others whom we care for including 

our fellow CGOS Members.  It has been a very hard road to contend with and un-

fortunately the end is not clearly in sight.  We must continue to be careful and 

hope for the best as this horrible 2020 comes to a close.  Needless to say, there 

will not be any Holiday Celebration at CGOS this year.  However, the Board has 

voted to extend the Membership of all that paid for 2020 to continue until the 

end of 2021 without any further payment.  Looking forward to getting together in 

2021. 

Thanks for continuing to send your pictures to Roberta so, at least, we can see 

the result of your efforts at achieving beautiful blooming plants.  As the weather 

has turned much cooler and the days much shorter, it takes some extra care to 

produce those magnificent blooms. 

I am still hoping that we can get some more interest in having some virtual meet-

ings.  Many clubs have been very successful at doing so and I would like to do 

something to keep the CGOS family together and share our stories.  Please send 

a note to me, tonyg@fascinationoforchids.com,  stating that you would be inter-

ested.  Doing such a meeting with only a few participants does not seem worth-

while.  Hope to hear from you stating your interest and support. 

Wishing everyone a wonderful and Happy Holiday Season and especially a much 

brighter, happier and healthier 2021. 

Stay safe. 

Happy Growing,  

Tony 

President’s Message 

mailto:tonyg@fascinationoforchids.com
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Really tricky to photograph, to capture that 

delicate pastel coerulea color. 
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From Cheryl Di Donna 

Laeliocattleya Indigo Love v. coerulea ‘SVO’ x  

Cattleya Valentine v. coerulea ‘Billy B’ 

Phal Tying Shin Fly Eagle 'Panda' x tetraspis var Green 'Norman's 

Jade'  

Two cultivars of the same cross.  This has been named: Phal. Miki Fly Eagle C1 

From Tony Glinskas 
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Editor’s Notes 

It’s normal for orchid-acquiring opportunities to slow 

down in December, but it’s not normal to not have 

shows to look forward to as spring approaches.  But, 

nearly all of our favorite vendors have an online pres-

ence.  If you haven’t bought orchids from your favorite 

vendors’ websites, and even explored some who 

don’t generally make it to the West Coast, what are 

you waiting for?  It is delightful to have your new or-

chids show up at the front door.  

The way to always have orchids in bloom is to acquire 

them at different times of the year.  There’s always 

something in season!  A few Cymbidiums are bloom-

ing, but many of the rest are in spike.  It is time to 

survey your collection and stake those spikes for a 

fantastic display in a month or two or three. 

For the moment, the spotlight goes to Laelia anceps 

and its hybrids. Laelia Finckeniana, a primary hybrid 

of L. anceps x L. albida, has smaller flowers than L. 

anceps, but lots more of them.  They are just as easy 

to grow— best hanging, in bright light, in baskets with 

minimal media.   

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

Laelia rubescens needs a bit more shade than L. an-

ceps, but otherwise grows under similar conditions. 

Mine are all mounted.  The downside is that the flow-

ers are short-lived, but they form a graceful cloud 

while in bloom.  The semi-alba form is in spike, likely 

to bloom next month.  

The queen of the Cattleya tribe for this season is Catt-

leya percivaliana.  Mine grow with polycarbonate over-

head protection from rain, but seem to have no prob-

lem with the cold. 

Laelia Finckeniana 

Laelia anceps 

f. alba 

Laelia anceps (‘Helen’ x 

Mendenhall type) 



Editor’s Notes, from Page 3 

I grow my Catasetinae outside through spring, summer, 

and fall, but they’re in the greenhouse now since nights 

have gotten quite cold. I keep them in when night tem-

peratures are below 55 deg F or so.  Some have already 

started to go dormant, but most still have big leaves, 

making it quite crowded.  As they lose their leaves it will 

won’t be so tight.  Next year I am going to have a big pot-

ting job because the growth this year was spectacular.  I 

don’t know if it was the weather, or a bit of extra atten-

tion, but it was a great year for this group.  There are a 

few that could yet spike, even after losing leaves. Right 

now,  Mormodes Mark Mills has two 24-inch spikes, put-

ting on a good show. It gave me a bit of a scare… just as 

the buds were opening, I noticed a large number of green 

aphids on them!  I sprayed vigorously, cleaned them off, 

and seem to have caught it in time. 

Generally, when we talk about “blue” orchids we really 

mean “coerulea”, which is lavender with a blue blush. 

Blue is a fairly rare color in the plant world  generally, 

even more so among 

orchids.  That makes 

Cleisocentron gokusingii, 

a native of Borneo, quite 

Laelia rubescens f. rosea 

Cattleya percivaliana 

Mormodes Mark Mills 
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Roberta Fox, Editor 

special.  The color ranges from blue-gray or slate 

blue in warm weather to almost blue-green when it is 

cooler.  It comes from high elevations, and grows out-

side, in shade. It also blooms several times a year, 

but this time it produced a particularly nice flush 

bloom. 

Here is a Cymbidium whose name will resonate with 

many of you… Cym. Memoria Neal Crosswhite, (Cym. 

erythraeum x ensifolium).  It was named by Charles 

“Butch” Wekerley-Thrun and Pat Rowland, for  their 

friend Neal who died far too young.   

I was pleasantly surprised to find Paph. spicerianum 

blooming.  I had almost lost the plant several years 

ago, and while it revived, it grew slowly, had not 

bloomed for a very long time.  I had forgotten how 

totally cute it is.  I include my hand  to show how 

small it is.  The staminode is so colorful!. 

To finish, here is an unusual species, Ceratostylis 

retisquama.  It has a reputation as a warm grower, 

but when I bought it (on the ‘net), the seller indicated 

that it grew cool to warm.  I asked him “How cool has 

it been growing?” The response was that his green-

house went down to the mid-40’s F . Cool enough for 

Cymbidium Memoria 

Neal Crosswhite 

Paphiopedilum 

spicerianum 

me… I got it last January, so it got half a winter outside, 

and then the last few weeks we have had  nights in the 

low 40’s.  It was in bloom right through the cold snap, no 

problem.  It blooms repeatedly throughout the year. Flow-

ers lasted 3 weeks with the cold and dry, now I see more 

on the way. 

Ceratostylis retisquama 

(rubra) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Check out The Events page at https://fascinationoforchids.com/orchidevents.html for a listing of Fascination of 

Orchids vendors who are selling orchids online and will be happy to ship your purchases to your door.  In addition 

to those, our auction donor vendors listed below are also selling plants online.  Help our Vendors through these 

difficult times! 

•  Sunset Valley Orchids December Open House Sale 

Virtual Open House online from Tuesday December 8 to Thursday December 10 

www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com,  

Delivery will be December 15 or 16, just in time for Christmas.  

All plants will receive at least a 15% discount in addition to the “quantity” discount schedule and 

AOS discount.  Check out the details on our Events page.  

• Andy’s Orchids Winter Open House 

December 11-13, 10 AM to 4 PM 

734 Ocean View Ave., Encinitas 

Info:  www.andysorchids.com 

Check out the details on our Events page. 

These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

Andy's Orchids 

Contact: Andy Phillips 

760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com 

www.andysorchids.com 

Cal Orchid 

Contact: James & Lauris Rose 

805-967-1312  

www.calorchid.com 

Diamond Orchids 

Contact: Peter Lin 

909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 

www.diamondorchids.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 

Contact: Theodore Johnson 

(714) 979-5887 

Ruben Colmenares 

562-519-2433 

Rco90808@gmail.com  

Sorella Orchids 

Contact: Nenita Sorella 

360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 

Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 

800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 

www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 

Contact: Fred Clarke 

760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 

www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 




