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Happy October as the Malls push the Holiday Season ever closer.  The days are now 

shorter, but the days have been warm and the orchids are blooming in spite of the lock-

downs.  Perhaps the plants are doing a little better with the availability of our extra time 

to water and feed.   

This is the time of year where we would be gushing over with stories from the Fascina-

tion of Orchids Show.  However, after 39 years of having a Show every year, 2020 is go-

ing by without one.  I have been to most of them and sorely miss going this time.  We 

would also be talking about an Orchid Auction, which we had pushed into October.  Un-

fortunately, the Auction, along with the Show and Meetings are just not to be.  Hopefully, 

2021 will be kinder.  

We still do not have a real date to restart Meetings.  We could have an outside meeting 

with stringent rules, but I do not think that it is worth the risk.  Most of us are in a seg-

ment of the population that just cannot afford the risk of contracting a deadly virus.   

We still want to see your plants 

and hear from our Members on 

how they and their plants are 

doing.  You are greatly missed!  

Send us your pictures and sto-

ries to share…. 

Stay safe. 

Happy Growing 

Tony 

President’s Message 

@
T
o

n
y G

lin
s
k

a
s
 Prosthechea (Encyclia) 

radiata 
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Editor’s Choice 

Tony sent a photo of a really interesting hybrid, Schom-

burgkia (Myrmecophila) tibicinis x Cattleya violacea.  Mcp. 

tibicinis has a very long spike, “wavy” petals and a broad 

lip—and is very cold-tolerant.  C. violacea has typical Cattle-

ya form, and grows in very warm climates.  I saw them on 

my Brazil trip to the Amazon. In fact, even in a greenhouse 

it’s a challenge since most of us don’t heat them above 60 

deg. F in winter and that’s not warm enough for this spe-

cies.  However, it is clear that the hybrid  inherited the cold 

tolerance of Mcp. tibicinis (and shorter spike from the C. 

violacea). It grows outside. The hybrid has been registered 

as Myrmecocattleya (Schombocattleya ) RIO'S Majestic. For 

reference, here are photos of the two parents… one won-

ders what the hybridizer was thinking to come up with this 

unusual combination. 
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Myrmecophila (Schomburgkia) tibicinis x Cattleya violacea 

Mcp. tibicinis C. violacea (in situ) 

From Gisela Ferolito 

Also from Tony 

Dendrobium (Tosca x Rutherford Starburst' Red Wine') x 

Royal Vista ‘SVO- 3' 

Epicattleya Joseph Roman  

‘Roman Holiday’ 

“Sadly, broke off 7 buds the other day… “  Still nice!  



Page 3 

Editor’s Notes 

For us humans in lockdown, the days and weeks and 

months just run together, with few markers. The or-

chids are in tune with the changing seasons. Observe 

and listen to your plants, and they will give you a ref-

erence point. The earliest Cymbidiums have already 

bloomed, but now I’m seeing spikes on the fall bloom-

ers—spikes big enough to stake. They sneak up on 

you … take a look, it’s time to start paying attention to 

them. It’s going to be a great fall and winter for the 

Laelia anceps and relatives—I have a forest of spikes 

and a few are showing signs of getting ready to bloom  

within the next month or so. Typical for the season, 

the weather is all over the map so watering can’t be 

on autopilot. Nights are starting to cool off… when the 

days are also cool, maybe skip a day of watering. 

When it is hot (as it is as I write this) it’s back to sum-

mer watering—every day,  maybe an extra drink for 

the mounted plants in the afternoon. I have a bumper 

crop of Catasetinae. A few were in last month’s news-

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

letter,  this month has brought more to share.  

More From Gisela  

Brassocattleya Little Mermaid ‘Janet’ 

Oncidium (Gomesa) varicosum ‘Baldin’ 

Catasetum 

Melana Davison 



Editor’s Notes, from Page 3 

They will stay outside for another 6-8 weeks, until nights 

get below about 55 deg F. Some will have started to go 

dormant by then, so they’ll take up less greenhouse 

space.  In the absence of a greenhouse, they can easily 

spend winter in the house, where they need no attention 

at all. 

When the (male) Catasetum flowers start to fade, they 

drop their pollinia all over the floor… time for them to 

move back to the growing area. (They’re a challenge to 

bring to meetings, the jostling that they get tends to 

shake loose the pollinia, shortening the life of the flow-

ers.) 

Catasetum (gladiatorum x barbatum) is just plain 

weird.  I love it. 

Catasetums have dramatically different male and 

female flowers. The technical term is “sexual dimor-

phism”.  A plant can produce either one, or both 

though usually on different spikes.  This one, though, 

is a perfect illustration of the concept. One lone male 

with his “harem” of  females.  

This is also bloom time for some Miltonias.  This ex-

ample of Miltonia moreliana (was Milt. spectabilis 

var. moreliana but is now considered a separate spe-

cies) has particularly large and nicely-formed flowers. 

Catasetum Frilly Doris 

Catasetum 

(gladiatorum x 

barbatum) 

Ctsm. Donna Wise 

(dimorphic) 

Miltonia moreliana 

‘Candella’s Delight’ 

AM/AOS 
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Roberta Fox, Editor 

Also blooming now is Miltonia regnellii.  In addition to 

the typical color, there is also an aurea form. The 

typical one is bigger and has nicer form, but I do love 

the color contrast of the aurea.  In this photo, both 

are just getting started, but were positioned so that I 

could show both forms to illustrate the differences. 

Both are very floriferous, and will be in bloom for at 

least another month. 

Miltonia regnellii 

Typical and aurea forms 

Cattleya labiata grows very nicely outside.  I do have 

it under a polycarbonate cover to protect from winter 

rain, but cold is no problem. This is the rubra form.  

Cattleya labiata 

f. rubra 

Stanhopeas  remind us to live in the moment. Watch as 

the buds get bigger and bigger until they pop open with a 

burst of perfume. The flowers look otherworldly. Then, in a 

couple of days, they’re gone. A larger plant has several 

inflorescences, which may bloom over several days, which 

extends the show. Stan. wardii is a very reliable feature of 

the season.   

Stanhopea wardii 
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

Andy's Orchids 

Contact: Andy Phillips 

760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com 

www.andysorchids.com 

Cal Orchid 

Contact: James & Lauris Rose 

805-967-1312  

www.calorchid.com 

Diamond Orchids 

Contact: Peter Lin 

909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 

www.diamondorchids.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 

Contact: Theodore Johnson 

(714) 979-5887 

Ruben Colmenares 

562-519-2433 

Rco90808@gmail.com  

Sorella Orchids 

Contact: Nenita Sorella 

360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 

Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 

800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 

www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 

Contact: Fred Clarke 

760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 

www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

ANNOUNCEMENTS— * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events 

Check out The Events page at https://fascinationoforchids.com/orchidevents.html for a listing of Fascination of 

Orchids vendors who are selling orchids online and will be happy to ship your purchases to your door.  In addition 

to those, our auction donor vendors listed below are also selling plants online.  Help our Vendors through these 

difficult times! 

• Orchid Digest International Speakers Day—a Virtual Experience* 

October 31, 2020: 9:30 AM—2:30 PM PDT  

Live speakers via Webinar. 

Register at www.orchiddigest.org, $30 

Speakers include Lourens Grobler, Afri Orchids, Pretoria, South Africa; Andrea Niessen, Orquideas del Valle, Cali, Colom-

bia; Lou Jost, EcoMinga Foundation, Baños, Ecuador; and Alek Zaslawski, AWZ Orquídeas, Vitória, Brazil.  

• Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Fall Open House 

November 7-8 ?? (Do check website closer to the dates to verify) 

1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara 

Info: https://www.sborchid.com 

 


