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Diamonds in the Rough:  

The Orchids of Chapada Diamantina, Brazil  
  

Ron Kaufmann 

Our speaker in November will be Ron Kaufmann, chair of the San Diego County Orchid 

Society Conservation Committee and a founding director of the Orchid Conservation Alli-

ance.  Ron has been growing orchids for almost 25 years and has travelled extensively 

to view orchids in the wild in Asia and South America, particularly Brazil, Ecuador and 

Colombia.  His talk titled "Diamonds in the Rough: The Orchids of Chapada Diamantina, 

Brazil " will describe a trip to the Brazilian state of Bahia in search of Cattleyas that grow 

on rocks and other orchids from this fascinating and beautiful region . 

He is a marine biologist by training, and his scientific work includes studies of Antarctic 

and deep-sea ecosystems as well as marine communities in coastal Southern California.  

His orchid collection began with a reedstem Epidendrum and progressed to a diverse 

assemblage that contains mostly species orchids. Ron 

grows most of his orchids in a 36 x 24 foot greenhouse and 

several outdoor shade-covered areas around his house in 

San Diego . Ron has a long-standing interest in conserva-

tion and has been a member of the SDCOS Conservation 

Committee for more than 20 years and chair since 2004.  

Since 1991, the Conservation Committee has awarded 

nearly $250,000 to support projects in 23 different coun-

tries.  Ron also helped to found the Orchid Conservation 

Alliance and serves on the boards of the OCA and Orchid 

Digest, as well as the American Orchid Society Conserva-

tion Committee. 

 Cattleya elongata 

©João de Deus 

Medeiros 
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President’s Message 

Speaker’s Choice 

October speaker David Toyoshima selected Catt-

leya Mary Lynn McKenzie, grown by Kayoko 

Nebrig, as his Speaker’s Choice plant.  This is a 

beautifully-grown classic white Cattleya. In an 

earlier era, this would have been grown as a 

“corsage” orchid. Kayoko grows this outside in 

her back yard.  

This hybrid is 25% Cattleya trianae and 50% 

Cattleya mossiae (clearly the alba forms), the 

balance C. gaskelliana and C. warneri. These two 

major components are both quite cold-tolerant, 

It is November and time for the Pie-A-Thon!  Grab 

those recipes or pies from your favorite store and 

bring them to the Meeting.  Everyone will have a 

chance to sample some great culinary delights 

and perhaps our expert judging will reward you. 

Thanks to David Toyoshima and his talk last 

month on the Cattleya Alliance that do well out-

doors in our area.  It proves that we are fortunate 

to live in an area where we can grow and bloom 

so many plants outdoors. This month we will have 

something different with some plants that we 

may have a problem growing outdoors as Ron 

Kaufmann talks on some Orchids that grow in the 

Brazilian wild.  Andy’s Orchids will supply another 

great plant table. 

This month we will have a Board Meeting before our 

regular meeting.  All Members are invited to attend 

and help make our club better. 

Happy Growing. 

Tony 

  

so that  it does easily tolerate our winters. The 

other components are at least moderately cold-

tolerant as well. The direct parents are Cattleya 

Bob Betts and Cattleya Swan.  

 

 

Cattleya Mary Lynn McKenzie 
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Editor’s Notes 

Show season has ended until after the first of the year, 

but there’s a whole pile of nursery Open Houses to 

feed your orchid habit.  Immediately after you receive 

this newsletter, head for Santa Barbara.  Then once 

you have had your fill of turkey, you can head to the 

San Diego area as well, so that you have your fill of 

orchids to get you through the holiday season. 

Remember that one of the highlights of the November 

meeting is our annual Pie-a-thon.  Bring your home-

made or purchased pie. Homemade contributions will 

be judged by a team of our pie experts, with a prize to 

the winner.   

Fall brings cooler nights, but  alas, also Santa Ana 

winds. Our area has been fortunate in avoiding fires, 

and even bad air, but the low humidity is rough on the 

orchids. I have been giving the mounted plants an ex-

tra drink in the early afternoon, since everything is still 

quite dry by nightfall   If you have warmth-loving or-

chids that have been out for the summer, it’s probably 

time to bring them in to protected areas. Some of the 

multifloral paphs (those with Paph. rothschildianum in 

their background, as well as the species) benefit from 

a sharp chill, but the time is close for bringing those in 

as well. 

I don’t have any Laelia anceps open yet., but lots of 

spikes.  Laelia Finckeniana (L. anceps x L. albida) is  

blooming. Here is a typical L. finckeniana, with no spe-

cific parents given… no doubt a typical pink-violet L. 

anceps and pink L. albida.  Here is another one, made 

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

Cymbidium Akaka Falls 

with  L. anceps f. disciplinata, with a distinct pattern of 

lines and bits of yellow, where those characteristics 

come through.  I do have other L. Finckenianas with a 

few different L. anceps parents, so far none has 

shown the influence of the different forms.   

My ultra-reliable early Cymbidium Akaka Falls 

(tracyanum x dayanum) is announcing the season.  A 

few of you may have divisions of this that I have donat-

ed to auctions from time to time.  It is a fairly compact 

plant, with pendulous inflorescences. 

Maxillaria callichroma grows on my patio, in a fairly 

shady area. The flowers have heavy substance, brilliant 

color, and are long lasting.  Where some Maxillarias 

grow best in baskets, this one seems to prefer a pot. 

The genus is so varied, one has to just see what works 

Laelia 

Finckeniana 

(typical) 

L. Finckeniana made with 

L. anceps f. Disciiplinata 

Cym. Akaka Falls 



Editor’s Notes, from Page 3 

Continued, Page 5 

Ansellia africana has a lot of variation in color and pat-

ter on different plants.  I have found that it grows best 

if the pot is hanging. It also can develop “bird’s nest 

roots” that grow upward.  In nature those no doubt 

help to catch leaf litter and other detritus that helps to 

fertilize the plant.  These can bloom more than once a 

year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ascofinetia Peaches is a  

primary hybrid of Neofine-

tia falcata (which imparts 

cold tolerance) and Asco-

centrum curvifolium, which 

is the source of the color. 

Alas, both genera are now 

lumped into Vanda, so the 

source of the cold-

tolerance is less obvious. 

This plant has bloomed 

 

for each one. 

 

Just one more… doesn’t know what season it is, 

here is Cattleya loddigesii ‘Sanbar Primavera’.  It 

did bloom in the spring when I first got it, but 

has been blooming earlier each time, until it is  

Maxillaria callichroma 

Ansellia 

africana 

‘Fascination’ 

Absellia africaa 

var. nilotica 

Ascofinetia Peaches 

reliably for many years—also a survivor of a move and 

lot of rookie mistakes.  

Here’s a Sobralia macrantha that blooms after the 

other Sob. macranthas and  hybrids are long done. 

This one doesn’t get started until early August, but 

then continues to bloom through November, or occa-

sionally as late as January.  There are also quite a few 

other Sobralia species, nearly all of which grow fine 

outside, that are lovely and not so often seen. Here is 

one that Andy Phillips has determined to be a yet-

undetermined species.  It is quite compate, only about 

18 inches tall, and blooms both on “normal” growths 

and also on much shorter leafless growths. Flowers 

last only a day, but new ones appear sequentially.  

Sobralia macrantha 

(a late bloomer) 
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 

• Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Fall Open House* 

November 2-3, 2019 

1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.sborchid.com 

• Cal Orchid Fall Open House* 

November 2-3, 2019; 9 AM—4 PM 

1251 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.calorchid.com 

• Casa de las Orquideas Annual Open House* 

December 7, 2019; 9 AM—4 PM 

170 S, Nardo Ave., Solana Beach 

Info: www.orquideas.com, casa@orquideas.com 

• Andy’s Orchids Holiday Open House* 

December 6-8, 2019; 10 AM—4 PM 

734 Ocean View Ave., Encinitas 

Info: www.andysorchids.com 

• Sunset Valley Orchids Open House* 

December 14, 2019; 9 AM—4 PM (Street tacos 10 AM—2 PM) 

1255 Navel Pl, Vista 

Info: www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com

Roberta Fox, Editor 

From Page 4 

Sobralia sp. 

no longer living up to its name. I’ll take it any time it 

chooses to bloom. Can spring be far away??? 

Cattleya loddigesii 

‘Sanbar Primavera’ 
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

 

Andy's Orchids 

Contact: Andy Phillips 

760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com 

www.andysorchids.com 

Cal Orchid 

Contact: James & Lauris Rose 

805-967-1312  

www.calorchid.com 

Diamond Orchids 

Contact: Peter Lin 

909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 

www.diamondorchids.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 

Contact: Theodore Johnson 

(714) 979-5887 

Ruben Colmenares 

562-519-2433 

Rco90808@gmail.com  

Sorella Orchids 

Contact: Nenita Sorella 

360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 

Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 

800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 

www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 

Contact: Fred Clarke 

760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 

www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

 

 




