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David Toyoshima has been growing cattleya orchids for over fifty years. When he received his
first plant he was a eight years old. In high
school and college, he worked part-time for
Stewart Orchids, San Gabriel where he was mentored by Ernest Hetherington. His collection is
primarily heirloom and historically significant
cattleya species and hybrids. David has been a
member of the American Orchid Society since he
was a teen and was a student judge. He is also a
former AOS Trustee after two consecutive terms.
When he wasn't tending to his orchid hobby, Da-

vid spent 38 years as an advertising creative
director both in Los Angeles and Chicago. Today, he is an adjunct professor at California
State University, Long Beach where he teaches
advertising and graphic design.

Cattleya bicolor
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Speaker’s Choice
September speaker Ron Parsons selected Stanhopea intermedia, grown by Roberta Fox as his
Speaker’s Choice. He did have a paternal interest in the plant, since Roberta got it from him
about five years ago. Still it is always a rare
treat to have a Stanhopea in bloom for a meeting, since the flowers are short-lived. And this
one has a reputation as a “shy bloomer”. This is
the first time it has bloomed for Roberta, who
was delighted that it “performed” for Ron. It has
taken quite a few years of trial and error to find
Stanhopea intermedia

the right spot to grow Stanhopeas. They
need to be kept on the shady side, and
damp. If they get even a little too dry they
shed all their leaves and the year’s potential
blooming is lost. When they do bloom, the
buds pop open in minutes, sending out a
burst of perfume. The complex flowers look
a bit squid-like. The flowers last about three
days, four if the weather stays mild and one
is lucky. A large plant can have multiple
spikes that open at different times, extending the bloom period.

President’s Message

our expert club member-growers. Just look at our Show
N Tell Table for proof.

What a great Fascination of Orchids Show! Theo and
his crew along with Roberta and so many others did
an awesome job putting it all together. The weather
cooperated and the rain clouds went away to expose
a beautiful autumn day. The crowds were nice and
the Vendors and Visitors were happy. Remember that
the Show provides a lot of subsidies for the club that
we enjoy year around.

Thanks to Ron Parsons for his interesting lecture and
pictures last month on "The Genus Dendrobium”. This
month we will have the pleasure of hearing David Toyoshima, talking on Growing Cattleya Alliance Outdoors in
Southern California You can also count on another super
plant table.

October is upon us and hopefully not the very hot
weather of previous times. The Cymbidiums are starting to spike and we are blessed with many orchids
now blooming. Perhaps the nice rains earlier in the
year made them so happy along with the talents of

Thanks again for all that came to the Fascination of Orchids Show and especially those who helped out in so
many ways. You are the greatest!
Happy Growing.
Tony
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Editor’s Notes
I hope that you had a chance to add to your collection
at Fascination of Orchids. The variety of orchids for
sale was wonderful. If you still have room (and there’s
ALWAYS room for one more… or more than one more) ,
the Huntington Show is coming up very soon. There
will also be some outstanding displays. After that,
Open Houses at the Santa Barbara nurseries, then
things quiet down a bit over the holidays.
After several years of extraordinarily long, hot summers extending well into fall, this year we have the
southern California autumn that I remember over most
of my life. Nights have suddenly started to cool off. In
another few weeks you may want to think about winter
protection for some of the warmer-growing orchids
that have been outside all summer. I’m especially
thinking about the Catasetinae. They have grown very
well for me, and there are some spikes developing.
(Some bloomed earlier, but most do their blooming as
dormancy approaches). Once the nights start to dip
below abut 55, I’ll be squeezing them into the greenhouse. Once they drop their leaves space is less of an
issue, but many still have lots of leaves that show no
signs of impending dormancy yet. I’ll also keep watering the ones that are still active, but start cutting back
on the fertilizer. Other orchids that you might consider
moving to more warmth in a month or so are Paphiopedilum rothschildianum and its hybrids. These benefit from a cool fall, but once night temperatures dip
below 50 deg F., they do need some protection.
The fall blooming season is almost as prolific as
spring, but I think there is even more variety. I don’t
have room to share all of the embarrassment of riches, but if you want to see more, I have posted a number of photos of my orchid species (as well as those of
other people in the area) on
www.socalorchidspecies.com. If you want to participate in that online society or just to be reminded when
a new page of photos is posted, send me an email and
I’ll add you to the mailing list.
Along with orchid species, I am very fond of primary
hybrids (a cross of two species). It is fun to observe the
mix of characteristics in the result. One of my favorite

primaries is Cattleya Quinquecolor. It is a cross of
Cattleya aclandiae (brilliant color and contrast, spots,
powerful fragrance, but a warm-grower) with Cattleya
forbesii (rather drab color, light fragrance, blooms two
or three times a year and very cold tolerant) The result is a vigorous, cold-tolerant plant that blooms several times a year, with very attractive flowers and nice
fragrance.
Cattleya
Quinquecolor

Cattleya (Guarianthe) bowringiana is one of the many
Cattleya species that tolerates winter outdoors. I grow
most of mine under a polycarbonate cover to protect
from cold rain. This is the coerulea form.

Cattleya
bowringiana
f. coerulea

Another easy-growing member of the Cattleya tribe is
Barkeria. These absolutely hate pots—they do very well
mounted, or bare-root in a basket. This Barkeria lindleyana was on a mount, but the mount rotted away, and

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4
Cymbidium Akaka Falls

Editor’s Notes, from Page 3
now it just has a mass of roots that grow on each
other. I simply looped a wire through the root ball to
hang the plant. When flowers drop, don’t cut the
spike until the following year when it becomes clear
which part is really dead and dry—the lower part is
very much alive and needed by the plant. These
drop leaves, with new growth starting in the summer.

of the flowers. It grows shady and damp. The species is
named for a French missionary-botanist, so is pronounced far-zhey-i.
Epigeneium fargesii

Berkeria lindleyana ssp.
vanneriana

Cool-growing Vandas are a special treat. Vanda
roeblingiana has a particularly beautiful lip. Like all of
my mounted plants it gets a daily watering.

This has been a really good year for Draculas. They
don’t like heat, and so I keep them shady and
damp. The cool weather has helped, though they
continued to bloom as it got warm early in September. When the days are warm, the flowers close partially, to reopen in the cool of the next morning.
With several spikes, I should be able enjoy Dracula
cordobae for a month or more. These do seem to be
sensitive to water quality—my success rate has improved greatly since I added my reverse osmosis
system.

Dracula cordobae

Vanda roeblingiana

I had one additional plant that originally came from
Ron Parsons, that bloomed while he was here. Epigeneium (Dendrobium) fargesii has flowers that are bigger than the growths from which they emerge. The
buds are striped, and the stripes remain on the backs
Continued, Page 5
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link
•

Huntington Orchid Show and Sale*
October 18-20, 2019: 10 AM—5 PM
The Huntington Library, Art Collections, and Botanical Gardens,
1151 Oxford Rd., San Marino
Info: www.huntington.org/orchidshow

•

South Coast Orchid Society Annual Auction*
October 28, 2019; 6:30 PM Preview and Registration, 7:00 PM
Auction begins
Whaley Park Community Center, 5620 E. Atherton St., Long
Beach
Info: www.southcoastorchidsociety.com

•

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Fall Open House*
November 2-3, 2019
1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara
Info: www.sborchid.com

•

Cal Orchid Fall Open House
November 2-3, 2019
1251 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara
Info: www.calorchid.com

From Page 4
The category of “cool-growing orchids”,
meaning orchids that can tolerate our
winters, is huge. I love discovering new
and unusual ones. Just remember that
higher-elevation species from equatorial
areas can do fine here with just a little
attention to their needs. I will finish with
one of the weirder ones, The genus
Aeranthes is related to Angraecum.
Aeranths ramosa originates in the highlands of Madagascar. It is very much at
home in the lowlands of Costa Mesa. It
likes damp and shady. It can produce
multiple flowers on the thin, wire-like
spike. They seem to float in space.
Roberta Fox, Editor

Aeranthes ramosa
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.
Please support them with your business. When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of
our society. They need to know that our Society supports them.
Andy's Orchids
Contact: Andy Phillips
760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com
www.andysorchids.com

Cal Orchid
Contact: James & Lauris Rose
805-967-1312
www.calorchid.com

Diamond Orchids
Contact: Peter Lin
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com
www.diamondorchids.com

Fascination of Orchids Inc.
Contact: Theodore Johnson
(714) 979-5887

Ruben Colmenares
562-519-2433
Rco90808@gmail.com

Sorella Orchids
Contact: Nenita Sorella
360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com
www.sborchid.com

Sunset Valley Orchids
Contact: Fred Clarke
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com

