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The Genus Dendrobium
Ron Parsons
The Australasian genus Dendrobium is one of the largest genera in the largest flowering
plant family of the world. More than 1800 species have been described (with likely many
more to be discovered), and they are found anywhere from the lowland tropics to cool to
cold high elevations. They occur from Japan and China to Australia in the south, and
from India in the west to some of the islands of the south Pacific in the east. They occur
in a vast variety of habitats too but they tend to generally grow as epiphytes and lithophytes with comparatively few growing terrestrially. This talk is a brief synopsis of this
amazing genus that nearly every orchid enthusiast grows.
Ron has been growing orchids for more than 40 years, and has been interested in species
orchids for most of that time. He loves to photograph orchids and most other flowers whenever he can, whether it be on trips to see them in nature or in collections. He loves to travel
to see orchids in the wild, and does so as often as possible. Ron has more than 80,000 digital images, most of which are of orchids, and still retains a slide library that exceeds
100,000 botanical images. He has 4000 published photos that have appeared in magazines, periodicals, journals and books. Ron has coauthored four botanical books, all with Mary E. Gerritsen. The first two are Masdevallias, Gems of the Orchid World and Calochortus, Mariposa Lilies and their
Relatives. Their third book, a large, luxurious, 18.5
pound, two-volume set, A Compendium of Miniature
Orchid Species has 1200 pages, 1800 photos (1600
are his), and features 500+ species in detail with many
others included for comparison. Their most recent
book is The American Orchid Society Guide to Orchids
and their Culture which was recently released.
Dendrobium crepidatum
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Speaker’s Choice
August speaker Peter Lin selected Lc. Sagarik
Wax ‘NN’, grown by Gen Gundersen, as his
Speaker’s Choice. Gen counted 19 flowers, and
observed that they are very fragrant.
One of the parents of this plant is Cattleya Chocolate Drop, known for the firm, waxy quality of its
flowers (very much in evidence here), as well as
fragrance. 3/4 of the parentage of this hybrid
consists of species that are cold-tolerant and
grow easily outdoors—C. leopoldii, C. aurantiaca,
and C. guttata. The rest is a mix, but these three
species dominate, for a very robust and beautiful plant.

Lc. Sagarik Wax ‘NN’

President’s Message
Happy September to all. After a relatively cool
July and August, I wonder what September and
October will bring. Hopefully, not the heat of last
year, especially for the Fascination of Orchids
Show which will be held at the end of the month.
We are looking forward to the Show and for your
participation. Fascination of Orchids provides our
Club with a lot of subsidies and your assistance is
needed at the Show.
Thanks to Peter Lin for his interesting talk. Thismonth, we will have Ron Parsons to lecture on
"The Genus Dendrobium” with his many words

and pictures of interest. Come and learn more
about one of our favorite orchids.
Once again, the Fascination of Orchids Show is the
last weekend of the month. Grab some flyers and
spread the word. We need your help to make it a
big success.
Happy Growing.
Tony
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Editor’s Notes
Get your checkbook ready, fall show/open house season is upon us. Take a look at the Fascination of Orchids website (www.fascinationoforchids.com or
www.ocorchid.com) to see the list of outstanding vendors, as well as the free seminars where you can get
all of your orchid-growing questions answered.

Neofinetia (Vanda)
falcata

Where last year summer started in June and didn’t
end until December, this year it’s been spring for most
of the time. It’s warming up now, and Santa Ana season is still in the future, but it has certainly been better. My orchids have been saying “Thank you, thank
you”, with some of the best bloomings I have ever
grow outside nicely. It is about 2/3 Cattleya
seen. I don’t expect to see much in the way of Cym(Guarianthe) bowringiana f. coerula, with significant
bidium spikes for awhile, but there are a few summeramounts of L. pururata and C. tigrina (leopoldii)..
blooming ones to give a preview. Cym. Chen’s Ruby is
in full, fragrant bloom. It’s 1/2 Cym. Golden Elf, but
Laeliocattleya (Cattliianthe)
the other parent, Cym. iridioides, gives it larger, and
Mary Elizabeth Bohn
much more long-lasting flowers. Golden Elf doesn’t
AM/AOS
last much more than a week, but Chen’s Ruby stays in
bloom for 3-4 weeks like the standard Cymbidiums.
Cymbidium
Chen’s Ruby

My Neofinetia (Vanda) falcatas are running about a
month late, usually blooming toward the end of July,
this year the end of August. Their vanilla fragrance
(especially at night) is always welcome.
In the Cattleya group Lc. Mary Elizabeth Bohn ‘Royal
Flare’ is a standout beauty. Most, if not all, of its ancestry is composed of Cattleya-group species that

Cattleya bicolor grows nicely outdoors. I do grow under
overhead protection from winter rain, but otherwise it
gets whatever Mother Nature throws at it. The species
has some variation in color form, with some having
more bronze-green segments. Either way, that dramatic, bright magenta lip is dominant.
With the relatively cool mornings, my Draculas are
blooming quite well. They tend to partially close by mid-

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4
Cymbidium Akaka Falls

Editor’s Notes, from Page 3

Both color forms grow very well outside. You can take a
look at last month’s newsletter (on the website) to see a
comparison.

Lycaste schilleriana is another of my cool-growing orchids with the best blooming that I have ever had. I do
love the dramatic contrast of the green-bronze sepals
with the white (small) petals and red lip.

Cattleya bicolor

morning, to re-open early the next day. Last month I
showed you Drac. bellerophon. This month, Drac..
roezlii is blooming. Both of these produce several
Dracula roezlii

Lycaste schilleriana

flowers sequentially
on an inflorescence.
Last month I
showed you the
darker form of
Vanda tricolor.
As promised,
here is the lighter form, V. tricolor var. suavis,
which has a
slightly bluer lip,
smaller spots on
a white (rather
than cream)
background,
and a bit of a
purple picotee.

Not a cool grower but one of my alltime favorites is Habenaria medusa.
This can be easily grown as a
house plant, since it does not need a lot of light. It
goes dormant in the fall and winter, when I water
much less but still give it a drink every week or two.

Vanda tricolor
var .suavis

Habenaria
medusa

Continued, Page 5
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link
•

South Bay Orchid Society Show and Sale*
September 14—15, 2019; Saturday Sale 9 AM—5 PM, Show 11 AM—5 PM, Sunday Show and Sale 9 AM—4 PM
South Coast Botanic Garden, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd, Palos Verdes
Info: www.southbayorchidsociety.com

•

Andy’s Orchids Fall Open House*
September 20-22, 2019; 10 AM—4 PM
734 Ocean View Ave., Encinitas
Info: www.andysorchids.com

•

Fascination of Orchids International Show and Sale*
September 28-29, 2019; 10 AM—5 PM
South Coast Plaza Village, 1621 W. Sunflower, Santa Ana
Info: ocorchidshow.com

•

Huntington Orchid Show and Sale*
October 18-20, 2019: 10 AM—5 PM
The Huntington Library, Art Collections, and Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Rd., San Marino
Info: www.huntington.org/orchidshow

•

South Coast Orchid Society Annual Auction*
October 28, 2019; 6:30 PM Preview and Registration, 7:00 PM Auction begins
Whaley Park Community Center, 5620 E. Atherton St., Long Beach
Info: www.southcoastorchidsociety.com

•

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Fall Open House
November 2-3, 2019
1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara
Info: www.sborchid.com

•

Cal Orchid Fall Open House
November 2-3, 2019
1251 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara
Info: www.calorchid.com

From Page 4
Once it starts to sprout in the spring, water well. It can grow in well
-drained potting soil, sphagnum, or a bark mix with a bit of
chopped sphagnum. As with other terrestrials, if you get lucky it
will produce extra tubers, which you can either divide or leave in
the same pot to make a more impressive show.

Roberta Fox, Editor
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.
Please support them with your business. When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of
our society. They need to know that our Society supports them.
Andy's Orchids
Contact: Andy Phillips
760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com
www.andysorchids.com

Cal Orchid
Contact: James & Lauris Rose
805-967-1312
www.calorchid.com

Diamond Orchids
Contact: Peter Lin
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com
www.diamondorchids.com

Fascination of Orchids Inc.
Contact: Theodore Johnson
(714) 979-5887

Ruben Colmenares
562-519-2433
Rco90808@gmail.com

Sorella Orchids
Contact: Nenita Sorella
360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com
www.sborchid.com

Sunset Valley Orchids
Contact: Fred Clarke
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com

