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Pushing Limits  
Scott McGregor 

This is Scott’s exploration of the orchid species that will survive and thrive outdoors in our 
Coastal California climate.  
 
Scott McGregor has been growing orchids since he was 12, when a neighbor gave him a 
plant.  That plant had a short life, but the hook was set, and he found books and sources for 
orchid species while growing up in St. Louis.  His collection has morphed over time, living in 
different location around the world, but has 
always centered around the more unusual 
species.  Scott grows all his plants outdoors, 
without a greenhouse, just "subtracting 
some sunlight and adding some water" to 
what nature provides in Southern California.  
He especially enjoys finding new species that 
grow well in our climate (many are far more 
adaptable than most people would believe), 
and now grows over 500 different orchid 
species, along with cloud forest companion 
plants such as Heliamphora and epiphytic 
Utricularia.  He rarely uses chemical insecti-
cides or fungicides, preferring fresh air, ben-
eficial insects and our native tree frogs.  
Scott retired from the corporate world a few 
years ago, and stays active on corporate 
boards and working with non-profit groups 
that promote science education for kids.  He 
resides with his family in San Juan Ca-
pistrano, California. 
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President’s Message 

Speaker’s Choice 

May speaker Theo Johnson selected Paphiopedilum Oliva 

‘Casa Luna’, grown by Richard Hess, as his Speaker’s Choice. 

Richard grows most of his beautiful Paphs in his greenhouse.  

This hybrid has been around for a long time. According to Or-

chidwiz, it was registered in 1898. This cultivar was awarded 

in 1972. It is a primary hybrid of Paph. niveum x Paph. ton-

sum.  

Paphiopedilum Olivia ‘Casa Luna’ AM/AOS 

Meet the Parents: X 

A big Thank You to Theo, for giving us a great presen-

tation at our May Meeting on getting rid of those nasty 

pests who try to invade our plants.  The subject was 

one that was requested on our recent Speaker Sur-

vey.  If you have some other topics that you would like 

to have presented or you wish to present, please let 

Theo know. 

Our June meeting will present us with another very 

interesting Speaker, Scott McGregor.  Scott will be 

speaking on “Pushing Limits”, a discussion of orchid 

species that will survive and thrive outdoors in our 

local climate. 

Due to a surge in interest and support, we will have a 

2019 Fascination of Orchids Show!  Theo is leading a 

group and needs your help to make this event a suc-

cess.  Please assist in any way that you can.  Talk to 

Theo at the meeting.  

Our June meeting will also be when we officially elect 

Officers and Directors for our next fiscal year, July 1, 

2019 to June 30, 2020.   At This meeting, any CGOS 

Member can nominate themselves or any other agreea-

ble Member.  Step up and help make the Club even bet-

ter by participating in running the Club.  There are only 

about 5 Board meetings a year and they are held right 

before our regular meeting. 

Happy Growing, 

Tony 



Page 3 

Editor’s Notes 

First, do take a look at the Events calendar.  There is 

lots going on this summer.  Orchid Digest Speakers 

Day is always a treat—an afternoon and evening to 

wallow in orchids.  The list of speakers and vendors is 

on our website, as well as the Orchid Digest website. 

It’s coming up fast, so get your reservation in immedi-

ately to take advantage of the “advance sale” dis-

count. After that, there are Open Houses galore. The 

only time you can wander around the Andy’s Orchids 

nursery is during Open Houses, and it’s a treat.  Then 

Sunset Valley Orchids, with those outstanding “street 

tacos”, followed by the Santa Barbara nurseries in mid

-July. August brings the Newport Harbor Exotic Plant 

and Orchid Sale at the Westminster Mall, Then South 

Bay, and happy to report, Fascination of Orchids will 

take place thanks to Theo and his team. 

I do think that while some of the orchids might want it 

warmer, a lot of them are really enjoying May Gray as it 

segues into June Gloom.  A bit of rain was just a bo-

nus. There have been a few nights in the low 50’s but I 

have seen no ill effects on the plants that I moved out 

of the greenhouse. Most of the Catasetinae are grow-

ing vey rapidly outside, with no problem. Time to in-

crease the fertilizer! 

Epidendrum lacustre (purple Panama form) is putting 

on a spectacular show. I divided it two years ago, and 

all the pieces are blooming profusely.  I have found 

that to get good purple color in the flowers, it needs 

really bright light.  I have the plants hanging with the 

Laelia anceps, above the Cymbidiums.  However, along 

with bright light they also need to be kept quite wet, so 

they’re potted in sphagnum moss, in plastic pots, right 

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

Cymbidium Akaka Falls 

under a sprinkler.    When it got awarded, I chose the 

cultivar name because it really does look like an explo-

sion of fireworks. 

At the other end of the size range for outdoor-growing 

Cattleyas is Sophronitis bicolor.  It’s a bit smaller than 

Sophronitis coccinea, but the yellow sidelobes of the lip 

surrounding the column gives it extra “pop”. When the 

genus Sophroitis got folded into Cattleya, there was a 

little problem with this one, since Cattleya bicolor is 

quite a different plant.  So this species has become 

Cattleya dichroma (which means the same, two colors.) 

President – Tony Glinskas 

Vice President -Theo Johnson 

Treasurer - Cheryl DiDonna 

Society Secretary – Roberta Fox 

Membership Secretary - Barb Livingston  

Directors 

Richard Hess  

Robin Lane 

Norm Nakanishi       

Kayoko Nebrig 

Henrietta Rubino 

Dana Seelig 

Glenda Urmacher 

PROPOSED SLATE OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS, 2019-2020  

Epidendrum  

lacustre  ‘Wow 

Fireworks’  

AM/AOS 
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Back to species… Dracula roezlii is spectacular. The 

flower is at its best in the early morning, partially clos-

ing when the day warms up. Then it opens again the 

next morning. I keep it as cool and shady as I can, and 

it seems to have been OK through last year’s long hot 

summer. The plant is in a 4 inch basket, so that gives 

an idea of how big the flower is.  RO water definitely has 

improved my success rate with this, and Pleurothallids 

in general.  

Epidendrum parkinsonianum can grow to specimen 

It grows mounted, and shady.  

I do still grow hybrids… Miltonidium Isaaku has been a 

vigorous and reliable plant from almost the beginning 

of my orchid growing career.  I do love the pink-and-

gold combination. 

Continued, Page 5 

size rather quickly. The leaves hang gracefully down-

ward. This one actually contains multiple plants—I got it 

that way several years ago, as about six seedlings in an 

inverted wooden basket filled with sphaghum.  That 

seems to be an agreeable arrangement, since the 

roots have grown upward into the sphagnum and are 

now attached to the sides of the basket as well. Each 

of the plants is in bloom, making a spectacular show 

(though not eligible for judging).  It is also very fragrant, 

especially at night. 

Dendrobium lod-

digesii is totally 

deciduous during 

the winter, and 

water is greatly 

reduced. (I do 

give even the de-

ciduous ones a 

little water, espe-

cially during win-

ter Santa Ana 

winds) Now it is 

in full bloom, and 

just starting its 

leaves. 

Sophronitis bicolor 

Miltonidium Isaaku 

Nagata 

Dracula roezlii 

Epidendrum 

parkinsonianum 
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 

• Orchid Digest Speakers Day* 

June 8, 2019; 12 PM—8 PM 

Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical Gardens, San Marino 

Info and reservations: www.orrchiddigest.org 

• Andy’s Orchids Open House* 

June 14—16, 2019 10 AM—4 PM 

734 Ocean View Ave., Encinitas 

Info: www.andysorchids.com, roger@andysorchids.com 

• Sunset Valley Orchids Open House* 

June 29, 2019; 9 AM—4 PM 

1255 Navel Pl., Vista 

Info: www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

• Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Summer Open House 

July 12-14, 2019; Friday and Saturday 8 AM—5 PM, Sunday 9 AM—4 PM 

1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.sborchid.com 

• Cal Orchid’s Summer Hummer 

July 12-14, 2019; 9 AM—5 PM 

1251 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.calorchid.com 

• Newport Harbor Orchid Society Exotic Plant and Orchid Festival 

August 16-18, 2019; Friday 10 AM—9 PM, Saturday 10 AM—8 PM, Sunday 11 AM—6 PM 

Westminster Mall, Westminster; Info: www.nhosinfo.org 

• South Bay Orchid Society Show and Sale* 

September 14—15, 2019; Saturday Sale 9 AM—5 PM, Show 11 AM—5 PM, Sunday Show and Sale 9 AM—4 PM 

South Coast Botanic Garden, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd, Palos Verdes; Info: www.southbayorchidsociety.com 

• Fascination of Orchids International Show and Sale* 

September 28-29, 2019; 10 AM—5 PM 

South Coast Plaza Village, 1621 W. Sunflower, Santa Ana 

Info: ocorchidshow.com 

Roberta Fox, Editor 

From Page 4 

Dendrobium loddigesii 
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

 

Andy's Orchids 

Contact: Andy Phillips 

760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com 

www.andysorchids.com 

Cal Orchid 

Contact: James & Lauris Rose 

805-967-1312  

www.calorchid.com 

Diamond Orchids 

Contact: Peter Lin 

909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 

www.diamondorchids.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 

Contact: Theodore Johnson 

(714) 979-5887 

Ruben Colmenares 

562-519-2433 

Rco90808@gmail.com  

Sorella Orchids 

Contact: Nenita Sorella 

360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 

Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 

800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 

www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 

Contact: Fred Clarke 

760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 

www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

 

 




