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Phalies are Orchids, Not Cocktails! No Ice!  
Tony Glinskas 

I recently asked our Club members to fill out a Survey and rate the 2018 Speakers and 

to make suggestion on the topics that they would like to hear in 2019.  It was rather in-

teresting to me, when I complied the results, that the Phalaenopsis orchid came in the 

top level of interest.  Afterall, we call ourselves the Cool Growing Orchid Society and 

Phals are not exactly cool loving.  However, Theo asked me to make a presentation on 

them to satisfy the requests. 

Phals are certainly amongst the most loved orchid in the country.  We often refer them 

as the Coffee Table Orchid and most growers own a few of them.  We see them all over 

from Trader Joes to Home Depot to Costco as well as most orchid outlets.   I am willing to 

bet that most of our Members have some and that is a reason why this orchid was men-

tioned so much in our Survey. 

I have been growing orchids for well over thirty 

years and have always enjoyed the ease and sim-

plicity of the often called ‘Moth’ Orchid.   They 

don’t ask for much and they will honor us with 

many months of almost exotic blooms.  In fact, I 

have had some bloom continuously for almost nine 

months! 

Tonight, I would like to share some of the things 

that I have learned about Phals and what I have 

tried in order to keep them happy.  Hopefully, you 

will pick up a few ideas and will no longer use ‘Ice 

Cubes’ to water them as the Big Box stores often 

tell us to do. 

Tony 

Phal. Sogo 

David ‘Peachy’ 
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President’s Message 

February speaker Phyllis Prestia selected Lycaste Alan 

Salzman, grown by Espie Quinn, as her Speaker’s 

Choice. (She is holding it to show it’s scale!) Espie 

grows this outside.  Lycastes in general do very nicely 

outdoors, preferring shady areas.  This plant, one of 

the progeny of Lyc. Shoalhaven, has particularly deep 

color, and is beautifully 

grown. What a floriferous 

specimen! 

 

Speaker’s Choice 

Don’t you just love these longer and warmer days?  The 

cymbidiums are bursting all over, including my log mounted 

one (pix attached) which faithfully blooms every year..  

Last month, we heard something different in the form of a 

first-time speaker to our group, Phyllis Prestia.  She spoke 

of the Wild Orchids of France.  For someone like me, who 

had not seen any Orchids in France, except in Parisian 

Flower Shops, it was a real treat.  I had no idea that so 

many beautiful Orchids grew in the wilds of France.  Such a 

shame that most of them we are unable to have here in 

SoCAl. 

Next month we will have our Annual Auction.  A reminder to 

look over your duplicate plants and some aside to donate 

for this important event. 

Will look forward to seeing you at the March Meeting.  Also 

a reminder that we will have a Board Meeting just prior to 

our Regular Meeting. All are invited. 

Happy Growing,  

Tony 

 

 

Lycaste Alan Salzman 
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Editor’s Notes 

.Orchids are tough and adaptable.  If you didn’t believe 

it before, you certainly can appreciate them now when 

they are blooming and putting out new growth after 

frosty nights and drenching rain.  My Cymbidiums are 

finally hitting their stride after a slow start due, no 

doubt, to the”endless summer” that extended to No-

vember. Now, there are lots of flowers and even more 

buds, promising a beautiful spring. There are lots of 

other orchids bloomng in my yard, but more about that 

later.  

Show season is in full swing. Mid-month I hope to see 

you at Santa Barbara.  The week after that is San Die-

go, which should be a special treat since it is being 

held in conjunction with the AOS Trustees meeting. 

And Andy’s orchids will have its open house that week-

end as well. If you are dividing plants (it is time to get 

started on this!) do consider setting aside some of 

those divisions for donation to our auction in April. And 

please hand out fliers to help publicize it. The more 

bidders we have, the more successful the auction will 

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

be. 

Cymbidium Devon Wine is one of my favorites.  Maybe 

because it is a little weird with its Cym. erythrostylum 

shape and that dark, velvety lip. I chose this one to repre-

Cymbidium Akaka Falls 

More from the February Show and Tell Table 

Cymbidium 

Devon Wine 



Editor’s Notes, from Page 3 A few Laelia anceps are still blooming.  Here is a terrific 

hybrid between L. anceps and Laelia (Cattleya) har-

pophylla, L. (Lc.) Canariensis. I have found L. harpophyl-

la to be difficult to grow, since it likes to be a little 

warmer. But the hybrid grows easily under the same 

conditions as L. anceps. 

sent my Cymbidiums, no room for all that are blooming 

now. There are so many other things that I want to 

share. 

Following up Phyllis’ talk last month, some of my ter-

restrials are starting to bloom. Ophrys tenthredinifera 

grows all over southern Europe, as far north as the UK, 

and France. as far east as Greece and Turkey.  Ophrys 

ariadnae has a smaller range, mostly in Greece and 

Crete.  These are “bee orchids”, looking like fuzzy in-

sects.  They grow in a mostly-inorganic mix, dry in sum-

mer.  I started water in October once nights cooled a 

bit. They’re starting to become available here! 

Continued, Page 5 

Ophrys  

tenthredinifera  

Ophrys ariadnae 

Ada (Brassia) aurantiaca is putting on a spectacular 

show. I am not sure how many spikes there are (new 

ones keep appearing).  This one just keeps getting 

better every year.  

Ada (Brassia) 

aurantiaca 

It is important to look at the little plants, too.  Back in the 

shady part of the growing area, this Dendrochilum parvulum 

makes up for its diminutive size with lots of flowers on lots of 

spikes. The plant is only about 3 inches tall, more flowers 

than plant. 
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 

• Long Beach Amateurs Annual Auction* 

March 11, 2019; Preview 6 PM, 6:30 Auction Begins 

St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church Hall, 6201 E. Willow, Long Beach 

Info: www.lbaos.com, info@lbaos.com 

• Santa Barbara International Orchid Show* 

March 15—17, 2019; 9 AM—5 PM 

Earl Warren Showgrounds, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.sborchidshow.com 

• Andy’s Orchids Spring Open House* 

March 22-24, 9 AM—4 PM 

734 Ocean View Ave., Encinitas 

Info: www.andysorchids.com, roger@andysorchids.com 

• San Diego Counties Orchid Society Show and Sale* 

March 22—24, 2019; Friday 3 PM—6PM; Saturday 9 AM—6 PM; Sunday 10 AM—4 PM 

Scottish Rite Event Center, 1895 Camino del Rio South, San Diego 

info: www.sdorchids.com/ot 

• Cool Growing Orchid Society Annual Auction* (That’s ours!!) 

April 10, 2019; 6:30 PM Preview and registration, 7 PM auction begins 

Garden Grove Masonic Lodge, 11270 Acacia Parkway, Garden Grove 

Info: www.coolgrowingorchids.com 

• Southern California Spring Garden Show: At Home in the Garden* 

April 25-28, 2019 

South Coast Plaza Crate and Barrel/Macy’s Home Store Wing 

3333 Bear St., Costa Mesa 

• San Gabriel Valley Orchid Hobbyists Annual Auction 

May 16. 2019 

Los Angeles County Arboretum and Botanic Garden,  Lecture Hall, 301 Baldwin Ave., Arcadia 

Info: www.sgvoh.org 

Roberta Fox, Editor 

From Page 4 Dendrochilum 

parvulum 
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

 

Andy's Orchids 

Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips 

760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com 

www.andysorchids.com 

Cal Orchid 

Contact: James & Lauris Rose 

805-967-1312  

www.calorchid.com 

Casa de las Orquideas 

Contact: Nancy Batchman 

858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com 

www.orquideas.com 

Diamond Orchids 

Contact: Peter Lin 

909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 

www.diamondorchids.com 

Ecuagenera Orchids from Ecuador 

Contact: info@ecuagenera.com 

www.ecuagenera.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 

Contact: Theodore Johnson 

(714) 979-5887 

Gold Country Orchids 

Contact: Alan Koch 

916-645-8600, questions@goldcountryorchids.com 

http://www.goldcountryorchids.com/ 

Orchid Design 

Contact: Angelic Nguyen 

408-947-0486, angelic@orchidesign.com 

www.orchidesign.com 

Ruben Colmenares 

562-519-2433 

Rco90808@gmail.com  

Sorella Orchids 

Contact: Nenita Sorella 

360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 

Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 

800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 

www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 

Contact: Fred Clarke 

760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 

www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

TropicalExotique 

Contact: Manote Quah 

tropicalexotique@icloud.com 

 

 

 




