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the December holiday party, 

you will receive ten raffle 

tickets that you can use for 

the opportunity plants at 

any future meeting. 
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President’s Message 

Somehow 2018 is fading into the sunset and a new 

year will soon be upon us.  It was a hot and dry year 

and we can only hope that 2019 will be kinder to 

our plants.  Since it is December, it is also PARTY 

TIME!  The Club will be providing the entrée and the 

rest of us will be expected to bring some yummy 

side dish.  We will also have the Show and Tell 

Awards at the Party. For each month that you 

brought at least one plant for the Show ant Tell ta-

ble, you will receive one raffle ticket. So the more 

months that you participate, the better your chanc-

es.  There will be two winners of $50 cash in this 

drawing. By the way, we will NOT have any “Show 

and Tell” this month. We will also be offering our 

Better than Black Friday Deal of 10 Free Raffle 

Tickets (which can be used for opportunity plants at 

any meeting) when you pay your 2019 Dues at the 

party!  We are keeping our very low $10 Dues rate 

thanks to the Auction and the Fascination of Or-

chids Show.   

Thanks to Peter Tobias, President of the Orchid Conserva-

tion Alliance (OCA) for a interesting talk in November. I 

would really to hear what the Members of the Club would 

like for Programs in 2019.  We had a variety in 2018 and 

am very interested in what you liked and didn’t like in our 

2018 lineup.  Do you want:  Culture Talks, Hands on Re-

potting, Films and or Webinars from AOS and Orchid Di-

gest and others, Pest Control, Orchid Mounting or what?  

This is your Club and we want to hear from you.  I am 

planning a short survey form for distribution at the Holi-

day Party for your input.  This is your chance to tell us 

what you want to hear and see…. 

See you at our Annual Holiday Party 

Happy Growing, 

Tony 

November speaker Peter Tobias selected Laeliocattleya Mari’s Song x C. Dubiosa (Lc. Sweet Cream), 

grown by Richard Hess, as his Speaker’s Choice plant.  While Richard grows most of his orchids in the 

greenhouse, this hybrid would grow easily outdoors.  Lc. Mari’s Song is used extensively as a parent to 

breed splash-petal Cattleyas.  This flower is peloric—lip pattern repeated in the petals. You can see how 

the C. Dubiosa (C. harrisoniana x C. trianae) softens the colors of Lc. Mari’s Song. 

Speaker’s Choice 

Laeliocattleya Mari’s Song 

Cattleya Dubiosa 
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Laeliocattleya Sweet Cream 
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Editor’s Notes 

We’re nearing the end of show/open house season—

there’s Andy’s Orchids Open House this coming week-

end (Dec 7-9) and then we are done, but not for long. 

Orange County Orchid Society has their auction Janu-

ary 16, and then spring show season starts in Febru-

ary. It’s all in the Calendar of Events in this newsletter, 

and on our website.  

Nights are cool now.  Any plants that need winter pro-

tection should be inside or in sheltered areas by now. 

Even for those plants that are fine in the cold, you do 

have to be concerned about botrytis spots on flowers 

when night temperatures get below about 50 deg F., 

especially if humidity is high. I’m going slow on reduc-

ing water for the Dendrobiums and others that want a 

winter rest—it was hot and dry until only a very short 

time ago, and I am not seeing much in the way of indi-

cation that they’re slowing down. Watch the weather 

and the response of your plants, not the calendar to 

decide when to start reducing water. The “rest period” 

may be really short this year. My winter-growing terres-

trials are very active.  Pterostylis curta pots are a sea 

of green—flowers will be appearing soon. I am also 

seeing some action from the European and Australian 

terrestrials that I have tried to grow. I do think there 

will be some interesting things to see in a few months. 

Of the large Cattleya species, Cattley percivaliana is 

one of the easiest to grow outside.  I do grow it under 

polycarbonate hard cover to protect from  rain, but oth-

erwise it gets whatever nature gives it. I brought one of 

these, the cultivar ’Mendenhall’,  to the November 

meeting for Show and Tell,, and it’s still going (a later-

developing inflorescence)  Here is another one, Cattle-

ya percivaliana ‘Orchid Ranch’.  It is quite a bit larger, 

and darker.  

My first Laelia anceps of the season is L. anceps 

‘Sanbar Ruby’, one of the darkest ones of my collec-

tion. There are lots of spikes in my yard, most are con-

siderably shorter than they have been in years past, as 

the result of a late start. (I suspect very warm summer 

nights were a factor.)  However, it looks like flowers 

will be pretty much on schedule, perhaps just a little 

later. Laelia gouldiana has also bloomed.  Also, I also 
See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

have an unnamed hybrid (it had a tag but it clearly didn’t 

go with the plant) that I suspect is some combination of 

L. anceps and L. gouldiana, possibly with others of that 

group. There are several that look similar, so it is des-

tined to be Laelia NOID—but a really pretty flower. 

Cattleya percivaliana 

‘Orchid Ranch’ 

Laelia anceps 

‘Sanbar Ruby’ 

Laelia  

gouldiana 



Editor’s Notes, from Page 3 

There are lots of Maxillarias that tolerate cool winter 

nights. Of the larger-flowered ones, here is Max. leh-

mannii.  And for pure flower power, it is hard to beat 

Max. ubatubana.  This one is related to the spring-

blooming Max. picta that many of you grow, similar 

yellow flowers with spots on the back.. It can bloom 

twice during the year, but the fall blooming is the 

most floriferous.  

A total surprise was a second blooming from Ada 

(Brassia) glumacea.  Flowers aren’t flashy, but they are 

super-fragrant. Early July is the usual bloom time. ????? I 

usually smell this one before I see it. 

All of these Mexican Laelias are pretty bulletproof, tol-

erating triple digit heat, frost, rain, drought. They seem 

to hate pots, doing their best growing once they es-

cape. Mounts work nicely, but eventually they outgrow 

those, and then I pop them into baskets with little or 

no media, mount and all.  

For a change of pace, Dendrochilum cootesii is a 

charming outdoor-growing miniature.  The plant is only 

3-4 inches, but each year produces more spikes.  The 

flowers are large for a Dendrochilum, with a saucy flip 

to the petal tips, arranged so that the spikes look a bit 

like corkscrews. 

Continued, Page 5 

Laelia 

NOID 

Dendrochilum 

cootesii 

Maxillaria 

lehmannii 

Maxillaria ubatubana 

Ada (Brassia) 

glumacea 
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 

• Andy’s Orchids Holiday Open House* 

December 7—9, 2018; 10 AM—4 PM 

734 Ocean View Ave., Encinitas 

Info:  www.andysorchids.com 

• Orange County Orchid Society Annual Auction* 

January 16, 2019; 6:30 PM Preview, 7 PM Auction begins 

Yorba Linda Public Library Community Room, Lower Level, 

18181 Imperial Hwy. Yorba Linda 

Info: www.ocos.net; Starting Jan. 3, 2019 check website for list of sale items 

• Newport Harbor Orchid Society Orchid Expo & Sale* 

February 8—10, 2019; Friday 10 AM—9 PM, Saturday 10 AM—8 PM, Sunday 11 AM—6 PM 

Westminster Mall, Westminster (2nd Level, near Penney’s Wing) 

Info: www.nhosinfo.org/orchidshow 

• Pacific Orchid Exposition* 

February 22—24, 2019; Friday and Saturday 9 AM—6 PM, Sunday 10 AM—5 PM 

County Fair Building “Hall of Flowers”, 9th and Lincoln, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco 

Info: www.orchidsanfrancisco.org/orchid-events/pacific-orchid-expo-poe/ 

• Santa Barbara International Orchid Show* 

March 15—17, 2019; 9 AM—5 PM 

Earl Warren Showgrounds, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.sborchidshow.com 

Roberta Fox, Editor 

It’s a bit frustrating to have so much blooming activity in a 

month when there’s no Show and Tell.  So I hope that you 

have enjoyed my little virtual Show and Tell, at least.  

Room for a couple of hybrids. Potinara Martha’s Sunburst 

is very fragrant. Potinara Unnamed (Pot. Hawaiian Promi-

nence x Lc. Tropical Rainbow) is just plain pretty.  . 

From Page 4 

Pot. Hawaiian Prominence x  

Lc. Tropical Rainbow 

Potinara Martha’s Sunburst 
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

 

Andy's Orchids 

Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips 

760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com 

www.andysorchids.com 

Cal Orchid 

Contact: James & Lauris Rose 

805-967-1312  

www.calorchid.com 

Casa de las Orquideas 

Contact: Nancy Batchman 

858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com 

www.orquideas.com 

Diamond Orchids 

Contact: Peter Lin 

909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 

www.diamondorchids.com 

Ecuagenera Orchids from Ecuador 

Contact: info@ecuagenera.com 

www.ecuagenera.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 

Contact: Theodore Johnson 

(714) 979-5887 

Gold Country Orchids 

Contact: Alan Koch 

916-645-8600, questions@goldcountryorchids.com 

http://www.goldcountryorchids.com/ 

Orchid Design 

Contact: Angelic Nguyen 

408-947-0486, angelic@orchidesign.com 

www.orchidesign.com 

Ruben Colmenares 

562-519-2433 

Rco90808@gmail.com  

Sorella Orchids 

Contact: Nenita Sorella 

360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 

Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 

800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 

www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 

Contact: Fred Clarke 

760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 

www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

TropicalExotique 

Contact: Manote Quah 

tropicalexotique@icloud.com 

 

 

 


