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Orchids in the Wild in Chiapas and Brazil 
Peter Tobias 

 

Peter Tobias is President and one of three co-founders of 

the Orchid Conservation Alliance. The goal of the OCA is 

to mobilize the orchid growing community to preserve 

wild orchid habitat. Many orchids, as with other flora and 

fauna, are in danger of extinction due to human created 

impacts on their environment. These impacts are due to 

collection, logging, agriculture, and many other forms of 

habitat destruction. The OCA raises funds from dona-

tions, sales, and ecotourism to purchase and protect orchid rich habitat. At pre-

sent the OCA supports reserves in Ecuador, Brazil, and Colombia. Peter's talk will 

briefly describe the goals and methods of the OCA, using the Selva de Ventanas 

reserve in Colombia as an example, and then show pictures from the OCA's re-

cent tours to Chiapas and Brazil's Rio Negro. 

 

Peter started growing orchids on a Chicago windowsill in the mid - 1970's with a 

white phalaenopsis. His interest grew when a friend helped him to import some 

plants from India and Brazil so that he got a sense of the variety of orchids out 

there; an ornithocephalus or a dendrochilum is a lot different from a phalaenop-

sis. Ever since then he has enjoyed collecting and trying to grow odd species. Or-

chid growing became a lot easier when he moved to Southern California in 1980 

and joined the San Diego County Orchid Society; the majority of his collection is 

now grown outdoors. 
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President’s Message 

It is November already with cooler and longer 

nights, but the days are still warm.  The Cym-

bidiums are spiking and the Catts are bloom-

ing.  No rain in sight, but hopefully we will have 

some soon.. 

Thanks to Ron Kaufmann for a delightful 

presentation on the Slipper Orchids of South 

America and a nice plant table from Andy’s Or-

chids.  This month, we will have the pleasure of 

hearing Peter Tobias, President of the Orchid 

Conservation Alliance (OCA). 

There will be a Board Meeting before our regular 

meeting this month.  All are welcome to attend and 

to join our Board.  Pizza will be served. 

Next month we will be having our Annual Holiday Par-

ty with details in our next Newsletter. 

Happy Growing, 

Tony 

October speaker Ron Kaufmann selected Cattleya (Laeliocattleya) Issy, grown by Gen Gunderson, as his 

Speaker’s Choice.  Gen grows this lovely Catt outdoors. This is a second blooming this year, the first was 

in July. C. (Lc.) Issy is a primary hybrid of Cattleya (Laelia) tenebrosa and Cattleya leopoldii. Both species 

grow outdoors easily. Here  are the actual parents of Gen’s plant. 

Speaker’s Choice 

Cattleya (Laelia) tenebrosa ‘Kathleen’ 

Cattleya leopoldii ‘Paul’ AM/AOS 
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Cattleya (Laeliocattleya) Issy 
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Editor’s Notes 

Fall show season is behind us, but there are Open 

Houses at some of our favorite local nurseries, both 

north and south.  Coming up this coming weekend 

(right after you receive your newsletter) are Open 

Houses at Santa Barbara Orchid Estate and Cal Orchid 

(November 3-4).  There are lots of excellent plants at 

special prices at both nurseries.  Also, Cal Orchid will 

also be hosting Peruflora.  On December 1, head 

south .  Casa de las Orquideas will be introducing 

seedlings of their newest hybrids, with special prices 

on all of their stock.  And Sunset Valley Orchids will 

also have lots of specials on their wide variety of 

plants, with the added bonus of free street tacos from 

10 AM to 2 PM. Check the Events page for details. 

Autumn  creeps up slowly… gradually cooling nights, 

mostly cooler days (and even the hot ones not so op-

pressive, because of the shorter days and lower sun 

angle). If you water in the morning, there is no danger 

of plants being cold and wet.  If you have warmer-

growing plants that have been spending the summer 

outside, it’s approaching time to consider protecting 

them. We probably have another month before nights 

are cold enough to harm them, but pay attention. Most 

orchids are slowing down and so most potting should 

wait until spring.  However, southern California is dif-

ferent than every place else, and some rules are made 

to be broken.  If you see the start of root activity, it’s 

time to repot or mount those particular plants, never 

mind what the calendar says.  It’s all about roots. Do 

look closely at your Cymbidiums—once they get going, 

spikes can develop rapidly, and you want to get them 

staked for good presentation and to support the heavy 

ones that might otherwise break of their own weight. 

There is lots of blooming in my back yard, almost as 

much as in spring, but with even more variety.  Laelia 

Finkeniana is a robust and reliable primary hybrid of  

Laelia albida and Laelia anceps. It seems to bloom  for 

me a little ahead of both of its parents. (which I also 

grow, and which are still a month away from bloom-

ing). Also, Cattleya guttata f. coerulea is blooming pro-

fusely. The plant is a bit of a beast—3 ft. pseudobulbs. 

But it is super-vigorous. Its roots grew into the cin-

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

derblocks that hold up the racks that I use for benches. I 

rescued a few of those roots, but some got savaged. 

However, it is putting out a large new bunch of roots so 

I’m not concerned.  It is now hanging, so that it doesn’t 

grow into anything else. 

Laelia Finkeniana 

Cattleya guttata f. coerulea 



Editor’s Notes, from Page 3 

A tiny, but quite cold-tolerant, Vandaceous species is 

Haraella retrocalla (also known as Haraella odorata). 

Along with being pretty, it is quite fragrant. Flowers 

are a little more than 1/2” wide, more “flower” than 

“plant”. It blooms several times a year. I am finding 

that it is doing much better for me 

since I switched to RO water, though.  

Dendrobium Victoria-reginae grows nicely outdoors, on 

the shady side. It blooms on older, leafless canes. Unlike 

some other deciduous Dendrobiums,, it does not seem to  

need or want a dry rest. It does benefit from RO water. 

Although most Bulbophyllums have a well-deserved 

reputation as warm growers, I have found that 

Bulbophyllum Elizabeth Ann (longissimum x roth-

schildianum) handled last winter just fine. Bulb. 

rothscildianum has also been growing outside, and 

while it hasn’t bloomed yet for me (it was a small divi-

sion) it also seems to be growing very well.  

While most of my Cymbidiums are barely beginning to 

spike, Cymbidium dayanum is an early bloomer. Here 

is the typical form with variegated leaves, and also 

the alba form. 

Vanda coerulea is one of the more cold-tolerant of the 

large-flowered Vanda species. This year the color is 

particularly nice.  It is used extensively in hybridizing, 

both to impart cold-tolerance, and also the “blue” col-

or.  

Continued, Page 5 

Vanda 

coerulea 

Haraella retrocalla (odorata) 

Bulbophyllum  

(Cirrhopetalum) 

Elizabeth Ann 

Dendrobium  

victoria-reginae 
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 

• Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Fall Open House* 

November 3-4, 2018; Saturday 8 AM—5 PM, Sunday 9 AM—4 PM 

1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.sborchid.com 

• Cal Orchid Fall Open House 

November 3-4, 2018; 9 AM—4 PM 

1251 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.calorchid.com 

• Santa Barbara Orchid Society Show and Sale* 

November 17-18, 2018; Saturday 10 AM—5 PM, Sunday 10 AM—3 PM 

Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History, 2559 Puesta Del Sol Rd, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.orchidsb.org 

• Sunset Valley Orchids Open House* 

December 1, 2018; 9 AM—4 PM (Street Tacos from 10 am to 2 PM!) 

1255 Navel Pl., Vista 

Info: 760-310-0778 or www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

• Casa de las Orquideas Annual Open House* 

December 1, 2018; 9 PM—4 PM 

170 S. Nardo Ave., Solana Beach 

info: casa@orquideas.com or 858-755-7572 

• Andy’s Orchids Holiday Open House* 

December 7—9, 2018; 10 AM—4 PM 

734 Ocean View Ave., Encinitas 

Info:  www.andysorchids.com 

Roberta Fox, Editor 

From Page 4 

Cymbidium dayanum typical 

(variegated leaves)  

Cym. dayanum f. alba 
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

 

Andy's Orchids 

Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips 

760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com 

www.andysorchids.com 

Cal Orchid 

Contact: James & Lauris Rose 

805-967-1312  

www.calorchid.com 

Casa de las Orquideas 

Contact: Nancy Batchman 

858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com 

www.orquideas.com 

Diamond Orchids 

Contact: Peter Lin 

909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 

www.diamondorchids.com 

Ecuagenera Orchids from Ecuador 

Contact: info@ecuagenera.com 

www.ecuagenera.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 

Contact: Theodore Johnson 

(714) 979-5887 

Gold Country Orchids 

Contact: Alan Koch 

916-645-8600, questions@goldcountryorchids.com 

http://www.goldcountryorchids.com/ 

Orchid Design 

Contact: Angelic Nguyen 

408-947-0486, angelic@orchidesign.com 

www.orchidesign.com 

Ruben Colmenares 

562-519-2433 

Rco90808@gmail.com  

Sorella Orchids 

Contact: Nenita Sorella 

360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 

Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 

800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 

www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 

Contact: Fred Clarke 

760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 

www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

TropicalExotique 

Contact: Manote Quah 

tropicalexotique@icloud.com 

 

 

 


