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South American Slipper Orchids, Habitats and Conservation 
Ron Kaufmann 

Our speaker in October will be Ron Kaufmann, chair of the San Diego County Orchid So-

ciety Conservation Committee and a founding director of the Orchid Conservation Alli-

ance.  He has been growing orchids for two+ decades and has travelled extensively to 

view orchids in the wild in Asia and South America, particularly Brazil, Ecuador and Co-

lombia.  His talk will include information about slipper orchids of South America and the 

areas where they grow, as well as considerations for their conservation. 
 

Ron is a marine biologist by training, and his scientific work includes studies of Antarctic 

and deep-sea ecosystems as well as marine communities in coastal Southern California.  

His orchid collection began with a reedstem Epidendrum and progressed to a diverse 

assemblage that contains mostly species orchids. He grows most of his orchids in a 36 x 

24 foot greenhouse and several outdoor shade-covered areas around his house in San 

Diego.   
 

Ron has a long-standing interest in 

conservation and has been a mem-

ber of the SDCOS Conservation Com-

mittee for more than 20 years and 

chair since 2004.  Since 1991, the 

Conservation Committee has award-

ed more than $220,000 to support 

projects in 23 different countries.  

He also helped to found the Orchid 

Conservation Alliance and serves on 

the boards of the OCA, EcoMinga 

Foundation (a conservation founda-

tion based in Ecuador) and Orchid 

Digest, as well as the American Or-

chid Society Conservation Commit-

tee  

Phragmipedium 

longifolium 
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President’s Message 

WOW, what a super Fascination of Orchids 

Show!  The weather was great, the crowds were 

large and the orchids were simply wonderful!  

We just missed our new vendor from Peru.  He 

contacted us Friday morning from Miami.  His 

plants were held up in U.S. Customs and he 

would not be able to get his plants to California 

in time for the Show.  We were saddened at his 

loss of time and money and that we will not be 

able to experience his plant offerings.    We are 

happy that all of the other vendors were able to 

make it and present their fine plants. 

 

We had some great displays and some very fi-

ne examples of outstanding plants that we 

could enjoy. 

 

Thanks BIG time to Roberta Fox and Theo Johnson 

for all the many, many, many hours of work expend-

ed to make this a spectacular Show.  Thanks also to 

the 4H society and our many helpers from various 

clubs including: Enrica Agnelli, Teresa Bartens, Cher-

yl DiDonna, Robin Lane, Darlene Maeda, Kayoko 

Nebrig, Khon Nguyen, Henrietta Rubino, Glenda and 

Uri Urmacher, Luvi Velasco.   Thank you one and all.  

We could not have done it without your help.  Please 

forgive me if I inadvertently missed a name or two…

You were all GREAT!  THANKS! 

Happy Growing, 

Tony 

September speaker Ron Parsons se-

lected Cattleya gaskelliana f. coeru-

lea, grown by Espie Quinn. Espie 

grows this beauty as she does all of 

her orchids, outside in Huntington 

Beach.  

Cattleya gaskelliana is native to 

coastal mountain valleys in northeast-

ern Venezuela. It grows at elevations 

from 2300-3300 ft. (700—1000 m) in 

the tops of tall trees  (Charles Baker 

in Orchidwiz) In that environment, it 

would get very strong sun. The eleva-

tion and latitude would imply more 

need for warmth than it seems to re-

quire. It probably does receive cool 

breezes, and some cooling at night.  It 

also is clearly very adaptable. 

Speaker’s Choice 

Cattleya gaskelliana f. coerulea 
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Editor’s Notes 

First, I’d like to add my thanks to Tony’s for all who 

helped out at Fascination of Orchids. I hope that all of 

you had a chance to check out the offerings of our 

many excellent vendors. One of the biggest benefits of 

orchid club membership is the opportunity to learn 

tips, tricks, and techniques from your fellow backyard 

growers. Do feel free to ask questions at meetings or 

in emails if you’d like to know more about the new or-

chids that you have acquired.  

After a long, hot summer, fall is in the air. With the 

night cool-down, perhaps the Cymbidiums will decide 

that it is time to start spiking.  So far, I’m only finding 

spikes on the early Cyms such as Peter Pan and 

Chen’s Ruby.  But be on the lookout, since those 

spikes can appear—and need staking—rather quickly 

once they get going.  Also, as it cools off at night, wa-

tering does need to be in the morning so that plants 

can dry out before they get cold again. As long as it 

stays cool, quantity and frequency of watering can 

start to be reduced a bit, but be ready to kick it up 

again when the Santa Ana winds occur. If you are 

growing Pterostyis curta or other summer-dormant ter-

restrials, it’s time to start watering. 

Here’s Cymbidium Peter Pan ‘Greensleeves”. It is half 

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

Cym. ensifolium, which explains both its small stature 

and early blooming.  

Cattleya bowringiana is an easy outdoor-growing species. 

My coerulea bloomed last month, now it is time for the 

typical form. It is one of the parents of Cattleya Porcia 

(many of you have C. Porcia ‘Cannizaro’), which also will 

be blooming soon.  It is now classified as the genus Guar-

ianthe, which changes the names of its hybrids as well. 

Its floriferousness carries over into its hybrids. 

Cymbidium 

Peter Pan 

‘Greensleeves’ 

Slc. Tiny Beau is a charming little hybrid. The flowers 

are just a little more than 2 inches across, but there 

are lots of them. The plant is also compact.  One par-

ent is Lc. Trick or Treat, which has lots of small red-

orange flowers.  The other is Sc. Beaufort, which has 

beautiful round form.  The result is an orchid with lots 

of flowers of lovely 

form. And of course, 

very cold-tolerant. 

Cattleya (Guarianthe)  

bowringiana 

Sophrolaeliacattleya  

Tiny Beau 



Editor’s Notes, from Page 3 

Here’s a weird Angraecoid species, Aeranthes ra-

mose. It is more cold-tolerant than most members of 

its genus. It does need to be shady and damp. The 

spike is like a long, thin wire. The flower appears at 

the tip of the “wire” so one can imagine it floating in 

a forest, not apparently attached to anything, floating 

in the breeze. It produces flowers sequentially on the 

ever-elongating spike, so don’t cut the spike until it is 

definitely dry all the way back to the plant. 

If you can provide a shady spot, Lycaste should be a fairly 

easy genus to grow in southern California.  The big, 

showy hybrids do most of their blooming in the spring, 

but there are other Lycastes that bloom at various 

times. To me, Lycaste schilleriana is particularly at-

tractive, with its bronze segments and the white lip 

with red accents. My plant seems to prefer sending 

its flowers out the bottom or sides of the basket, so it 

really does need to hang. 

Miltonia regnelii is a climber, so it grows well mount-

ed.  It also grows well in a basket, though it tries to 

spread out. But it is a very reliable bloomer.  For big-

ger flowers with outstanding color, there is Miltonia 

morelliana. It was  earlier considered a variety of Mil-

Aeranthes ramosa 

Lycaste schilleriana 

Miltonia regnelii 

Miltonia morelliana (spectabilis var. morelliana) 

Continued, Page 5 
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 

• Andy’s Orchids Fall Open House* 

October 5-7, 2018; 10 AM—4 PM 

734 Ocean View Ave., Encinitas 

Info:  www.andysorchids.com 

• Huntington Orchid Show and Sale* 

October 19-21, 2018; 10 AM—5 PM 

The Huntington Library, Art Galleries and Botanical Gardens, San Marino (Brody Botanical Center) 

Info: www.huntington.org/orchidshow 

• South Coast Orchid Society Annual Auction* 

October 22, 2018; Preview and registration 6 PM, Auction begins 7 PM 

Whaley Park Clubhouse, 5620 Atherton St., Long Beach 

www.southcoastorchidsociety.com 

• Orchids in the Park: San Diego County Orchid Society Show and Sale* 

October 27-28, 2018: Saturday, Show Noon—6 PM, sales 10 AM—6 PM; Sunday, 10 AM—4 PM 

Balboa Park’s Casa del Prado, Room 101 (Near Natural History Museum), San Diego 

Info: www.sdorchids.com 

• Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Fall Open House* 

November 3-4, 2018; Saturday 8 AM—5 PM, Sunday 9 AM—4 PM 

1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.sborchid.com 

• Cal Orchid Fall Open House 

November 3-4, 2018; 9 AM—4 PM 

1251 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.calorchid.com 

• Santa Barbara Orchid Society Show and Sale* 

November 17-18, 2018; Saturday 10 AM—5 PM, Sunday 10 AM—3 PM 

Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History, 2559 Puesta Del Sol Rd, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.orchidsb.org  

Roberta Fox, Editor 

tonia spectabilis,, but is now listed as a separate 

species.  I have noticed that these Miltonias tend to 

have rather yellow foliage, even though they are 

healthy.  Probably, they are being grown brighter 

than they would prefer, but they bloom and grow so 

I don’t think that is particularly a sign of a problem. 

From Page 4 
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

 

Andy's Orchids 

Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips 

760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com 

www.andysorchids.com 

Cal Orchid 

Contact: James & Lauris Rose 

805-967-1312  

www.calorchid.com 

Casa de las Orquideas 

Contact: Nancy Batchman 

858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com 

www.orquideas.com 

Diamond Orchids 

Contact: Peter Lin 

909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 

www.diamondorchids.com 

Ecuagenera Orchids from Ecuador 

Contact: info@ecuagenera.com 

www.ecuagenera.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 

Contact: Theodore Johnson 

(714) 979-5887 

Gold Country Orchids 

Contact: Alan Koch 

916-645-8600, questions@goldcountryorchids.com 

http://www.goldcountryorchids.com/ 

Orchid Design 

Contact: Angelic Nguyen 

408-947-0486, angelic@orchidesign.com 

www.orchidesign.com 

Ruben Colmenares 

562-519-2433 

Rco90808@gmail.com  

Sorella Orchids 

Contact: Nenita Sorella 

360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 

Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 

800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 

www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 

Contact: Fred Clarke 

760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 

www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

TropicalExotique 

Contact: Manote Quah 

tropicalexotique@icloud.com 

 

 

 


