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Orchids of Southeastern Australia 
Ron Parsons 

Ron Parsons has been growing orchids for going on 40 years and has been interested in 

and has grown species orchids for most of that time. He loves to photograph orchids and 

other flowers whenever he can, whether it be in collections or on trips to see them in na-

ture.  His photographs appear often in Orchid Digest and Orchids.  He has co-authored 

multiple books, all with Mary Gerritsen.  The biggest was a two-volume set called A Com-

pendium of Miniature Orchid Species, with nearly 1200 pages, 1800 photographs, and 

features more than 500 species.  

For five weeks of the austral spring of 2011, from early October to mid-early November, 

Ron traveled through southeastern Australia. HIs trip 

started on the island state of Tasmania (the north 

and northwest part) where friends took him out to 

see and photograph orchids he would not have 

found on his own. From there he traveled to Victoria 

where he was take to Grampians National Park in 

the west, the Anglesea Peninsula west of Melbourne, 

and Wilson’s Promontory to the southeast of Mel-

bourne, where again many exciting orchids were 

found. Next stop was Canberra for a few days, then 

to areas both north and south of Sydney in New 

South Wales where many fantastic ground, lithophyt-

ic and epiphytic orchids were seen. His incredible 

trip ended with several days spent on the beautiful 

isle of Bruny Island, southeast of the capitol of Ho-

bart, an island off an island off an island!  
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President’s Message 

Finally, I hope, the super-hot temperatures are 

history.  It is nice to have the warm evenings, 

but not as hot as we were experiencing.  Still 

not sure of how much damage was done to the 

Orchids, but I do have some that got toasted…

Well now on to the cooler days of Autumn and 

the Fascination of Orchids Show… 

Thanks to all that attended our Board Meeting.  

Our next Board Meeting will be held right be-

fore our regular November Meeting  

We had the pleasure of hearing one of our fa-

vorite speakers, Peter Lin of Diamond Orchids 

at our August Meeting.  Our September meet-

ing will feature Ron Parsons talking on orchids 

of southeastern Australia.  I am sorry that I will 

not be able to hear him for I will not be at the 

September meeting.  The Meeting will be in the 

capable hands of Roberta and Theo. 

Just a few more weeks until the Fascination of 

Orchids International Show & Sale.  We have 

lined up some great vendors, including some 

who are making their first appearance at our 

Show.  Looking forward to having a great Show and 

looking forward to have our members and friends 

attend the Show and help out.  Roberta will have a 

Sign-Up Sheet for we still need to fill in some of the 

hours.  This is the biggest benefactor for the Society 

and we need your help to make it a success… 

Happy Growing, 

Tony 

August speaker Peter Lin selected Lc. Sagarik 

Wax ‘NN’, grown by Gen Gundersen, as his 

Speaker’s Choice.  (Tag needs to be corrected, 

took a little research to find it...).  Gen counted 

19 flowers, and states that it is very fragrant.  

One of the parents of this plant is Cattleya 

Chocolate Drop, known for the firm, waxy quali-

ty of its flowers (very much in evidence here), 

as well as fragrance.  3/4 of the parentage of 

this hybrid consists of species that are cold-

tolerant and grow easily outdoors—C. leopoldii, 

C. aurantiaca, and C. guttata. The rest is a mix, 

but these three species dominate, for a very 

robust and beautiful plant.  

Speaker’s Choice 

In Memorium — Simone Friend 

Simone Friend passed away in mid-August. 

She was almost synonymous with the Orchid 

Digest. Simone was involved in all aspects of 

the publication and its supporting organization 

in innumerable roles over the past 20 years. 

She was also a member of many orchid socie-

ties, and will be deeply missed throughout the 

orchid community..  

Lc, Sagarik Wax ‘NN’ 
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Editor’s Notes 

We’re finally seeing the teesiest bit of overnight 

cooldown, and that’s good news for future blooms 

from the Cymbidiums and other orchids as well. This 

year, quite a few of my plants bloomed 4—6 weeks 

later than they usually do because of last fall’s 

“extended summer” that lasted through November.  I 

just hope it lasts. We can expect another two months 

of warm days, but lower night temperatures seem to 

be a trigger for blooming. 

Heading into fall show and sale season, there will be 

plenty of opportunities for orchid acquisition.  First is 

the South Bay show, followed by our own Fascination 

of Orchids at the end of September.  We still need 

some more people for the information table through 

both Saturday and Sunday.   We can’t do it with just a 

few people pulling multiple shifts.  We need help from 

many more people, so that nobody is unfairly bur-

dened.  And of course, the shopping will be outstand-

ing. We have some new vendors that you will certainly 

want to visit.  Beyond that is the Huntington Show and 

also some grower Open Houses.  Check out the Events 

calendar and plan your autumn. 

While most of the Cymidiums are waiting for cooler 

weather—hardly any of those have even started to 

spike—Cym. Golden Elf ‘Sundust’ has faithfully made 

its sunny, fragrant August appearance. It may also do 

another batch of flowers a little later, but they’re very 

welcome now.  Also among the warm-growing Cymbidi-

ums, Cym. finlaysonianaum is also in full bloom. Actu-

ally, I have found that the latter is not only is happy to 

bloom when it is warm, it actually prefers warmth. It 

comes tropical areas of southeast Asia, the Philippines 

and parts of Indonesia. In fact, until I started putting it 

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

under the covered 

part of my growing 

area, I tended to lose 

new growths to rot 

when the weather 

turned cold. It doesn’t 

need a greenhouse, 

though it might like 

one, but it is some-

what sensitive to cold 

(especially when wet), 

very unlike the soft-

leaved Cyms that we 

all grow easily. 

There are some 

lovely outdoor-

growing Cattleya 

species.  Knowing 

the species, one can also choose the hybrids that will be 

cold-tolerant.  Last month Cattleya leopoldii (tigrina) put 

on a show, and now Cattleya bicolor is blooming. Both 

Cymbidium Golden Elf 

‘Sundust’ 

Cymbidium  

finlaysonianum 

Cattleya bicolor 



Editor’s Notes, from Page 3 

tend to be tall (24” to 30” pseudobulbs) but have a 

fairly compact footprint, not tending to spread out.  

Vertical space is plentiful. A good solution to the fact 

that these tall plants are top-heavy is to hang them. 

They love that. One of my favorite Cattleya hybrids, C. 

Quinquecolor is blooming again. It is a primary hybrid 

of C. aclandiae, a warmer-growing Catt with wonder-

ful color, and C. forbesii, which is not as pretty, but is 

cold-tolerant and blooms several times a year. The 

result is a beautiful flower (in abundance) that 

blooms two or three times a year and laughs at the 

winter chill.  

Another group of the Cattleya tribe that is very cold-

tolerant, and imparts that to offspring, are the rupiculous 

Laelias.  They’re classified as Cattleya now, but I’m not 

changing my tags… One of my most reliable ones, which 

Roberta Fox, Editor 

also can bloom twice a year, is Laelia colnagoi 

(pronounced “colnago-I”). The flowers of this, and 

others of the group, are also fairly long-lasting.  

 

A discussion of cold-tolerant Vandas starts with 

Neofinetia falcata. For me, these tend to bloom in 

late July or early August, but they’re running late this 

year. Its vanilla-like fragrance is delightful, especial-

ly in the evening. It comes from Japan where it can 

be quite chilly (even down to freezing). It gives that 

cold-tolerance to its hybrids, such as Ascofinetia 

Peaches. This primary hybrid actually has a double 

dose of cold-tolerance, since its other parent is As-

cocentrum curvifolium. (For the record, both parents 

are now classified as Vanda.) 

Cattleya Quinquecolor 

Laelia colnagoi 

Neofinetia 

falcata 

Ascofinetia 

peaches 
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 

• South Bay Orchid Society Show and Sale* 

September 15-16, 2018; Sales Sat. 9 AM—5 PM, Sun. 9 AM—4 PM, Show Sat. 11 AM—5 PM, Sun 9 AM—4 PM 

South Coast Botanic Garden, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd., Palos Verdes 

Info: www.southbayorchidsocierty.com 

• Fascination of Orchids International Show and Sale* 

September 29-30, 2018; 10 AM—5 PM 

South Coast Plaza Village, 1621 W. Sunflower, Santa Ana (across from South Coast Plaza) 

Info: www.ocorchidshow.com 

• Andy’s Orchids Fall Open House* 

October 5-7, 2018; 10 AM—4 PM 

734 Ocean View Ave., Encinitas 

Info:  www.andysorchids.com 

• Huntington Orchid Show and Sale* 

October 19-21, 2018; 10 AM—5 PM 

The Huntington Library, Art Galleries and Botanical Gardens, San Marino (Brody Botanical Center) 

Info: www.huntington.org/orchidshow 

• Orchids in the Park: San Diego County Orchid Society Show and Sale* 

October 27-28, 2018: Saturday, Show Noon—6 PM, sales 10 AM—6 PM; Sunday, 10 AM—4 PM 

Balboa Park’s Casa del Prado, Room 101 (Near Natural History Museum), San Diego 

Info: www.sdorchids.com 

• Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Fall Open House* 

November 3-4, 2018; Saturday 8 AM—5 PM, Sunday 9 AM—4 

PM 

1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.sborchid.com 

• Cal Orchid Fall Open House 

November 3-4, 2018; 9 AM—4 PM 

1251 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.calorchid.com 

• Santa Barbara Orchid Society Show and Sale* 

November 17-18, 2018; Saturday 10 AM—5 PM, Sunday 10 

AM—3 PM 

Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History, 2559 Puesta Del Sol 

Rd, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.orchidsb.org  
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

 

Andy's Orchids 

Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips 

760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com 

www.andysorchids.com 

Cal Orchid 

Contact: James & Lauris Rose 

805-967-1312  

www.calorchid.com 

Casa de las Orquideas 

Contact: Nancy Batchman 

858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com 

www.orquideas.com 

Diamond Orchids 

Contact: Peter Lin 

909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 

www.diamondorchids.com 

Ecuagenera Orchids from Ecuador 

Contact: info@ecuagenera.com 

www.ecuagenera.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 

Contact: Theodore Johnson 

(714) 979-5887 

Gold Country Orchids 

Contact: Alan Koch 

916-645-8600, questions@goldcountryorchids.com 

http://www.goldcountryorchids.com/ 

Orchid Design 

Contact: Angelic Nguyen 

408-947-0486, angelic@orchidesign.com 

www.orchidesign.com 

Ruben Colmenares 

562-519-2433 

Rco90808@gmail.com  

Sorella Orchids 

Contact: Nenita Sorella 

360-607-9342, nsorella@aol.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 

Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 

800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 

www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 

Contact: Fred Clarke 

760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 

www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

TropicalExotique 

Contact: Manote Quah 

tropicalexotique@icloud.com 

 

 

 


