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Plants Behaving Badly: Sex and Lies 
Sir David Attenborough 

Well, Sir David won’t be personally visiting us, 

alas,  but we will be presenting his documentary 

about orchids, originally produced for the BBC, 

more recently seen on PBS.  From the liner 

notes: “Orchids have an ethereal beauty, grow-

ing hundreds of feet up in a misty rainforest or 

along the verges of busy suburban roads. But 

their exotic flowers are shaped for just one pur-

pose—to seduce pollinators.  Many use sex as a 

lure by impersonating a female bee or wasp” 

David Attenborough is a veteran British broad-

caster and naturalist. He has been producing 

nature documentaries since the 1950’s.  

“Beginning with Life on Earth in 1979, Attenborough set about creating a body of work 

which became a benchmark of quality in wildlife film-making and influenced a genera-

tion of documentary film-makers. The series also established many of the hallmarks of 

the BBC's natural history output. By treating his subject seriously and researching the 

latest discoveries, Attenborough and his production team gained the trust of scientists, 

who responded by allowing him to feature their subjects in his programmes. In Rwanda, 

for example, Attenborough and his crew were granted privileged access to film Dian Fos-

sey's research group of mountain gorillas. Innovation was another factor in Life on 

Earth's success: new film-making techniques were devised to get the shots Attenbor-

ough wanted, with a focus on events and animals that were hitherto unfilmed... Although 

appearing as the on-screen presenter, he consciously restricted his time on camera to 

give his subjects top billing. “ (Wikipedia)  

As technology has improved, he has revisited locations and subjects, always bringing 

insight, gentle humor, and the efforts of the finest nature videographers to the small 

screen.  
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President’s Message 

So nice to have the days get longer and next month 

we will be back to Daylight Savings Time to give us 

even more time in the evening to attend to our 

plants.  Some of my cymbidiums are blooming and 

many are in spike, so Spring must be almost here.   

However, the rainy season has not quite produced 

as much water as we would like.  Hopefully, we will 

see more, not as a deluge that hit many areas a 

few weeks ago, but some nice light steady rain. 

Thank you, Roberta for holding down the club while 

I was away last month.  I greatly appreciated it. 

However, I missed a wonderful lecture by Fred 

Clarke.  Fortunately, I did catch his lecture at anoth-

er club in November.  Fred always provides some 

great information and CGOS always strives to pre-

sent great programs and plant tables.  Love to hear 

from our members on what they would like to hear. 

We will hold our next Board Meeting a week prior to 

our regular February meeting at the home of Rob-

erta Fox.  We moved the Board Meeting up a week 

so that we make some plans to pick up some Ven-

dor plants at the Newport Westminster Show for upcom-

ing April Auction. As usual, we will provide some great piz-

za for your dining pleasure at the Board Meeting.  Come 

join us on February 7 at 6:30 pm and help make our club 

an even better organization.  We always welcome ideas 

and suggestions and we do need more help. Remember, 

board meetings are open to all members. 

Speaking of the April Auction, look around for some spare 

plants that you may wish to donate to the Club for the 

Auction.  We are always looking for some tagged plants in 

great shape. 

Happy growing and will see you at the  Board meeting 

February 7 and of course at the regular Society meeting 

February 14. 

Best Regards. 

Tony Glinskas, President 

January speaker Fred Clarke selected Phragmipedium Living Fire, 

grown by Richard Hess, as his Speaker’s Choice. This well-grown 

plant had four flowers open, and buds ready to open. Richard 

grows this, and all of his Phrags, in a greenhouse.  They like to be 

quite damp. He often places them in a saucer of water.  When 

they are potted, there is a layer of rock, or styrofoam peanuts, or 

other inorganic material at the bottom,  so that the roots can be 

above the water (though 

they may grow down to 

reach it).  

This hybrid is Phrag bes-

seae x Phrag. Sorcerer’s 

Apprentice. The brilliant 

color comes from the 

Phrag besseae parent. 

Speaker’s Choice 

Phragmipedium Living Fire 
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Editor’s Notes 

We are headed into spring show season.  There has 

been a break of a couple of months, so you could 

consolidate your collection, figure out where to put 

the acquisitions of the fall. Now, new orchids are call-

ing you…  The NHOS show at Westminster Mall is 

coming up fast, the weekend just before our Febru-

ary meeting.  Note that it is in a different location 

within the mall this year—second level, in the Penny’s 

wing. March brings both the Santa Barbara show 

(with open houses at Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 

and Cal Orchid), and then the San Diego show two 

weeks later.  There are also some orchid auctions on 

the Events calendar.  Especially, don’t forget ours, on 

our regular meeting day in April.  As you repot your 

plants, consider setting aside a division for the auc-

tion.  Or if you have healthy plants that need new 

homes, consider donating them to the auction.  We’ll 

have labels and log sheets at the March meeting, so 

that you can get plants ready ahead of time.  There 

will be more information on the process in the March 

newsletter. 

It is a challenge to get the watering correct.  When it 

is chilly and damp, it’s necessary to reduce watering 

frequency because the plants don’t dry out.  But wait 

a week, and it’s 85 degrees with 10% relative humid-

ity.  Then, even a summer schedule may not be ade-

quate— last summer, the mid-day relative humidity 

was in the 40% - 60% range.  During the days when it 

is hot and bone-dry, I am even watering most of the 

“resting” orchids a little.  They may not get rain in 

their native habitats during the winter, but they don’t 

get the desert-like heat and low humidity either. It 

just is not possible to get it right following the calen-

dar.  On a few of those days, one could water every 

morning and still have everything quite dry by noon. 

It’s not quite summer… days are shorter, so that may 

slow down the drying process.  And even when days 

are hot, nights are (mostly) chilly, so do the watering 

in the morning so that the plants don’t have wet feet 

when it does get cold overnight.  

The rest of the country is struggling with snow and 

freezing weather, and the creativity necessary to 

grow orchids nearly every place except here is amaz-

ing and a tribute to people’s love of orchids.  We, on 

the other hand, are seeing the blooms of spring. My 

Cymbidiums are mostly running late though I have a 

few, but lots of other things are right on schedule. 

Paphiopedilum insigne is, for me, one of the easiest 

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

Paphs to grow and flower. (Its close relative, Paph. insig-

ne is in the same category).  It is very happy outside, 

and seems to like more light than most Paphs. This 

blooming produced 3 flowers, but there are some more 

growths nearly the same size as the blooming ones, so I 

hope for another batch in the near future. 

The first few flowers of Pterostylis curta emerged a few 

weeks ago, but there are many growths that are just 

starting to spike.  The first few were rather short.  I hope 

that with a little more development, that the spikes will 

start to get a bit taller before opening.  I repotted the 

dormant tubers in late July, and started watering lightly.  

The little rosettes of leaves started to emerge in late Sep-

tember or early October, and then I began watering more 

heavily. There will probably be one or two pots of these 

for silent auction, all proceeds to the club, if you don’t 

already have one.  

Another reliable bloomer for this time of year is 

Brassolaeliocattleya Zul ‘Wantana’.  I got this plant from 

Theo Johnson.  It was awarded at the NHOS show some 

years back, and he named it for his friend Wantana (Ann) 

Chulapatrcheevin.  It is a really vigorous plant, and outra-

geously fragrant.  I have found that it does do better in 

the greenhouse in the winter, although based on its par-

entage, Cattleya skinneri x Blc Orange Nuggett, it really 

Paphiopedilum villosum 
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should be OK outside. That’s one of those situations 

where you try things based on what seems reasona-

ble, observe the result, and adjust as necessary. 

Lycastes grow very nicely outside.  They do like to be 

kept shady, and fairly damp. Here is Lycaste schiller-

iana. 

Ansellia africana can easily bloom two or three times a 

year. Its growths look somewhat like they should be-

long to a Dendrobium, the flowers look a bit like some 

of the Odontoglossums.  Wrong on both counts… it is 

actually related to Cymbidiums.  I grow it in filtered sun 

or bright shade. The roots can grow quite long, and I 

have found that these do especially well in the narrow 

Chinese Cymbidium pots, which have lots of room for 

the roots to grow straight for a good distance—the 

same conditions that work well for many Cymbidiums. 

There is quite a bit of variation in the pattern.  Here are 

two examples. 

Continued: Page 5 

Pterostylis 

curta 

Blc. 

Zul 

‘Wantana’ 

HCC/AOS 

Lycaste schilleriana 

Ansellia 

africana 
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 

• Newport Harbor Orchid Society Orchid Expo and Sale* 

February 9—11, 2018; Friday 10 AM—9 PM, Saturday 10 AM—7 PM, Sunday 11 AM—6 PM 

Westminster Mall, Westminster (2nd level, near J.C. Penny) 

Info: www.nhosinfo.org/orchidshow 

• Pacific Orchid Exposition Show and Sale* 

February 23-25, 2018 

Hall of Flowers, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco 

Info: www.orchidsanfrancisco.org 

• Santa Barbara Orchid Show* 

March 9-11, 2018; 9 AM—5 PM 

Earl Warren Showgrounds, Santa Barbara 

Info: https://sborchidshow.com/ 

• Long Beach Amateurs Annual Auction* 

March 12, 2018; 6 PM Preview, 6:30 PM Auction begins 

St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church Hall, 6201 E. Willow St., Long Beach 

Info: www.lbaos.com 

• San Diego Orchid Society Show and Sale* 

March 23-25, 2018; Friday 3—7 PM, Saturday 9 AM—6 PM, Sunday 10 AM—4 PM 

Scottish Rite Event Center, 1895 Camino Del Rio South, San Diego 

Info: www.sdorchids.com 

• Cool Growing Orchid Society Annual Auction*  (THAT’S OURS!) 

April 11, 2018; 6:30 PM registration and preview, 7 PM Auction 

Garden Grove Masonic Lodge, 11270 Acacia Pkwy., Garden Grove 

Info: www.coolorchids.org 

• South Bay Orchid Society Annual Auction* 

April 20, 2018; 6:30 PM Preview, 7 PM Auction 

South Coast Botanic Garden, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd, Palos Verdes Peninsula 

Info: www.southbayorchidsociety.com 

 

Also related to Cymbidiums are the Catasetinae. 

These really have had no water all winter—but they 

are in the greenhouse, which is more humid than it 

has been outside.  During the summer, once night 

temperatures are reliably about about 55 deg. F, 

these can grow outside, which is convenient be-

cause the leaves get very large.  This Mormodes 

Mark Mills  decided to wait until it was fully dormant 

(and leafless) to bloom.  I have resisted the tempta-

tion to water even a little.  It is really important to 

wait until the roots and new growth are 

developed before starting to water. Roberta Fox, Editor 

Mormodes Mark Mills 
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

 

Andy's Orchids 
Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips 
760-436-4239, info@andysorchids.com 
www.andysorchids.com 

Cal Orchid 

Contact: James & Lauris Rose 

805-967-1312  

www.calorchid.com 

Casa de las Orquideas 
Contact: Nancy Batchman 
858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com 
www.orquideas.com 

Diamond Orchids 
Contact: Peter Lin 
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 
www.diamondorchids.com 

Ecuagenera Orchids from Ecuador 
Contact: info@ecuagenera.com 
www.ecuagenera.com 

Flori-Culture (Calwest Tropical Supplies) 

Contact: jon@calwesttropical.com 
800-301-9009 
www.calwesttropical.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 
Contact: Theodore Johnson 
(714) 979-5887 

Gold Country Orchids 
Contact: Alan Koch 

916-645-8600, questions@goldcountryorchids.com 
http://www.goldcountryorchids.com/ 

Hatfield Orchids 
Contact: George Hatfield 
805-901-0340 
www.facebook.com/Hatfield-Orchids 

rePotme.com 
302—855-5859 

www.repotme.com 

Ruben Colmenares 

562-519-2433 

RubenColmenares@ocfa.org 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 
www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 
Contact: Fred Clarke 
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

 

 

 




