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Orchids of Tropical America
Ron Kaufmann
Our speaker in October will be Ron Kaufmann, chair of the San Diego County Orchid Society Conservation Committee and a founding director of the Orchid Conservation Alliance.
Ron has been growing orchids for two decades and has travelled extensively to view orchids in the wild in Asia and South America, particularly Brazil, Ecuador and Colombia. He
will discuss why orchids are among the most diverse families of plants, as well as stories
about orchid explorers and the many ways in which orchids attract animals, including humans. This presentation is based on the recently published book "Orchids of Tropical
America," which he co-authored with Joe Meisel (Ceiba Foundation for Tropical Conservation) and Franco Pupulin (University of Costa Rica and Lankester Botanical Gardens).
Ron is a marine biologist by training, and his scientific work includes studies of Antarctic and
deep-sea ecosystems as well as marine communities in coastal Southern California. His orchid
collection began with a reedstem Epidendrum
and progressed to a diverse assemblage that
contains mostly species orchids. He has a longstanding interest in conservation and has been a
member of the SDCOS Conservation Committee
for more than 15 years and chair since 2004.
Since 1991, the Conservation Committee has
awarded more than $200,000 to support projects in 22 different countries. Ron also helped
to found the Orchid Conservation Alliance and
serves on the boards of the OCA, EcoMinga
Foundation (a conservation foundation based in
Ecuador) and Orchid Digest, as well as the American Orchid Society Conservation Committee.

Stelis kefersteiniana
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Speaker’s Choice
September speaker Peter Lin selected Psychopsis Kalihi, grown by Roberta Fox as his Speaker’s Choice. He commented on the large number of spikes. (The blooming in this photo was even better than it was last month), and
that the plant has a reputation for being difficult to grow. This is a primary hybrid of Psychopsis papilio x Psychopsis krameriana. The Pyp. krameriana parent tends to shorten the spikes a bit, relative to Pyp. papilio (which tends to have 4’ spikes that are nearly impossible to
transport.) Both species originate in a wide area of Central America into northern
South America.
“I have not found this to be difficult to grow at all. I obtained it nearly 10 years ago
as a single-spike plant in a 5” pot, and it has consistently added new spikes. At its
best, it had 12 flowers open on 13 spikes. The spikes rebloom for years, and when
the growing tip finally gives up, in many cases a new side branch is produced that
keeps on blooming. So don’t cut any spike that isn’t brown and crispy all the way to
the base! This plant does need to grow warm (greenhouse) , but is quite happy in
a bright window in the house. I grew Pyp. papilio and its hybrids in the condo that I had before my current home, in an upstairs hallway window. It
does hate to be repotted, so needs to grow in a medium that does not
break down readily—I have found that about half bark and half inorganic
(large perlite or diatomite) works well, and when repotting just drop into a
new pot with minimal disturbance to the roots. It also seems to want to be
on the dry side, so well-drained medium is important, and don’t over-pot.
This feature also helps it grow in the house, which tends to be much drier
than a greenhouse.” (RF)

President’s Message
The 37th edition of the Fascination of Orchids Show
is now history. We had great weather, nice crowds
and some fantastic orchids to make us happy.
Thanks to all of our members who came to the
Show and especially those who helped out before,
during and after. It is a big job to get everything
done and with help it goes so much quicker. It is
an important source of revenue for our club and
helps keep our dues low, plant tables full and great
speakers and activities.
Talking about great speakers, we have another one
this month in the form of Ron Kaufmann, a founding Director of the Orchid Conservation Alliance who
will speaking on “Orchids of Tropical America” this
month. More about him is written about him later
by our Newsletter Editor.
Cool nights tell us that Fall is here and those so important temperature differences for our Cymbidi-

Psychopsis Kalihi

ums to start spiking. We really do live in one of the best
locations for Cymbidiums and do not need to bring them
to a mountain or supermarket cooler to initiate the flower
cycle.
Looking ahead, don’t forget that November is the time for
our annual PIE-A-THON! So get ready to impress our
Members with your culinary masterpiece…. November will
also be the time for a Society Board Meeting. We will
hold it at 6PM, right before our regular meeting at the Masonic Hall.

Happy growing and will see you at the October Meeting.
Best regards,

Tony Glinskas, President

Page 3

Editor’s Notes

giving Last month I shared the coerulea form, now the
typical form is blooming.

There’s one more big local show, at the Huntington,
and then show season winds down. However, there
are also several growers’ open houses in the next
month, so check the Events Calendar to plan your
orchid shopping. The best way to always have something in bloom is to buy blooming plants throughout
the year.

Laelia anceps spikes are developing rapidly, and I expect to see some of them start to bloom in a month or
perhaps 6 weeks. But some of its hybrids are already
blooming. A classic one, which is also quite fragrant, is
Laeliocattleya Puppy Love (L. anceps x C. Dubiosa) Essentially all of the L. anceps hybrids are very coldtolerant.

Days are still warm, but nights are cooling off. With
warm summer nights, evening watering gave the
plants extra time to absorb the water. However, it’s
time to shift to morning watering, to give the plants a
chance to dry before they get cold. The evening chill
will encourage Cymbidiums and many other fall and
winter-blooming orchids to initiate spikes if they
haven’t already started. Start watching for spikes
that need staking—they can sneak up on you. Some
of the Catasetinae are already showing signs of approaching dormancy, so as they lose leaves cut back
the water and fertilizer. They aren’t all the same
with respect to timing… some are still going strong
and won’t slow down for another month or two. Pterostylis curta is starting to emerge. I have been watering these lightly since the beginning of August, and
now am keeping them watered well since they are
now actively growing new leaves and the beginning
of flower spikes. If you haven’t started to water
yours yet, what are you waiting for? It’s time.
Cattleya bowringiana is a species that grows easily
outside. I have found that mine do better with overhead protection in the winter, but they’re pretty for-

I have one Prosthechea cochleata plant that typically starts blooming in July, and now is getting
near the end of its bloom cycle. (It blooms sequentially.) I have another that has been in bloom for
less than a month, and will probably slow down
some time around January. It’s fairly compact
now, but as new flowers emerge, the spike gets

Cattleya bowringiana
Prosthechea
cochleata

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4

Editor’s Notes, from Page 3
longer and by that time it will be 2’ - 3’ long with flowers at the tip.
Looking at another group of orchids, Miltonia regnellii
is robust and blooms easily outside. It’s a rambler,
so is best grown in a basket or on a mount.

there are some other less common Sobralias that are
not on the same schedule. Sob. violacea is a beauty.
It grows fairly tall, and likes to be a bit shadier than
Sob. macrantha and relatives. It has produced one set
of flowers this season, more on the way. Too tall to
transport, so enjoy the photo.
Sobralia violacea

Miltonia regnellii

Lycaste schilleriana won’t make it to the meeting for
this blooming. Usually the flowers come out above
the basket or out the sides, but this time it decided to
send the flower out the bottom, making it difficult to
transport safely. (Remember, Lycaste is related to
Stanhopea… clearly this one got the idea from its
cousin) It’s a striking flower, with heavy substance,
Maybe next time it will be better behaved.
Lycaste schilleriana

Most of the Sobrallias in the Sob. macrantha group
finished a month or two ago, though I have one Sob.
macrantha that starts blooming in late July or early
August about the time the others are winding down,
and will be blooming on and off into November. But

One needs to look at everything carefully, or it is
easy to miss the small, but very charming, flowers.
Scaphosepalum verrucosum was one of those little
SBOE $7.50 specials. It took awhile to establish, but
now it’s almost always in bloom. It produces flowers
sequentially on the same spike for months, so don’t
cut the spikes until they are brown and brittle. Flowers are a bit less than 1/4” .

Scaphosepalum
verrucosum

Roberta Fox, Editor
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link
•

Andy’s Orchids Fall Open House
October 6-8, 2017; 10 AM—5 PM
734 Oceanview Ave., Encinitas
Info: www.andysorchids.com

•

Hatfield “Kick Off the Season” Sale at Yamada’s
October 7, 2017
Yamada Company, 706 W. Gardena Blvd, Gardena
Info: (310) 327- 5668

•

International Huntington Orchid Show and Sale*
October 20-22, 2017; 10 AM—5 PM
The Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical Gardens,
San Marino
Info: http://www.huntington.org/orchidshow/

•

South Coast Orchid Society Annual Auction*
October 23, 2017; 6 PM registration; 6:30 PM Auction begins
Whaley Park Clubhouse, 5620 Atherton St., Long Beach
Info: www.southcoastorchidsociety.com

•

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Fall Open House
November 4-5, 2017 8AM—4 PM
1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara
Info: www.sborchid.com

•

Cal Orchid Fall Open House
November 4-5, 2017 9 AM—4 PM
1251 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara
Info: www.calorchid.com

•

Santa Barbara History Museum Show and Sale*
November 18-19, 2017; Sat. 10 AM—5 PM, Sun 10 AM—3 PM
2559 Puesta Del Sol Rd, Santa Barbara
Info: www.orchidsb.org
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.
Please support them with your business. When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of
our society. They need to know that our Society supports them.
Andy's Orchids
Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips
760-436-4235, info@andysorchids.com
www.andysorchids.com

Cal Orchid
Contact: James & Lauris Rose
805-967-1312
www.calorchid.com

Casa de las Orquideas
Contact: Nancy Batchman
858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com
www.orquideas.com

Diamond Orchids
Contact: Peter Lin
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com
www.diamondorchids.com

Ecuagenera Orchids from Ecuador
Contact: info@ecuagenera.com
www.ecuagenera.com

Flori-Culture (Calwest Tropical Supplies)
Contact: jon@calwesttropical.com
800-301-9009
www.calwesttropical.com

Fascination of Orchids Inc.
Contact: Theodore Johnson
(714) 979-5887

Gold Country Orchids
Contact: Alan Koch
916-645-8600, questions@goldcountryorchids.com
http://www.goldcountryorchids.com/

Hatfield Orchids
Contact: George Hatfield
805-901-0340
www.facebook.com/Hatfield-Orchids

rePotme.com
302—855-5859
www.repotme.com

Ruben Colmenares
562-519-2433
RubenColmenares@ocfa.org

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com
www.sborchid.com

Sunset Valley Orchids
Contact: Fred Clarke
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com

