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Spectacular Orchid Specimen Plants 
Peter T. Lin 

This fast paced PowerPoint presentation will feature 

specimen plants of Orchids, including both species and 

hybrids.  We’ll take a look at how good culture, environ-

ment, and grooming can produce these spectacular 

plants.  Be prepared to be inspired to create your own 

specimen plants at home!      

Peter started growing orchids over 25 years ago, but 

then stopped due to school and starting a career.  It 

wasn't until about 7 years ago that the orchid "bug" 

came back and he is now heavily involved once again.  

He is an accredited judge with the American Orchid So-

ciety and a hybridizer of mini-catts.  He enjoys meeting 

with other orchid enthusiasts, and can often be found at various orchid shows and socie-

ties around the country.  He also has hundreds of photos of his orchids that he maintains 

on Flickr.  You can view them by typing this address into the internet: http://

www.flickr.com/photos/minicatt/collections/ 

Due to limited growing space, Peter likes to specialize in miniature orchids, both species 

and hybrids, and has received numerous AOS awards.  His other interests in orchids in-

clude Dendrobiums, Angraecoids, and Neofinetias.  He 

maintains a collection of a thousand or more orchids at 

his home in Southern California in 3 small greenhouses, 

as well as in the house under fluorescent lights. 
 

Peter will be providing the plants for this month's raffle 

table.  There will be a nice selection of orchids, so be 

sure to buy your tickets! 
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President’s Message 

We had another great Speaker at our August Meet-

ing.  Kay gave a terrific talk about Viruses.  I certain-

ly learned a lot and hopefully you did also.  It was 

also very gratifying to me that a Cymbidium that I 

tested was negative for virus.  I had suspected that 

this plant might have a virus, but as Kay pointed 

out in his lecture, one cannot tell by simply looking 

at a plant if it has a virus.  I purchased some Test 

Kits at the meeting and you may want to contact 

Roberta to check if she has any more for sale.  It is 

a super way to check your collection.  Thanks Theo 

for arranging this talk and Ruben Colmenares for 

supplying us with a very nice plant table. 

Somehow, it is already September, and this means 

that some cymbidiums are starting to spike and 

that the Fascination of Orchids Show is almost 

here.  The Show is the biggest benefactor to our 

Society and we all need to help make it a success.  

Roberta will have fliers and sign up sheets at the 

Meeting.  Please take some fliers and distribute them to 

your friends and neighbors.  It would be great if you can 

have one posted somewhere.  We still need some help for 

the Show.  If you can help with the setup or tear down or 

anything Saturday or Sunday, we really could use a few 

more hands.  It can be a fun job and if we all pitch in, the 

Show will be a success and will go very smoothly 

Our September speaker will be one of our favorites, Peter 

Lin, who always provides us with very interesting talks 

and super Plant Tables.  This time, he will be speaking on 

Specimen Plants.  

Looking forward to seeing all of you at our September 

meeting, taking some fliers and signing up to help with 

the Show. 

Happy growing… 

Tony Glinskas, President 

August speaker Kay Klausing has a 

definite fondness for Paphs. He select-

ed Paphiopedilum tigrinum , grown by 

Roberta Fox, as his Speaker’s Choice 

plant. Roberta grows this plant outside 

in a shady, damp area. This was a 

treasure obtained from a plant table 

almost 14 years ago, so  it is clearly a 

survivor, having encountered plenty of 

beginner mistakes and is still doing 

quite nicely.  It is a relatively rare spe-

cies in cultivation, and probably extinct 

in its native habitat.  

Paph. tigrinum comes from western  

Yunnan Province of China.  According 

to the International Orchid Species 

Photo Encycllopedia (http://

orchidspecies.com) it occurs (or oc-

curred)  on damp, lightly shaded slopes 

at elevations from 1400 m—2200 m (4550 ft.—7150 ft,)  At that 

latitude, it probably experiences winter temperatures near freez-

ing but winters are also fairly dry. Summers are warm and humid. 

Speaker’s Choice 

Paphiopedilum tigrinum 
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Editor’s Notes 

Our big event, of course,  is the Fascination of Or-

chids show. There are still plenty of fliers—we really 

need your help in getting them distributed. And of 

course we need and welcome your help at Show 

time.  If you can manage to be there Sunday at 5 PM, 

the more hands available for breakdown the faster 

we are done. 

There are a number of other orchid-acquiring oppor-

tunities during September and the months following 

as well.  Check the Events page and enjoy adding to 

your orchid collection. 

I hope that you and your plants have weathered the 

heat.  Fall is not so far away. As long as the nights 

stay above about 65 deg. F, watering in the evening 
is a great way to maximize the benefit since the  

plants have the whole night to absorb the moisture.  

But do keep an eye on the weather forecast… by the 

end of September we could be getting down into the 

low 60’s, and then morning water is better. (I know 

it’s hard to remember what it feels like to be chilly, 

but it’s coming…) 

I haven’t had as much action from Cymbidiums as 

Tony has, but there are a few, and spikes have a way 

of sneaking up. The Cattleya tribe is getting quite ex-

citing, however.  Being a “species fancier” I am espe-

cially pleased to find the significant number of Cattle-

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

ya species that grow outside. The more tender ones get 

some overhead protection so that they don’t get wet 

when it’s cold, but they seem to handle winter tempera-

tures fine.  Cattleya schofieldiana is a bit unusual. The 

petals have wavy edges, and tend to be held a bit for-

ward, but the color contrast is striking.  Fragrance is not 

particularly pleasant, but it’s not strong.  

Most of the Cattleya (Guarianthe) bowringiana are still 

in sheath, to bloom in a month or two. But this striking 

coerulea form is earlier than the others. Flowers are a 

bit smaller than the more typical forms that I have, but 

they do make up for it in color.  I have also had it do 

another bloom a couple of months later. 

Cattleya schofieldiana 

Cattleya (Guarianthe) 

bowringiana f. coerulea 

There are some Vanda-

ceous species that do 

nicely outside.  Renan-

thera imschootiana isn’t 

likely to make it to a 

meeting because it is 

too big to transport easi-

ly.  In winter, I hang it up 

with the covered Cattle-

yas (and reduce water 

for both), and it seems 

to handle the cold with 

no problem. This plant 

came from Richard 

Hess.  Thanks, Richard! 

Renanthera 

imschootiana 



Roberta Fox, Editor 

Editor’s Notes, from Page 3 

Another outdoor-growing Vanda is Vanda roeblingi-

ana. This has a particularly interesting lip. Since so 

many of the Vandas and relatives do need warmth 

(and tending to be large, take up a lot of greenhouse 

space) I particularly cherish those that thrive outside 

where I can let them get big with no  worries.  

In the hybrid department, there’s nothing quite like a 

big, floofie, classic white Cattleya .  Cattleya Angel 

Bells is one of those.  When orchids bloom, I often 

bring them into the house to enjoy them for more 

Vanda roeblingiana 

Potinara Memoria 

Gladys Fiqueroa 

hours than I can outside.  This one greats me each 

morning with intoxicating fragrance that fills the room.  

It goes back to the days when special occasions called 

for corsages. But I think that few women who received 

these fully appreciated them because once cut, they 

tend to lose the fragrance.  Much better on the living 

plant.  This one does not need any particular winter 

protection.  Its parentage is fairly complex, but its an-

cestry comes down to a collection of species that 

nearly all are cold-tolerant.  The dominant ones are 

Cattleya loddigesii, Cattley mossiae, and Cattleya tri-

anae.  I grow all of those species outside as well, so 

no wonder that this hybrid is tough as well as beauti-

ful. 

Potinara Memoria Gladys Fiqueroa has dramatic  col-

ors.  The throat is greenish when it opens, but ma-

tures to an intense chrome yellow. When I received 

this plant, as a gift, I had no clue as to how to care for 

it.  Greenhouse? Outside? When I looked it up on Or-

chidwiz I found it to be a rather complex hybrid, but 

most of the species in its background did turn out to 

be ones that can grow outside. So that’s where it 

grows, and it seems to be doing fine. Knowledge is 

power. 

Cattleya Angel Bells 
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 

• Southern California Orchid Species Society Annual Auction * 

September 10, 2017; 12:30 PM registration and preview, 1:00 PM Auction begins 

Kraemer Memorial Park, Backs Community Building, 201 Bradford Ave., Placentia 

Info: www.socalorchidspecies.com 

• South Bay Orchid Society Show and Sale* 

September 16-17; Sales Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; Show Sat. 11-5, Sun. 9-4 

South Coast Botanic Gardens, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd, Palos Verdes 

Info: www.southbayorchidsociety.com 

• Fascination of Orchids International Show and Sale* 

September 23-24, 2017   

South Coast Plaza Village, 1621 W. Sunflower, Santa Ana 

Info: www.ocorchidshow.com 

• Andy’s Orchids Fall Open House 

October 6-8, 2017; 10 AM—5 PM 

734 Oceanview Ave., Encinitas 

Info: www.andysorchids.com 

• International Huntington Orchid Show and Sale* 

October 20-22, 2017; 10 AM—5 PM 

The Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical 

Gardens, San Marino 

Info: http://www.huntington.org/orchidshow/ 

• South Coast Orchid Society Annual Auction 

October 23, 2017; 6 PM registration; 6:30 PM Auction 

begins 

Whaley Park Clubhouse, 5620 Atherton St., Long Beach 

Info: www.southcoastorchidsociety.com 

• Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Fall Open House 

November 4-5, 2017 

1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.sborchid.com 

• Cal Orchid Fall Open House 

November 4-5, 2017 

1251 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.calorchid.com
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

 

Andy's Orchids 
Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips 
760-436-4235, info@andysorchids.com 
www.andysorchids.com 

Cal Orchid 

Contact: James & Lauris Rose 

805-967-1312  

www.calorchid.com 

Casa de las Orquideas 
Contact: Nancy Batchman 
858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com 
www.orquideas.com 

Diamond Orchids 
Contact: Peter Lin 
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 
www.diamondorchids.com 

Ecuagenera Orchids from Ecuador 
Contact: info@ecuagenera.com 
www.ecuagenera.com 

Flori-Culture (Calwest Tropical Supplies) 

Contact: jon@calwesttropical.com 
800-301-9009 
www.calwesttropical.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 
Contact: Theodore Johnson 
(714) 979-5887 

Gold Country Orchids 
Contact: Alan Koch 

916-645-8600, questions@goldcountryorchids.com 
http://www.goldcountryorchids.com/ 

Hatfield Orchids 
Contact: George Hatfield 
805-901-0340 
www.facebook.com/Hatfield-Orchids 

rePotme.com 
302—855-5859 

www.repotme.com 

Ruben Colmenares 

562-519-2433 

RubenColmenares@ocfa.org 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 
www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 
Contact: Fred Clarke 
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

 

 

 




