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Our friends down under have been breed-
ing their native Dendrobiums and creating 
some fantastic flowers, the word is out!   
Aussie Dens are easy to grow, tolerant of 
heat and cold, have fragrant flowers, and 
re-bloom from the old bulbs!!!  They grow 
well with Cattleyas and in frost free areas 
they are perfect plants for the shade 
house.  In conclusion, we cover the ‘best 
practices’ for growing these remarkable 
plants.   
 
Fred Clarke has been growing orchids for 
40 years and has been hybridizing for 37 
of those years. With over 35 years as a 
professional grower and manager in the horticultural industry, Fred applies these skills 

at his orchid nursery; Sunset Valley Orchids, located in San Diego County, California.   

He is a passionate orchid grower whose curiosity in orchids is broad and varied. Alt-
hough developing Cattleya hybrids has been his sustaining interest, he is also actively 
creating new Aussie Dendrobium and Paphiopedilum hybrids.  

His pioneering work in Catasetum intergeneric hybrids led to the development of sev-
eral notable hybrids, most recently the grex, Fredclarkeara After Dark, which produced 
“the blackest flower ever witnessed”.  This grex has received eight FCC’s, eight AM’s 
and the coveted ‘Award of Distinction’ on the first flowers shown for judging! 

Fred is an Accredited Judge in the Pacific South Judging Region. His plants have re-
ceived hundreds of quality awards from the American Orchid Society.  
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Aussie Native Dendrobiums and Their Cultivation 

Fred Clarke 

Den. speciosum  

var. grandiflorum 
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President’s Message 

January speaker George Hatfield selected the splash-

petal Laeliocattleya (Lc.) Tokyo Magic x Sophrolaelio-

cattleya (Slc.) Fire Fantasy brought in by Gen Gunder-

son.  This hybrid has been registered as Slc. Fire 

Magic.   With the reclassification of Sophronitis (in 

this case Sophronitis coccinea) and Brazilian Laelias 

(in this case, Laelia briegeri and Laelia purpurata) as 

Cattleya, it’s now Cattleya Fire Magic. (Don’t rush to 

change tags…. but it is interesting to look at the com-

position of hybrids) This hybrid is fairly complex, but 

more than 3/4 of its component species can tolerate 

cool temperatures, so it can grow well outdoors in 

southern California.  Essentially all of the component 

species can also tolerate warmer temperatures, so it 

could also be grown indoors, on a windowsill in colder 

climates.  This a VERY forgiving orchid for everyone! 

Speaker’s Choice Sophrolaeliocattleya 

Fire Magic 

We all thank Norm for doing a wonderful job as our 

President last year. Hope that I can keep it up.  The 

last time that I led this group with our former Socie-

ty, I quickly learned that I had no VP nor Newsletter 

Editor!  This time we have the privilege of having a 

super team with VP Theo providing us with out-

standing speakers and programs and Roberta pro-

ducing the best Society Newsletter that I have ever 

seen! (Ed. Thanks, Tony!)  These two with a strong 

group of Officers and Directors will ensure that we 

have a great 2017.  However, we could use some 

more Directors and suggestions from the Society 

as a whole to help make this organization stronger 

to meet the wants, needs and desires of the group. 

 

We are very fortunate to live in an area where out-

side orchid growing is not only possible but can be 

accomplished admirably as attested by our monthly 

Show and Tell table.  This year we will continue our 

Show & Tell Awards, but will have two $50 prizes.  

Our location also gives us the wonderful opportunity 

to have outstanding Speakers at our Meetings.  

How many groups can have the President of the 

American Orchid Society speak at their meeting?  

We did last month in the form of George Hatfield. George 

is a world class cymbidium grower and hybridizer.  He 

showed us some of his award winning creations and was 

very generous in providing us with a super plant table.  

This month, we will have another world class speaker, 

Fred Clark of Sunset Valley Orchids. Fred is already a leg-

end in the orchid world and has produced hundreds of 

awarded plants  He is always one of our favorites so do 

not miss it! 

 

After years of extreme drought, we had some record 

breaking rains.  My backyard rain gauge indicated that I 

got 2.85 inches of rain on January 22nd.  Some areas 

even got some hail on the 23rd! I had, thankfully, brought 

in some of my cattleyas and saved the buds and flowers.  

My cymbidiums are still in bud, so they liked the showers. 

Now with some warm sun, the weeds and hopefully the 

orchids will flourish.   

 

See you at the meeting… 

 

Tony Glinskas, President 
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Editor’s Notes 

I can hear (or at least imagine that I hear) my orchids 

cheering the rain that they received.  All those months 

of hard city water washing out of the pots is a good 

thing!  I did bring a few that had buds just opening into 

the house to avoid botrytis spots, but for the rest, they 

got wet.  They’re PLANTS after all…. plants in nature get 

wet!  Actually, it was not all that cold, so spotting wasn’t 

too bad.  In fact, some flowers may well have benefited 

from the soaking.  I have had Laelia anceps flowers 

blast if they don’t get watered just as they are ready to 

open, since there is a lot of sticky sap that needs to be 

softened for the petals to open properly. It’s a balancing 

act.  This time, the clouds kept the temperature over-

night,  tended to depart in the morning, when the sun 

could dry things out. When it suddenly gets clear during 

the night, the temperature can drop very sharply and 

that is the dangerous time.  The plants whose cold-

tolerance is marginal benefit from overhead protection. 

I did see an extra benefit from my shade cloth—I got 

substantial hail on Jan. 23rd.  It certainly protected a lot 

of flowers from getting shredded. I took these photos 

out my patio window, toward the Cymbidium/L. anceps 

area.  That white stuff  on the shade cloth is the accu-

mulation of  pea-sized hailstones. They only fell for an 

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

intense 5 minutes or so, but took more than three 

hours to melt! 

Take some time to look at the Calendar of Events—it is 

packed for the next couple of months.  The San Francis-

co orchid show is “species heaven”, and I enjoy it thor-

oughly.  If you don’t want to drive that far, though, there 

is a very nice show in our back yard, the one at West-

minster Mall, created by the Newport Harbor Orchid So-

ciety. The way to always have something in bloom is to 

acquire orchids in bloom throughout the year. This is, of 

course, the prime time for the spring bloomers.  You’ll 

see that there are also several society auctions on the 

calendar.  These are great places to add to your collec-

tion.   

Speaking of auctions—ours is coming up in April. Your 

early-blooming Cymbidiums should be ready to repot 

very soon, and many Cattleya-tribe orchids are starting 

to root vigorously, so they are also ready to divide and 

repot.  Our auction is our main club fundraiser, so 

please remember it when you repot, and save some 

divisions for the auction.  You can use the room for new 

acquisitions, you can share with other members and 

also benefit the club. 

Many Cymbidiums are in bud, and we’re heading into 

the early part of the peak blooming season.  One of my 

favorites is Cym. Devon Wine, maybe because it is a bit 

unusual. It is only 1/4 Cym. erythrostylum, but that an-

Cym. Devon Wine 



Roberta Fox, Editor 

Editor’s Notes, from Page 3 rupiculous Laelias, I just haven’t managed to get it right 

for that one.  My general rule is that if I fail twice with a 

species, I give up because I just can’t meet its needs, 

and there are lots of others to try and hopefully succeed 

with.  The L. anceps parent contributed its hardiness, 

and this primary hybrid is just as bulletproof as L. an-

ceps. I started it out mounted, but it outgrew the mount 

so I plopped it, mount and all, into a wood basket, and it 

is quite happy. Well worth the price, and then some! 

Potinara Solar City is half L. anceps (the rest a complex 

mix of mostly cool-growing Catts). I think that there will 

be a couple of these for sale at our April auction. So re-

member, and plan to bid!  (It’s blooming now, so it won’t 

be in April.) 

won’t make it to a meeting—beautiful, but not very 

portable. 

I am still have some Laelia anceps in bud and coming 

into bloom.  They weathered the storms just fine. Now 

blooming is Laelia Canariensis (L. anceps x L. har-

pophylla).  This one was a Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 

$7.50 special that is thriving.  I have not done well 

with L. harpophylla, which is a lovely little orange 

Brazillian epiphyte that grows a bit warmer than the 

cestor dominates the shape.  I love the color contrast 

between the soft mauve-pink petals and sepals and 

the dark, velvety lip.  

The opposite in form—big and round, is Cymbidium 

Dos Equis (Cym Fire Water x Yowie Flame)  Some of 

you may also have this one; I got mine from  a plant 

table contributed by George Hatfield four years ago 

and I think there were several. This one probably 

Cym. Dos Equis 

Laelia Canariensis 

Potinara Solar City ‘Showgirl’ 
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 

 San Diego Cymbidium Society Annual Auction* 

February 4, 2017; 11 AM Preview, 12 PM Auction 

Lake San Marcos—Lake Pavilion Room, 1105 La Bonita Dr, San Marcos 

 Newport Harbor Orchid Society  Orchid Expo and Sale* 

February 10-12, 2017; Friday  10 AM—9 PM, Saturday 10 AM—7 PM, Sunday 11 AM—6 PM 

Westminster Mall, Westminster 

Info:  www.nhosinfo.org/orchidshow 

 Newport Harbor Orchid Society Annual Auction 

February 21, 2017: 7 PM 

Costa Mesa Senior Center, 695 W. 19th St, Costa Mesa 

Info: www.nhosinfo.org 

 Pacific Orchid and Garden Exposition* 

February 24—26, 2017; Friday and Saturday 9 AM—6 PM, Sunday 10 AM—5 PM 

San Francisco County Fair Building, Hall of Flowers, 1199 9th Av., San Francisco — NEW LOCATION!  

Info:  www.orchidsanfrancisco.org 

 Long Beach Amateurs Annual Auction* 

March 13, 2017; 6 PM Preview, 6:30PM Auction begins 

St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church Hall, 6201 E. Willow, Long Beach 

Info: www.lbaos.com, info@lbaos.com, 562-972-0450 

 Santa Barbara International Orchid Show 

March 15-17, 2017; 9 AM—5 PM 

Earl Warren Showgrounds, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.sborchidshow.com 

 Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Open House 

Fri.—Sat.8 AM—5 M, Sun. 9 AM—5 PM, 1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara, Info:  www.sborchid.com 

 Cal-Orchid Open House, 1251 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara, Info:  www.calorchid.com 

 San Diego County Orchid Society Show and Sale* 

March 24-26, 2017; Friday 3—6 PM, Saturday 9 AM—6 PM, Sunday 10 AM—4 PM 

Scottish Rite Event Center, Mission Valley, 1895 Camino Del Rio South, San Diego 

Info: www.sdorchids.com or (619) 543-9078 

 Cool Growing Orchid Society Annual Auction  (THAT’S US!) 
April 12, 2017; 6:30 PM Registration and Preview, 7 PM Auction Begins 

11270 Acacia Parkway, Garden Grove 

Info: coolgrowingorchids.com 

 South Bay Orchid Society First Annual Auction* 

April 21, 2017; 6:30 PM Preview, 7 PM auction begins 

South Coast Botanic Garden, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd. Palos Verdes Peninsula 

Info:  www.southbayorchidsociety.com 
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

 

Andy's Orchids 
Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips 
760-436-4235, info@andysorchids.com 
www.andysorchids.com 

 Calwest Tropical Supplies 

Contact: jon@calwesttropical.com 
800-301-9009 
www.calwesttropical.com 

Casa de las Orquideas 
Contact: Nancy Batchman 
858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com 
www.orquideas.com 

Diamond Orchids 
Contact: Peter Lin 
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 
www.diamondorchids.com 

Ecuagenera Orchids from Ecuador 
Contact: info@ecuagenera.com 
www.ecuagenera.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 
Contact: Theodore Johnson 
(714) 979-5887 

Gold Country Orchids 
Contact: Alan Koch 

916-645-8600, questions@goldcountryorchids.com 
http://www.goldcountryorchids.com/ 

Hatfield Orchids 
Contact: George Hatfield 
805-901-0340 
www.facebook.com/Hatfield-Orchids 

Hengduan Mountains Biotechnology, Ltd., China 

Contact Wenquing Perner 

info@hengduanbiotech.com 

www. hengduanbiotech.com 

Mr. Fertilizer 
Contact: Don Knipp 
949 -548-2678 

 OrchidWiz, LLC 

support@orchidwiz.com 
303-499-0221 
www.orchidwiz.com 

rePotme.com 
302—855-5859 

www.repotme.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 
www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 
Contact: Fred Clarke 
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

The Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical Gardens 
Contact: Brandon Tam 

btam@huntington.org 
www.huntington.org 

  

 

 




