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The substitute speaker for August was your edi-

tor. (Doug Overstreet has been rescheduled for 

October). I exercised my editor’s prerogative, 

and selected two Speaker’s choice plants to dis-

cuss.  

Beallara ‘Tonkin’ was brought in by Gen Gunder-

son.  Beallara (Bllra.) is an intergeneric hybrid in 

the Oncidium group, of Brassia, Odontoglossum, 

Miltonia and Cochlioda.  All of these individual 

species tend to be cool-growing, so the hybrid 

combination grows very easily outside.  The 

name ‘Tonkin’ may be a cultivar, it is not a regis-

tred grex.  But the beautiful pattern especially 

reflects those found in Odontoglssum, and the 

blush of pink/lavender indicates that Miltonia 

spectabilis is probably in there too.  The starlike 

form comes from Brassia, Miltonia also contrib-

utes.  I found the color combination on these 

flowers to be especially striking… name or no 

name.  Gen said that she got this plant at last 

years’ Fascination of Orchids, spotted it while 

she was working at the information table. 

Speaker’s Choice 

Beallara 

‘Tonkin’ 

I seem to have gravitated toward pink and gold color com-

binations, since my other favorite was Cattleya (granulosa 

x bicolor), grown by Theo Johnson—at least that’s what the 

tag said.   I cheated a bit on the photo—I went over to The-

o’s house to capture this one, which is a lot better than 

the one that I took at the meeting.  He and I debated quite 

a bit on the identification of this plant. The petal color and 

shape is  definitely from the C. granulosa parent, and the 

lip shape and color  strongly reflects C. bicolor.  But there 

is a lot more fringing on the lip than it could get from ei-

ther of those parents.  Theo also has C. granulosa x Rl. 

digbyana = Bc. Pluto, but the lip shape is different, petals 

not so broad, and color is lighter, though the lip has similar 

fringing.   We wonder if this one might actually be C. 

(granulosa x bicolor) x Rl. digbyana. I could not find many 

photos of any of these combinations, only one rather bad 

photo of Bc Calypso = Rl. digbyana x C. bicolor, and that 

one doesn’t quite match either. This plant must have Rl 

digbyana in its ancestry, though, to get such pronounced 

fringing,  Theo doesn’t recall where he got it, so we’ll prob-

ably never know.  It surprises me that there are so few 

photos of this line of breeding (indicating that nobody has 

done much work with it), since it so beautiful.  It grows in 

fairly bright sun on Theo’s patio.  Both of the “known” an-

cestral species can grow outside, as well as the 

“suspected” one. 

Cattleya ( granulosa x bicolor) x ?? 
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Editor’s Notes 

First, Show business… Fascination of Orchids needs 

your help.  We particularly still have a lot of holes at the 

information table—the first shift on Saturday is filled up 

and the last shift on Sunday is OK, but we need people 

for the rest of Saturday and Sunday.   Sometimes folks 

just “show up”; the effort is appreciated, but we also 

need to plan, be certain that we have coverage when 

we need it.  The people working the info table are also 

security for the display room—making sure that nobody 

brings purchased plants in, and especially, that no dis-

play plants walk out. We can’t  just leave that to chance. 

If you don’t sign up and then just show up, there may be 

no place to sit.  So, please do put your name on the sig-

nup sheets at the meeting! We also need people to 

commit for breakdown. The more hands, the faster it 

goes. 

Fall is definitely in the air (I love it, though I know that 

we still have Santa Anas to look forward to...) and there 

is anticipation in the garden.  There are lot of spikes 

and sheaths. However, there is some significant bloom-

ing  going on now, as well.  Dendrobium amabile blooms 

every year for me.  The flower are pretty short-lived, and 

the plant is rather large, so I share it here.  This is a 

sneaky one. The spikes tend to develop under the 

leaves, so are easy to miss until they are almost ready 

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

President’s Message 

September has arrived with the days getting 

shorter which I hate.  I love the summer when 

the days are long and I can work outside late 

with daylight still around 8pm or so.  With the 

weather in Southern California being so unpre-

dictable let's see what kind of fall weather we 

will be having.  I am hoping for mild weather 

and pray that we don't have another bout of 

extreme heat.  

 Everything for me this year seems to be early. 

Several of my fall blooming Chrysanthemums 

are in full bloom in August.  I have never had 

that happen  before.  Our Show isn't until Octo-

ber, so I guess I won't have some varieties in 

bloom then.  Several of my Laelia anceps 

crosses are in bloom, also in August, with the 

rest in spike.  I found one of my early blooming 

Cymbidiums in bloom the other day.  The one thing 

that I do hope for in the fall and winter is some rain.  

Besides being beneficial for my plants, it would be 

nice to have some of the dust washed away from eve-

rything. 

This month also brings us the Fascination of Orchids 

Show and Sale.  Since the Cool Growing Orchid Club 

doesn't put on a show or do a fundraiser, we depend 

on this show to generate some funds for the club to 

operate with.  I would appreciate it if our members 

would sign up for a few hours to help out during the 

weekend.  If you are going to visit the show and buy, 

you might as well donate your time and enjoy a cou-

ple hours at this great event.  Sign-up sheets will be 

available at our meeting. 

 

Norm Nakanishi, President 

to pop. It blooms on old canes, so like many Den-

drobiums, what looks dead often isn’t! 

At one time Cattleya schofieldiana was considered 

a variety of C. granulosa, but it is now its own spe-

cies.  The lip shape is similar—you can see that it 

Dendrobium amabile 



Roberta Fox, Editor 

could be a cousin of Theo’s plant. I got it last year about 

this time, so clearly it has grown outside (in my covered 

area) quite happily.  The color is trickly to capture in a 

photograph, since in indoors it is quite green and in sun-

light more gold. Flowers are also very glossy. I’m not 

quite sure I’d call it “fragrant”.  The aroma is a bit 

skunky. But it’s pretty—I enjoy it outside rather than in 

the house. 

Editor’s Notes, from Page 3 

When Blc. Pollyana opens, I have a yellow flower.  

About two or three days later, it is a soft pink 

(perhaps with a peachy blush, varies from year to 

year). Two for the price of one...It is Blc. Waikiki Gold 

(obviously very yellow) crossed with C. Brabantiae, 

which is pink, sometimes with spots.  

Blooming twice a year (occasionally three times) and 

always too big to take anywhere, is my trusty So-

bralia caloglossa. I am growing it quite bright, so it 

does bloom at a somewhat more sensible altitude 

than it did initially. (6 or 7 ft., canes can go to 10-12 

ft. eventually. With a long zoom lens, it can be best 

appreciated in a photo. 

Cattleya schofieldiana 

Blc. Pollyana (new flower) 

Blc. Pollyana (mature flower) 

Sobralia caloglossa 
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 

 South Bay Orchid Society Orchid Show and Sale* 

September 17-18; Sales  Sat 9-5, Sun 9-4; Show Sat 11-5, Sun 9-4 

South Coast Botanic Garden, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd., Palos Verdes 

Info: www.southbayorchidsociety.com 

 Fascination of Orchids International Show and Sale* (We need volunteers for this one!!!!) 

September 24-25; 10 AM—5 PM 

South Coast Plaza Village, 1621 W. Sunflower, Santa Ana 

Info:  www.ocorchidshow.com or (949) 416-0505 

 Andy’s Orchids Fall Open House 

September 30—October-2: 10 AM—5 PM 

734 Ocean Ave., Encinitas 

Info:  www.andysorchids.com or  888-514-2639 

 Southern California Orchid Species Society Annual Auction 

Sunday, October 9; 12:30 PM Preview , 1:00 PM Auction begins 

Whitten Community Center, 900 S. Melrose St., Placentia 

Info: www.socalorchidspecies.com 

 International Show and Sale at the Huntington* 

October  21-23 ;Friday Noon—4:30 PM, Saturday and Sunday 10:30 AM—4:30 PM 

Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical 

Garden, San Marino 

Info: www.huntington.org/OrchidShow or 

btam@huntington.org 

Presented in conjunction with the American Orchid 

Society Fall Members’ Meeting October 19-23 

 South Coast Orchid Society Annual Auction 

October 24; 6 PM Preview, 6:30 PM Auction 

Whaley Park Clubhouse, 

5620 E Atherton St,  Long  Beach 

 Cal Orchid Fall Open House 

November 5-6; 9 AM—4 PM 

1251 Orchid Dr., Santa Barbara 

Info: www.calorchid.com 

 Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Fall Open House 

November 5-6; Sat.9 AM—5 PM, Sun.9 AM—4 PM 

1250 Orchid Dr., Santa Barbara 

Info: www.sborchid.com 
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

 

Andy's Orchids 
Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips 
760-436-4235, info@andysorchids.com 
www.andysorchids.com 

 Calwest Tropical Supplies 

Contact: jon@calwesttropical.com 
800-301-9009 
www.calwesttropical.com 

Casa de las Orquideas 
Contact: Nancy Batchman 
858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com 
www.orquideas.com 

Diamond Orchids 
Contact: Peter Lin 
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 
www.diamondorchids.com 

Ecuagenera Orchids from Ecuador 
Contact: info@ecuagenera.com 
www.ecuagenera.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 
Contact: Theodore Johnson 
(714) 979-5887 

Gold Country Orchids 
Contact: Alan Koch 

916-645-8600, questions@goldcountryorchids.com 
http://www.goldcountryorchids.com/ 

Hatfield Orchids 
Contact: George Hatfield 
805-901-0340 
www.facebook.com/Hatfield-Orchids 

Hengduan Mountains Biotechnology, Ltd., China 

Contact Wenquing Perner 

info@hengduanbiotech.com 

www. hengduanbiotech.com 

Mr. Fertilizer 
Contact: Don Knipp 
949 -548-2678 

 OrchidWiz, LLC 

support@orchidwiz.com 
303-499-0221 
www.orchidwiz.com 

rePotme.com 
302—855-5859 

www.repotme.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 
www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 
Contact: Fred Clarke 
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

The Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical Gardens 
Contact: Brandon Tam 

btam@huntington.org 
www.huntington.org 

  

 

 


