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Annual Summer Barbecue!   

(No show-and-tell this month) 
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I couldn't ask for better weather for our Fern Show this 

year at the Los Angeles County Arboretum in Arcadia 

held the weekend of June 11th and 12th.  It was cool 

and overcast most of the week and through the week-

end with some slight sprinkles.  If it were the following 

week you could have probably found me passed out 

on the ground.  I just could not believe that the tem-

peratures at my home in Anaheim reached as high as 

107 degrees.  Most plants came through OK although 

several Staghorn Ferns and other plants got burnt 

from the heat.  My orchids seemed to make it though 

OK except that it took a toll on the flowers of my Laelia 

purpuratas and Schomburgkias.  The older Cymbidium 

flowers went down a lot quicker but some of the late 

blooming varieties seemed to make it through OK.  

You just never know about our Southern California 

weather.  Next week is supposed to be hot again but I 

President’s Message 

June speaker Peter Lin selected Vanda cris-

tata, grown by Roberta Fox, as his speaker’s 

choice, since this species related to his talk.  

Its relatively small size is useful in hybridizing 

small vandaceous hybrids, and it is also very 

cold-tolerant. Roberta grows this plant out-

side in filtered sun or bright shade, in a bas-

ket.   

Vanda cristata is native to a large area of the 

eastern Himalaya, from northern India to 

Bhutan, at elevations up to 4250 ft (1300 m)  

It also has been found in Nepal at elevations 

from 2000-7000 ft (610-2135 m).  According 

to Charles Baker in Orchidwiz the tempera-

ture in its native habitat can range from 99  

deg. F down to 27 deg. F. It experiences 

much less rainfall in the winter, but receives 

moisture from dew during that time. It does 

not need to be dried out in winter any more 

than any other orchid, but we naturally re-

duce watering when it is cold because plants 

don’t dry out as fast.  Also, a dry orchid is 

much less vulnerable to cold than a wet one. 

See: President’s Message Page 3 

Speaker’s Choice 

Vanda cristata 

Vanda cristata, another example 
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Editor’s Notes 

Summer is definitely here.   “June gloom” didn’t last very 

long, and now it’s HOT.  There’s nothing lazy about the 

Orchid Events calendar, though.  If you want to have or-

chids that bloom in the summer, buy blooming plants at 

the various summer events, and they’ll give you plenty of 

flowers each year at this time. Once we get past the 4th 

of July weekend, you can acquire orchids and cool off at 

the same time.  You can go north to Santa Barbara one 

day and south to Andy’s the next day of the same week-

end. Both are near the coast, so cooler than inland.  

Take a week’s break, and you can visit the Newport Har-

bor Orchid Society Orchid and Exotic Plant sale in the air-

conditioned Westminster Mall.  Or go up to San Francis-

co for Orchids in the Park. 

Now that the nights are staying warm, you may well con-

sider moving your watering to the evening.  Then, the 

plants can absorb the water all night long before it evap-

orates.  That’s what happens in the tropics.  There is no 

concern about fungal diseases with the nights routinely 

staying above 65 deg. F. If you don’t water in the even-

ing, do it early in the morning ( 8 AM at the latest, earlier 

is better), You can conserve water AND pamper the or-

chids by using  it efficiently. Pretty much everything is in 

rapid growth, so regular fertilizing is important. The  

plants that put out lots of new vegetation in the summer 

(like Catasetinae and Lycastes) can especially benefit 

from more frequent fertilizing.  Their rapid growth is 

more like a tomato than an orchid. Water and fertilize 

accordingly. 

Laelia purpuratas have been blooming for nearly a 

month, and some are finished but different varieties 

have slightly different bloom times.  For me, some of the 

later varieties, just coming into bloom, are carnea, san-

guinea, and alba.  Laelia tenebrosas are  starting to 

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

am hoping not as hot as last week.  I was in 

San Pedro today for a meeting and was told it 

got up to 103 degrees last week and I could 

see some damage on the Begonia plants 

which were in the shade. Let's hope we don't 

keep getting these extremes in weather the 

rest of the summer. 

Don't forget that this month is our annual pic-

nic.  (No show-and-tell, just good food and 

good company.) We will not be meeting at our regular 

location but instead at Henrietta Rubino's house.  

Look for specific details in this newsletter.  The club 

will provide the hot dogs and hamburgers and we are 

asking members to bring a side dish or dessert.  

Hopefully the weather will cooperate and make it a 

nice evening affair.  I hope to see all of you there. 

Norm Nakanishi, President 

President’s Message, from Page 2 

bloom, and will peak about the time that the L. purpura-

tas are done. 

This is also peak season for Sobralias, particularly 

those with Sob. macrantha and related species in their 

background.  The flowers only last for a couple of days 

but new ones are produce sequentially, so that a ma-

ture plant may stay in bloom for about two months.  So-

Laelia purpurata f. carnea 



Roberta Fox, Editor 

bralias are pretty much terrestrials.  They grow well in a 

small-bark mix, like the media that works for Cymbidi-

ums.  They need bright light—again, similar to Cymbidi-

ums, and like to be kept moist.   The roots form a tight 

ball—if they outgrow the pot, just drop them into a big-

ger one with  more media.  If you must divide them, 

don’t try to disentangle the roots because you can’t… 

just cut through the root ball with a knife or saw.  The 

pieces will recover in their new pots.  You won’t see a 

lot of these at meetings because they are generally too 

big to transport, but they are attractive when not in 

bloom and well worth the space that they take up. They 

are very tolerant of our temperature range, both hot 

and cold. 

 

See you at the barbecue! 

 

 

Editor’s Notes, from Page 3 

Laelia purpurata 

f. sanguinea 

Laelia tenebrosa 

Sobralia  

macrantha 

Sobralia 

xantholeuca 

Sobralia Mirabilis = 

macrantha x (macrantha x 

xantholeuca) 

Sobralia 

Colmaniae = 

(macrantha x 

xantholeuca) x 

xhantholeuca 
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 

 Cal Orchid’s Summer Hummer* 

July 8—10; 9 AM—5 PM 

1251 Orchid Dr., Santa Barbara 

Info: www.calorchid.com or 805-967-1312 

 Neofinettia falcata (Fukiran) show and judging 

June 9, 10 AM—3 PM 

 Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Summer Open House 

July 8-10; Friday and Saturday 8 AM—5 PM, Sunday 9AM—4 PM 

1250 Orchid Dr., Santa Barbara 

Info: sboe@sborchid.com or 800-553-3387 

 Large-flowered Cattleyas (Laelias), Stanhopeas, Encyclias, Lots of $7,50 specials 

 Special guest author Dr. Harold Koopowitz. After a lifetime of writing scholarly books and articles about 

orchid conservation, slipper orchids, clivias and daffodils, he how has two wonderfully entertaining 

works of fiction—Orchid Tales, a collection of short stories, and now Diamonds and Disas, a novel of 

adventure and mystery set in  the Namaqualand region of South Africa. For each book purchased, 

SBOE will make a $20 donation (the price of the books) to the Orchid Digest Publication Fund.  

 Andy’s Orchids Summer Open House* 

July 8-10; 10 AM—5 PM 

734 Ocean View Ave., Encinitas 

Info: www.andysorchids.com 

 Newport Harbor Orchid Society Summer Exotic Plant and Orchid Festival* 

July 22-July 24, 2016; Friday 10 AM—9 PM, Saturday 10 AM-7PM, Sunday 11 AM-6 PM 

Westminster Mall, Westminster (Macy’s Entrance) 

Info:  www.nhosinfo.org 

 Orchids in the Park* 

July 23-24; 10 AM-5 PM 

San Francisco County Fair Building (Hall of Flowers), 9th Ave & Lincoln Way, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco 

Info:  www.orchidsanfrancisco.org 

 South Bay Orchid Society Orchid Show and Sale* 

September 17-18; Sales  Sat 9-5, Sun 9-4; Show Sat 11-5, Sun 9-4 

South Coast Botanic Garden, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd., Palos Verdes 

Info: www.southbayorchidsociety.com 

 Fascination of Orchids International Show and Sale* (We will need volunteers for this one!!!!) 

September 24-25; 10 AM—5 PM 

South Coast Plaza Village, 1621 W. Sunflower, Santa Ana 

Info:  www.ocorchidshow.com or (949) 416-0505 

 International Show and Sale at the Huntington* 

October  21-23 ;Friday Noon—4:30 PM, Saturday and Sunday 10:30 Am—4:30 PM 
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

 

Andy's Orchids 
Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips 
760-436-4235, info@andysorchids.com 
www.andysorchids.com 

 Calwest Tropical Supplies 

Contact: jon@calwesttropical.com 
800-301-9009 
www.calwesttropical.com 

Casa de las Orquideas 
Contact: Nancy Batchman 
858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com 
www.orquideas.com 

Diamond Orchids 
Contact: Peter Lin 
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 
www.diamondorchids.com 

Ecuagenera Orchids from Ecuador 
Contact: info@ecuagenera.com 
www.ecuagenera.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 
Contact: Theodore Johnson 
(714) 979-5887 

Gold Country Orchids 
Contact: Alan Koch 

916-645-8600, questions@goldcountryorchids.com 
http://www.goldcountryorchids.com/ 

Hatfield Orchids 
Contact: George Hatfield 
805-901-0340 
www.facebook.com/Hatfield-Orchids 

Hengduan Mountains Biotechnology, Ltd., China 

Contact Wenquing Perner 

info@hengduanbiotech.com 

www. hengduanbiotech.com 

Mr. Fertilizer 
Contact: Don Knipp 
949 -548-2678 

 OrchidWiz, LLC 

support@orchidwiz.com 
303-499-0221 
www.orchidwiz.com 

rePotme.com 
302—855-5859 

www.repotme.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 
www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 
Contact: Fred Clarke 
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

The Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical Gardens 
Contact: Brandon Tam 

btam@huntington.org 
www.huntington.org 

  

 

 




