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 Peter Lin will be presenting his newest talk:  

Compact Vandaceous Species and Hybrids.  

Learn about the many different small growing 

species and hybrids within the Vanda alliance. 

This fast paced PowerPoint presentation will 

include many pictures along with cultural tips. 

Peter started growing orchids over 30 years 

ago, but then stopped due to school and start-

ing a career.  It wasn't until about 13 years ago 

that the orchid "bug" came back and he is now 

heavily involved once again.  He is an accred-

ited judge with the American Orchid Society and a hybridizer of mini-catts.  He enjoys meet-

ing with other orchid enthusiasts, and can often be found at various orchid shows and so-

cieties around the country.  He also has thousands of photos of his orchids that he main-

tains on Flickr.  You can view them by typing this address into the internet: http://

www.flickr.com/photos/minicatt/collections/ 

Due to limited growing space, Peter likes to specialize 

in miniature orchids, both species and hybrids, and 

has received numerous AOS awards.  His other inter-

ests in orchids include Dendrobiums, Angraecoids, 

and Neofinetias.  He maintains a collection of a thou-

sand or more orchids at his home in Southern Califor-

nia in 3 small greenhouses, as well as in the house 

under fluorescent lights. 

June 8, 2016 
 

Compact Vandaceous Species and Hybrids  

Peter Lin 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/minicatt/collections/
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June has finally arrived after a strange ending to May with all 

the weeks of cloudy weather.  The full glory of all my Cymbi-

dium Orchids has come to an end with the few last blooms 

lingering on.  Little Black Sambo and a handful of others still 

are bringing some color.  Even though the Cymbidium's are 

ending their blooms, it is still nice to have some of the other 

orchid genera blooming and bringing me joy. The dreaded 

task for me however still lies ahead, which is the job of repot-

ting my Cymbidiums.  Soon I will begin the task of repotting 

most of my Cymbidium collection, which will probably take 

months to finish. 

As we get into the summer months, we need to pay attention 

to insect pests which seem to come out in greater numbers 

as the weather gets warmer.  With the increase in tempera-

tures watering also becomes more critical as well as humidity 

for some of your orchids. 

Don't forget our big July event of our annual picnic.  It is al-

President’s Message 

Dana Seelig, who lead the discussion round table 

at the May meeting, selected Chysis bractescens, 

grown by Una Yeh, as his “Choice” plant.  Una 

grows this vigorous plant outside.  The species 

has a reputation for wanting to be somewhat 

warm, but clearly this one is quite satisfied with 

the cool nights that it may experience. 

Actually, it grows over a very wide range, from 

southern Mexico into central America.  It occurs in 

wet mountain forests, most often at elevations 

below 2700 ft  (850 m.) but has been observed in 

Nicaragua growing as high as 4900 ft (1500 m) 

according to Charles Baker in Orchidwiz.  The tem-

perature range for its habitat is about 90 deg. F 

down to 42 deg. F.  Clearly, it can acclimate to our 

outdoor conditions. 

See: Preseident’s Message Page 3 

Speaker’s Choice 

Chysis bractescens 
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Editor’s Notes 

First, I want to thank those who made sure that the show

-and-tell logistics were taken care of in my absence last 

month. Dana for selecting the Speaker’s Choice plant, 

Theo for photographing it, and Robin for managing the 

sign-in book.  I was enjoying a wonderful trip to Namibia.  

No orchids, but lots of wonderful wildlife and beautiful 

desert scenery.   Shortly before my trip, I was one of the 

first to buy the new novel by Dr. Harold Koopowitz, Dia-

monds and Disas, and totally enjoyed it.  It is set in the 

Namaqualand region of South Africa, which next to Na-

mibia. The environment is very richly described, and now 

that I have seen it, I definitely need to re-read it, for a 

whole new dimension.  The story does involve orchids, 

but also adventure, mystery and mayhem.  I highly rec-

ommend it—available through Amazon.com, and also at 

the Santa Barbara Orchid Estate summer sale, where Dr. 

Koopowitz will be a special guest.  All proceeds go to Or-

chid Digest. 

 When I return from a trip, the first thing I do is to look 

around the yard, to see what has bloomed in my ab-

sence.  I had only a very few things that bloomed after I 

left and finished before my return.  Most that bloomed 

when I wasn’t home had the kindness to hang in there 

until I got back. Cymbidium Kuranda is a reliable late-

spring bloomer, giving me lots of flowers when most of 

the other Cymbidiums are done.  Cym. Eastern Morning 

is another nice one, that hadn’t been open long when I 

got home. Vanda tricolor grows outside, is tolerant of 

winter cold, and had a particularly nice blooming this 

year.  

The best of all was just opening when I got home—

Epidendrum lacustre ‘Wow Fireworks’.  This was such a 

beauty, and so unusual, that I took it in to AOS judging a 

couple of years ago and got a CHM/AOS.  At that time, 

there was some dark discoloration at the edge of the 
See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

ways nice to get away from our regular meeting 

room and relax and socialize in the evening.  I am 

sure many of you won't want to miss this event.  

Look for more details in July's newsletter. 

Lastly, don't forget the many plant shows that occur 

during the summer.  I will mention a few that I am 

directly involved with.  First is the Fern and Exotic 

Plant Show at the Los Angeles County Arboretum, 

June 11th and 12th.  Any plants, including orchids 

can be entered.  Entries will be accepted on 

Wednesday, June 8th till 8pm at Ayres Hall.  Second is the 

Summer Exotic Plant and Orchid Festival at the Westmin-

ster Mall, July 22-July 24th.  Many orchid vendors will be 

there selling.  Next is the South Bay Bromeliad Show on 

August 6th and 7th at Rainforest Flora, 19121 Hawthorne 

Blvd, Torrance.  Many unusual Bromeliads will be shown 

and be for sale.  Lastly, September 10th and 11th will be 

the American Begonia Society's National Show and Sale at 

the Ayres Hotel, 14400 Hindry Ave., Hawthorne.  Many rare 

Begonias will be shown and for sale. 

Norm Nakanishi, President 

Preseident’s Message, from Page 2 

lips, that I think was thrip damage, and I was encour-

aged to bring it in for a possible flower quality award in 

the future .  Last year it bloomed nicely, but the color 

was not as good, since I had put it down on the bench 

with the Cymbidiums when I put it in a larger pot, and 

the light that it got was just a bit less than it had been 

getting the year that it was awarded.  I moved it back up 

Cymbidium Kuranda 

Cym. 

Eastern 

Morning 



Roberta Fox, Editor 

to the highest possible light, with the 

Laelia anceps, and I got eight new 

growths, with deep purple on the backs 

of the leaves, and each growth produced 

a spray of 4-6 flowers each with lots of 

pink blush on the greenish petals.  With 

the white lips, it does look like an explo-

sion of fireworks.  I took it in for judging, 

and got AM/AOS!  So I am pretty de-

lighted with this beautiful outdoor-

growing orchid species.   

Editor’s Notes, from Page 3 

Vanda tricolor 

Epidendrum lacustre ‘Wow Fireworks’ 
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 

 Orchid Digest Speakers Day* 

June 4, 2016 

See Flier on Page 4 for detailed information 

 Orchid Society of Southern California Annual Auction* 

June 11, 2016 ; 1 PM Doors Open 2 PM Auction begins 

Meeting Hall, First Christian Church, 221 S, 6th St., Burbank 

Info: www.orchidssc.org 

 Sunset Valley Orchids Annual Open House 

June 18, 2016 9 AM—4 PM 

1255 Navel Pl, Vista  

Info:  www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com or 760-310-0778 

 Fantastic discounts on all stock; 

 Plant raffles, fun and food. Free authentic street tacos 11 AM—2 PM 

 Cal Orchid’s Summer Hummer 

July 8—10, 2016 9 AM—5 PM 

1251 Orchid Dr., Santa Barbara 

Info: www.calorchid.com or 805-967-1312 

 Neofinettia falcata (Fukiran) show and judging 

June 9, 10 AM—3 PM 

 Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Summer Open House 

July 8-10, 2016; Friday and Saturday 8 AM—5 PM, Sunday 9AM—4 PM 

1250 Orchid Dr., Santa Barbara 

Info: sboe@sborchid.com or 800-553-3387 

 Large-flowered Cattleyas (Laelias), Stanhopeas, Encyclias, Lots of $7,50 specials 

 Special guest author Dr. Harold Koopowitz. After a lifetime of writing scholarly books and articles about 

orchid conservation, slipper orchids, clivias and daffodils, he how has two wonderfully entertaining 

works of fiction—Orchid Tales, a collection of short stories, and now Diamonds and Disas, a novel of 

adventure and mystery set in  the Namaqualand region of South Africa. For each book purchased, 

SBOE will make a $20 donation (the price of the books) to the Orchid Digest Publication Fund.  

 Andy’s Orchids Summer Open House 

July 8-10; 10 AM—5 PM 

734 Ocean View Ave., Encinitas 

Info: www.andysorchids.com 

 Newport Harbor Orchid Society Summer Exotic Plant and Orchid Festival* 

July 22-July 24, 2016; Friday 10 AM—9 PM, Saturday 10 AM-7PM, Sunday 11 AM-6 PM 

Westminster Mall, Westminster (Macy’s Entrance) 

Info:  www.nhosinfo.org 
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

 

Andy's Orchids 
Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips 
760-436-4235, info@andysorchids.com 
www.andysorchids.com 

 Calwest Tropical Supplies 

Contact: jon@calwesttropical.com 
800-301-9009 
www.calwesttropical.com 

Casa de las Orquideas 
Contact: Nancy Batchman 
858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com 
www.orquideas.com 

Diamond Orchids 
Contact: Peter Lin 
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 
www.diamondorchids.com 

Ecuagenera Orchids from Ecuador 
Contact: info@ecuagenera.com 
www.ecuagenera.com 

Fascination of Orchids Inc. 
Contact: Theodore Johnson 
(714) 979-5887 

Gold Country Orchids 
Contact: Alan Koch 

916-645-8600, questions@goldcountryorchids.com 
http://www.goldcountryorchids.com/ 

Hatfield Orchids 
Contact: George Hatfield 
805-901-0340 
www.facebook.com/Hatfield-Orchids 

Hengduan Mountains Biotechnology, Ltd., China 

Contact Wenquing Perner 

info@hengduanbiotech.com 

www. hengduanbiotech.com 

Mr. Fertilizer 
Contact: Don Knipp 
949 -548-2678 

 OrchidWiz, LLC 

support@orchidwiz.com 
303-499-0221 
www.orchidwiz.com 

rePotme.com 
302—855-5859 

www.repotme.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 
www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 
Contact: Fred Clarke 
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

The Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical Gardens 
Contact: Brandon Tam 

btam@huntington.org 
www.huntington.org 

  

 

 




