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Orchid Travels in Ecuador  

Ron Kaufmann 

Ron Kaufmann is chair of the San 

Diego County Orchid Society Conser-

vation Committee and a founding di-

rector of the Orchid Conservation Alli-

ance.  He has traveled extensively to 

view orchids in the wild in South Amer-

ica.  This talk will present highlights of 

a trip to explore orchids in Ecuador as 

part of a tour to benefit the Orchid 

Conservation Alliance. Ecuador may 

have the highest orchid diversity in the 

world, with over 4,000 described spe-

cies in an area slightly smaller than 

the state of Nevada.  By comparison, 

North America contains fewer than 

300 native orchid species.  Ron's talk 

will show orchids in the wild and at 

Ecuagenera, one of the largest orchid nurseries in South America. 

 

Ron is a marine biologist by training, and his scientific work includes studies of Antarctic 

and deep-sea ecosystems as well as marine communities in coastal Southern California.  

He has been growing orchids for over 20 years, starting with a reed stem Epidendrum and 

progressing to a diverse collection that contains mostly species orchids. Ron has a long-

standing interest in conservation and has been a member of the SDCOS Conservation 

Committee for more than 15 years and chair since 2004.  Since 1991, the Conservation 

Committee has awarded more than $185,000 to support projects in 21 different coun-

tries.  He also helped to found the Orchid Conservation Alliance and serves on the boards 

of the OCA, EcoMinga Foundation (a conservation foun-

dation based in Ecuador) and Orchid Digest. See: Ron Kaufmann, Page 2 

Selenipedium aequinoctiale 
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Speaker’s Choice 

February speaker Fred Clarke selected So-

phrolaliocattleya Dixie Jewels ‘Suzuki’, grown by 

Theo Johnson, as his Speaker’s Choice.  Fred 

was particularly drawn to the intense color of 

this flower. Theo grows this plant in his green-

house, with winter night temperatures mostly 

above 55 deg. F.  The “S” in Slc. is Sophronitis 

coccinea, which tends to impart cold tolerance 

to its hybrids, but in this case is only about 14% 

(total about 30% cooler growing species) so it 

does better with a bit of protection, and Theo 

grows it in his greenhouse.  It gets rather high 

light (3000-5000 lumens, equivalent of about 

50-60% shade cloth)  He uses 30-10-10 solu-

ble fertilizer at a rate of 1 teaspoon per gallon. 

The hybrid was one of Frank Fordyce’s crea-

tions when he was employed by the Rod 

McClellan Co.  An interesting side note is that it 

is half Cattlya aclandiae, which is heavily spot-

ted.  However, there is certainly no sign of that 

in this flower.  A hybridizer can make some 

guesses about what a cross may produce, but 

genetics can play tricks, and hybridizing is as 

much art as science.  Frank Fordyce had many, 

many successes. 

Photographing dark red flowers accurately is a 

challenge.  They do not necessarily look to the 

camera’s sensor the way they do to our eyes, 

but they even look different to the eye depend-

ing on lighting.  This one appears much darker 

under artificial light than it does in sunlight. 

Ron grows most of his orchids in a 36 x 24 foot greenhouse and several outdoor shade-covered areas around his 

house in San Diego.  Friends have suggested that he build a second, much larger greenhouse to accommodate the 

many plants that often make walking through his greenhouse an exercise requiring extensive training in gymnastics 

and yoga to avoid serious injury.  Thus far, this recommendation hasn’t been followed, although the temptation is 

always there. 

Ron Kaufmann, from Page 1 

Slc. Dixie Jewels ‘Suzuki’ in indoor light 

Slc. Dixie Jewels ‘Suzuki’ ik daylight 
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Editor’s Notes 

So much for protecting orchids from the rain… at 

this point, if it does rain, nights are not as cold as 

they were earlier, and days are getting longer (as 

well as warmer) so that plants dry out faster.  The 

Australian Dendrobiums are blooming or getting 

ready to bloom, and the nobile-type Dendrobiums 

are starting to show buds, so put them where they 

can benefit from any rain that does happen to show 

up. If the plants were shaded, move them to 

brighter light gradually—March can be brutal for sud-

den scorching as the sun is getting higher in the sky 

at midday and clears buildings and trees abruptly.. 

Yamada & Co. in Gardena  is holding their annual 

orchid-supplies sale in March, this year (they usually 

do it in February)  They have most of the supplies 

that one needs for spring potting (Orchiata, regular 

bark, perlite, coconut husk chips, pots, etc.) You can 

stock up and save some money. 

I just got back from the San Francisco show.  That is 

really a show to put on your “bucket list”.  I see 

plants for sale that I don’t see anyplace else—and 

many of them grow well here.  In addition to the 

vendors who don’t come south, there are some 

local growers who have plants that are already 

adapted to cool conditions.  Like the Restreptia 

antennifera ‘Cow Hollow’ , not even unpacked 

yet… the flower is about 2”, and the “antennae” 

are also that long in addition.  Restrepias grow 

outside for me quite well.  While I was there, I re-

ceived some donations for the upcoming auction 

too.  Some neat stuff… so plan to bid.  A couple of 

them you will have to fight me for… but the club 

benefits, so all in good fun. 

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

President’s Message 

It’s hard to believe that here in Southern California 

we were supposed to be in winter in the month of 

February.  My daughter, who lives in Michigan, is 

telling me about the rain, snow, and hail that they 

are having back there.  I told her that we are still 

waiting for the rain that was supposed to come from 

El Nino but as months go by, the chance of rain 

looks bleaker.  February seems more like late 

spring or summer with temperatures in the 80’s.  

Everything seems to be blooming earlier this year.  

My Cymbidiums are in full bloom, with more and 

more Cattleyas opening up.  Our Clivia Show is the 

second weekend of March and many of my Clivias 

that I had planned to show are already blooming.  

With the warm weather and no rain in sight, I hope 

we don’t have another year of more water restric-

tions. 

This month we are having our Board meeting for the 

first time at our regular meeting place (just before the 

regular meeting on the 2nd Wednesday).  I brought this 

idea to the Board in January, with hopes of attracting more 

people to our Board meetings.  When I asked how many 

would be willing to come, two of our members raised their 

hands.  Since then, a couple others who usually come 

early have agreed to sit in.  This Board meeting is ex-

tremely important since our major topic of discussion will 

be our auction in April.  The meeting will promptly start at 6 

PM so please don’t be late so our meeting doesn’t drag 

into when people start coming for our regular meeting.   

Remember that our Board meetings are every other month 

and will be mentioned in our newsletter. 

I am looking forward to having some new members come 

on the Board and l hope to see you at the meeting. 

Norm Nakanishi, President 

Restrepia antennifera ‘Cow Hollow’ 



Upcoming is the Santa Barbara show (before the 

meeting but after you get this newsletter) and the 

week following is the San Diego show (as well as 

Andy’s Open House)   

This is a terrific time for the outdoor orchids, so 

many do bloom in the spring. Timing may be a bit 

off from previous years, but my back yard is seeing 

lots of “action”. A sure sign of spring is Beletilla 

striata.  Here are both the white and pink forms.  

They are terrestrial orchids, which go dormant in 

the fall (and lose their leaves), to re-sprout now. 

They multiply freely.  Unlike most orchids, they grow 

in a well-drained potting soil. Cactus mix, perhaps 

amended with some sand and fine perlite, works 

well.  I have a few in pots (big bulb pans work well) 

so that I can transport them, but most are in the 

ground—they really grow better that way. 

Cattleya loddigesii grows fine outside. I don’t give it 

any special protection other than the shade cloth; it 

tolerates the near-freezing winter nights with no 

problem.  

Editor’s Notes, from Page 3 

Some of the Austrialian Dendrobiums have al-

ready started their blooming, but the peak of the 

season, at least at my house, is yet to come.  

There are some spectacular new hybrids, but the 

older ones (at any rate, they have had a chance to 

get big) also put on a nice show.  I do love Den-

drobium Specio-kingianum (also known as Den. 

Delicatum, usually applied to the natural hybrid). 

Den. speciosum is white to cream, but Den. kin-

gianum comes in a variety of shades from white to 

pink.  Depending on which Den. kingianum was 

used, the hybrid may be white or pink.  Here are 

Bletilla striata 

Cattleya loddigesii 

Dendrobium Specio-kingianum ‘Marlins’ 

Continued, Page 5 
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Roberta Fox, Editor 

Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 

 Santa Barbara International Orchid Show* 

March 4-6, 2016 

Earl Warren Showgrounds, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.sborchidshow.com 

 San Diego County Orchid Society Show and Sale* 

March 11-13, 2016;  Friday 3-7, Saturday 9—6, Sunday 10—4 

Scottish Rite Events Center, 1895 Camino Del Rio South, San Diego 

Info: www.sdorchids.com or (916) 543-9078 

 Central Coast Orchid Show and Sale* 

April 2-3, 2016; Saturday 9-5, Sunday 10-5 

South County Regional Center, 800 W. Branch St., Arroyo Grande 

Info:  www.fcos.org 

 Cool Growing Orchid Society Annual Auction*  (THAT’S US!) 

April 13, 2016; Preview and registration 6:30 PM, Auction begins 7 PM 

Garden Grove Masonic Lodge, 11270 Acacia Pkwy., Garden Grove 

Info:  www.coolgrowingorchids.com 

 Palomar Orchid Society Orchid Sale and Auction* 

April 30, 2016; Sale and preview 9:30-11, Auction 11—3 

The Pavilion at Lake San Marcos, 1105 La Bonita Dr., San Marcos 

Info: www.palomarorchid.org 

 Orchid Digest Speakers Day 

June 4, 2016 

Huntington Library, Art Collections, and Botanical Gardens  

Info:  www.orchiddigest.org (more information coming but save the date!) 

Den. Specio-

kingianum 

two examples.  No room to show more, but this is a group of or-

chids that is just as easy to grow as Cymbidiums, and certainly 

should be part of your collection. 

You will be repotting and dividing in the next month or two, so do 

set aside divisions for the auction.  It’s our only fundraiser, and we 

need plants to sell!  If you share the extras, you will have room for 

more, and so increase the variety of your collection. 
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

Andy's Orchids 
Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips 
760-436-4235, info@andysorchids.com 
www.andysorchids.com 

 Casa de las Orquideas 
Contact: Nancy Batchman 
858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com 
www.orquideas.com 

Diamond Orchids 
Contact: Peter Lin 
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 
www.diamondorchids.com 

Estate of Patricia Rowland 
Contact: Theodore Johnson 
(714) 979-5887 

Mr. Fertilizer 
Contact: Don Knipp 
949 -548-2678, 

Orange County Farm Supply 

Contact: Chris Roy 

(714)978-6500 

OrchidWiz, LLC 
720-524-3774 
support@orchidwiz.com 
www.orchidwiz.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 
www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 
Contact: Fred Clarke 
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

Wise Orchids 

Contact: Ed Wise 

(714)524-1730 
orchides@pacbell.net 


