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Speaker’s Choice 

November speaker Peter Lin selected the speci-

men Epidendrum porpax grown by Kayoko Ne-

brig.   This plant completely covered the surface 

of an 8” bulb pan, with blooming growths cas-

cading over the sides.  It is potted in small-

medium bark.  This plant grows easily outside. 

This species has had many name changes, 

clearly it is taxonomically confusing.  It was  

Epidendrum porpax, then Nanodes porpax, 

Neolehmannia porpax, most recently Epiden-

drum peperomia.  (I’m not changing my tags, 

“Epi. porpax” will do nicely)   In nature, it grows 

from southern Mexico, through Central Amer-

ica, and into Venezuela,  Colombia, and Peru in 

South America.  It grows over a wide range of 

elevations, from around 3000 ft to 9800 ft.  

Over most of its range it grows as an epiphyte, 

but at the highest elevations it can grow as a 

terrestrial (Charles Baker, in Orchidwiz)  It is 

clear, from  the varied conditions under which it 

grows in nature, that this is a very adaptable 

orchid that will tolerate just about any condi-

tions that we can give it in southern California. 

Epidendrum porpax 
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Editor’s Notes 

First things first… Our December meeting is the annual 

holiday party, and it’s mostly about food!  The club will 

provide the turkey and ham, and the rest is pot luck—

bring whatever appetizer, side dish or dessert tickles 

your fancy.  It’s always a surprise, and always delicious.  

No show-and-tell.  Everybody who brought plants for 

show and tell during the year will receive one raffle ticket 

for each month that they brought at least one plant (and 

remembered to sign in , of course….) and the winner will 

receive $100 to spend any way that they wish. If you 

haven’t been bringing in your plants, you can’t win… 

what are you waiting for?   There’s a little extra bonus for 

those whose plant was selected for speaker’s choice—

they will receive a $5 gift certificate for each month that 

they won, that can be used at the auction or the monthly 

raffle.  Lots of members have noteworthy plants—nobody 

won this more than twice, and in the nine months, six 

different people got the nod.  So again, everybody has a 

chance—but only if you participate. 

Looking at the long-range weather forecasts, I think 

we’re pretty much done with Santa Ana winds, heat, and 

low humidity for awhile.  With the nights getting quite 

cool, and the odds of rain improving. it is time to pay at-

tention to the plants that need a winter rest  with re-

duced water, and also those that might be marginal in 

terms of cold-tolerance.  In the first group are the nobile-

type Dendrobiums, as well as some other Dendrobiums, 

such as Den. lindleyi (aggregatum) .  They need a drying-

out or they won’t bloom.  Just how dry you keep them 

depends on the weather. You should shelter them where 

they won’t be rained on, and if  humidity is high, perhaps 

a bit of water every few weeks.  If the Santa Anas kick up 

and the humidity drops, a bit more may be necessary to 

keep them from dessicating.  Sarcochilus also benefits 

from reduced water in winter.  The Australian Dendrobi-

ums such as Den. speciosum and Den. kingianum don’t 

need to dry out. 

In the second group are the “temperature-marginal” or-

chids.  These don’t necessarily have a specific drying-out 

need (though pretty much all tropical orchids receive 

less rain in the winter, and besides, things don’t dry as 

fast so you’ll be cutting back the water anyway)  How-

ever, cold and wet can be a deadly combination for this 

group. It includes many of the Cattleya species and 

their hybrids, and many Vandas as well.  A dry  plant 

can tolerate much lower temperatures than a wet one. 

For these, you may want to set up a sheltered area, so 

that you can control when the plants get water, pro-

tecting them from rain that usually comes with cold 

temperatures.  You can get sheets of clear polycarbon-

ate from Home Depot and put them over your shade 

area.  Just be sure to anchor  the sheet well in case of 

wind. If you can slide it under the shade cloth, it will be 

held down pretty well.  An example of an orchid that 

can greatly benefit from this approach is Rhyncholaelia 

glauca.  These plants are vulnerable because they put 

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

Den. Fortune, a nobile-type Dendrobium 

Sarcochilus hartmannii 



Roberta Fox, Editor 

out their new growth, including flower sheaths,  in Janu-

ary and February.  And those tender new leads are es-

pecially vulnerable when they get rained upon and then 

the night turns cold as the rain departs. (I speak from 

hard, sad experience).   In general, it is best not to wa-

ter when it is cold (so wait until the sun is up before you 

do it) but still do it early enough in the day that the 

plants have a chance to dry before nightfall.   

My first Laelia anceps has signaled that it really, finally, 

is fall.  The flowers don’t typically last more than a cou-

ple of weeks, the solution  is to have lots of them.  I look 

forward to a lovely few months.  Laelia anceps hybrids, 

such as Laelia Finkeniana, are just as easy to grow, and 

starting to bloom now.  

Along with the usual early Cymbidiums, I’m finally seeing 

spikes on the regular ones —time to start staking for a 

nice display in the coming months.  They are late, but 

they are finally on the way—they were just waiting for the 

cooler nights..  

Editor’s Notes, from Page 3 

Rhyncholaelia glauca 

Laelia anceps (‘Royal Flush’ x  f. guerrero) 

Dendrochilum  

cobbianum 

(Plant and flowers) 

Among the less common orchids that are blooming 

now are several Dendrochilum species that grow nicely 

outside. The long, chain-like inflorescence is made of 

dozens of tiny flowers.  If you want to always have 

some orchids in bloom, just diversify. This is a delight-

ful genus if you can provide some moisture and shade. 

Laelia Finkeniana 
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Calendar of Events * See flier at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 

 Andy’s Orchids Holiday Open House 

December 4-6; 10-4 each day 

734 Ocean View Ave., Encinitas 

888-514-2639 or info@andysorchids.com; www.andysorchids.com 

Don’t forget your “Bonus Bucks” 

 Casa de Las Orquideas Annual Open House 

December 5-6; 9—4 each day 

170 S. Nardo Ave., Solana Beach 

858-755-7572 or casa@orquideas.com; www.orquideas.com 

 Sunset Valley Orchids Open House 

December 5-6; 9—4 each day 

1255 Navel Pl, Vista 

760-310-0778 ; www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

Saturday 11-2 is Taco Day—handmade tacos for all! 

 Orange County Orchid Society Annual Auction* 

January 20, 2016; 6:30 PM Preview, 7 PM auction begins 

Yorba Linda Public Library Community Room, lower level, 18181 Imperial Highway, Yorba Linda 

Info: Edie Gulrich 714-991-8661 egulrich@att.net or Susan Scheffler 714-777-9553, chefinyl@gmail.com 

 Newport Harbor Orchid Society Orchid Expo 

February 12-14, 2016; Friday 10-9, Saturday 10-7, Sunday 10-6 

Westminster Mall 

Info:  www.nhosinfo.org 

 Pacific Orchid Exposition 

February 26-28, 2015; Friday and Saturday 9-6, Sunday 10-5 

Fort Mason Center’s Festival Pavilion, San Francisco 

Info:  http://www.orchidsanfrancisco.org/poe.html 

 Santa Barbara International Orchid Show 

March 4-6, 2016 

Earl Warren Showgrounds, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.sborchidshow.com 
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

Andy's Orchids 
Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips 
760-436-4235, info@andysorchids.com 
www.andysorchids.com 

 Casa de las Orquideas 
Contact: Nancy Batchman 
858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com 
www.orquideas.com 

Diamond Orchids 
Contact: Peter Lin 
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 
www.diamondorchids.com 

Estate of Patricia Rowland 
Contact: Theodore Johnson 
(714) 979-5887 

Mr. Fertilizer 
Contact: Don Knipp 
949 -548-2678, 

Orange County Farm Supply 

Contact: Chris Roy 

(714)978-6500 

OrchidWiz, LLC 
720-524-3774 
support@orchidwiz.com 
www.orchidwiz.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 
www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 
Contact: Fred Clarke 
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

Wise Orchids 

Contact: Ed Wise 

(714)524-1730 
orchides@pacbell.net 


