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Laelia Species and Their Culture  

Peter Lin 

Peter Lin will be presenting his newest talk:  

Laelia Species and Their Culture.  Learn about 

the many different species and some of their 

culture requirements. This fast paced Power-

Point presentation will discuss most of the 

Laelia species and their various color forms. 

 

Peter started growing orchids over 30 years 

ago, but then stopped due to school and start-

ing a career.  It wasn't until about 12 years 

ago that the orchid "bug" came back and he is 

now heavily involved once again.  He is an ac-

credited judge with the American Orchid Soci-

ety and a hybridizer of mini-catts.  He enjoys 

meeting with other orchid enthusiasts, and 

can often be found at various orchid shows 

and societies around the country.  He also has 

hundreds of photos of his orchids that he 

maintains on Flickr.  You can view them by 

typing this address into the internet: http://

www.flickr.com/photos/minicatt/collections/ 

Due to limited growing space, Peter likes to specialize in miniature orchids, both species 

and hybrids, and has received numerous AOS awards.  His other interests in orchids in-

clude Dendrobiums, Angraecoids, and Neofinetias.  He maintains a collection of a thou-

sand or more orchids at his home in Southern California in 3 small greenhouses, as well as 

in the house under fluorescent lights. 

Laelia anceps f. lineata 

‘Disciplinata’ 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/minicatt/collections/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/minicatt/collections/
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Speaker’s Choice 

October speaker Ron Parsons selected Stenoglottis Ve-

nus, grown by Kayoko Nebrig, as his Speaker’s Choice.  

Kayoko grows this plant outside.  It grows in a terrestrial 

mix.  She places it in a saucer, so that it absorbs water 

from the bottom of the plant, which helps to keep the 

leaves looking more attractive.  However, as the 

weather turns colder, it will drop its leaves, and shortly 

thereafter put up new growth in early spring. 

This plant is a hybrid between Stenoglottis longifolia 

and Stenoglottis  fimbriata, two closely-related southern 

African species.  The Sngl. fimbriata parent gives the 

grex somewhat larger and darker flowers than the 

straight Sngl. longifolia with which we are, perhaps, 

more familiar.  It has a similar blooming habit, continu-

ing to open flowers at the tips of the spike for two or 

three months, even as the lower flowers fade and the 

leaves begin to drop. It has no problem at all with cool 

winter nights—in fact, it seems to stay in bloom longer if 

kept outside instead of bringing into the warm (and dry) 

house. 

Stenoglottis Venus 

In Memoriam 

We have lost two members of our CGOS family in 

the last month. 

Ed Rubino, husband of Henrietta Rubino, passed 

away on October 25.  All who have visited their 

home for the summer barbecue knew him. 

Sara Hess, the wife of our CGOS president, Rich-

ard (Dick) Hess, passed away on November 1.  

They were married for 60 years, traveled the 

world, and enjoyed many forms of the performing 

arts in a full and active life. 

 



Page 3 

November is Pie-a-thon Month! 

Once again it’s time for our Pie-a-Thon.  Pie-a-

Thon, for those of you who don’t know, is the 

month when we start to celebrate the Holiday sea-

son by bringing either a store bought or home-

made pie or festive desert to our November meet-

ing.  Please remember to cut your desert so peo-

ple can take a taste easily. We have judging of the 

homemade pies so let’s see what you’ve got.  

2016 Officers 

This is the proposed slate of officers for 2016.  Addi-

tional nominations will be accepted from the floor at the 

meeting.  If any position is contested, an election will be 

held in December.  If not, the slate will be put to a vote 

at the November meeting. There are some vacant Direc-

tor positions.  Consider volunteering!  It is an easy way 

to participate in helping this society grow and prosper. 

President   Norm Nakanishi 

Vice President   Theo Johnson 

Corporate Secretary  Roberta Fox 

Membership Secretary  Robin Lane 

Treasurer   Jade Davis 

Directors (6 positions)  Tony Glinskas 

    Dana Seelig 

    TBD 

    TBD 

    TBD 

    TBD 

Editor’s Notes 

Fall is finally putting in a tentative appearance.  Days are 

still warm, but nights are finally cooling off.  The Cymbi-

diums are starting to notice.  Be on the lookout for 

spikes that need staking. They can seem to appear out 

of nowhere.  But look closely—they really are finally peek-

ing out at the base of the plants. 

There are quite a few orchid-acquiring opportunities be-

tween now and the holidays, although shows and auc-

tions are past.  This coming weekend (right after you re-

ceive this newsletter) the  Santa Barbara nurseries are 

having their open houses.  Then the San Diego nurseries 

will be having theirs the first weekend in December.  

When you visit the nurseries, you will see a much greater 

variety of plants than anybody could possibly bring to a 

show, and you will see the conditions under which they 

are grown, which will help you to provide your new plants 

with what they need to prosper.  Note, also, the dates 

(on Page 6) when George Hatfield will be selling his Cym-

bidiums at Yamada Co. in Gardena.  He will be down 

here once a month through June. 

The long, hot, humid summer has had more plusses 

than minuses for my orchids, I think. Some Pleurothallids 

(including Masdevalias and Draculas) suffered, and I lost 

a few.  The survivors will probably be very happy if the 

forecast rain materializes, though. But some other or-

chids have expressed their pleasure by blooming again, 

months after their usual appearance.  One that I was 

surprised to find was Angraecum  didieri.  This little 

Madagascan native  (which grows quite happily outside 

in a basket with no media) bloomed in June, as it has for 

the past three years.  It just produced another pair of 

sweetly night-fragrant flowers. It typically opens the 

flowers a couple of weeks apart, which prolongs the 

blooming period. 

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

Angraecum didieri 



Roberta Fox, Editor 
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Another “bonus bloom” came from Cattleya schilleri-

ana.  It produced two flowers in June, and then an-

other one toward the end of September.  That was par-

ticularly nice, since this one is very difficult to photo-

graph.  It is very dark (so a black background is not 

ideal), has subtle spots, and very shiny petals that defy 

efforts to light them without glare. I was able to utilize 

my “second chance”, benefiting from some of the sug-

gestions of Don Goss’ photography talk to  come a lot 

closer to capturing what my eyes see.  Not quite there  

yet…  maybe next year. 

Laelia (Schomburgkia) superbiens is pretty much on 

schedule.  This is, I think, the best blooming that I have 

had from this plant, though.  It was growing over the 

edge of its basket, and seeming to be very happy to do 

so. It is one of those that does not like its roots confined, 

so I dropped it, plastic basket and all, into a larger wood 

basket with no additional media. The new roots are grab-

bing onto the wood, giving some hope that I can at least 

keep them controlled for awhile. This is one that will not 

come to the meeting, since it doesn’t fit in the car—5’ 

spike on an 1.5’ pseudobulb makes one very large plant.  

Here are a few photos (including the plant with yours 

truly included for scale). No blooming Laelia anceps yet, 

but a forest of spikes.  They may be waiting for cooler 

weather to start to expose the developing buds, but in 

the meantime some of those spikes are also getting 

huge. 

Editor’s Notes, from Page 3 

A hybrid that always blooms around this time is Cattleya 

Portiata f. coerulea.  Based on its genealogy, it should 

not grow outside through our winters.  It is 3/4 C. labi-

ata, a definite warm grower, and 1/4 C. bowringiana, 

which is marginal, especially the coerulea form. (I have 

greatly improved my results with the latter by providing a 

polycarbonate “hard cover” so that it can stay dry when 

it is cold)  But C. Portiata coerula, which I have had for 8 

years through some very chilly winters, has done splen-

didly with no particular winter protection or other TLC, 

gives me a spectacular display of flowers every year.  I 

hope it holds for the meeting, but if not, here it is, better 

than either parent. 

Cattleya schilleriana 

Laelia (Schomburgkia) superbiens 

C. Portiata f. Coerulea 
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Calendar of Events    

 Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Fall Open House 

November 7-8 2015; Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-4 

1250 Orchid Dr., Santa Barbara 

Info: www.sborchid.com or (800) 553-3387 

 Mexican Laelia species, Cymbidium Season kickoff, $7.50 specials 

 Annual Silent Auction 

 Cal Orchid Fall Open House 

November 7-8;, 2015 9-4 both days 

1251 Orchid Dr., Santa Barbara 

Info: www.calorchid.com or (805) 967-1312 

 Sale of all sorts of great plants 

 Special Cymbidium event—an offering of select divisions from the private collection of Andy Easton. 

Andy will be on site to answer questions 

 Orchid Society of Santa Barbara Show and Sale 

November 21-22, 2015; Saturday 10-5, Sunday 10-3 

Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History, 2599 Puesta del Sol Rd, Santa Barbara 

Info: fmorchids@hotmail.com 

 Andy’s Orchids Holiday Open House 

December 4-6; 10-4 each day 

734 Ocean View Ave., Encinitas 

888-514-2639 or info@andysorchids.com; www.andysorchids.com 

Don’t forget your “Bonus Bucks” 

 Casa de Las Orquideas Annual Open House 

December 5-6; 9—4 each day 

170 S. Nardo Ave., Solana Beach 

858-755-7572 or casa@orquideas.com; www.orquideas.com 

 Sunset Valley Orchids Open House 

December 5-6; 9—4 each day 

1255 Navel Pl, Vista 

760-310-0778 ; www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

Saturday 11-2 is Taco Day—handmade tacos for all! 

 Orange County Orchid Society Annual Auction 

January 20, 2016; 6:30 PM Preview, 7 PM auction begins 

Yorba Linda Public Library Community Room, lower level, 18181 Imperial Highway, Yorba Linda 

Info: Edie Gulrich 714-991-8661 egulrich@att.net or Susan Scheffler 714-777-9553, chefinyl@gmail.com 
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

Andy's Orchids 
Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips 
760-436-4235, info@andysorchids.com 
www.andysorchids.com 

 Casa de las Orquideas 
Contact: Nancy Batchman 
858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com 
www.orquideas.com 

Diamond Orchids 
Contact: Peter Lin 
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 
www.diamondorchids.com 

Estate of Patricia Rowland 
Contact: Theodore Johnson 
(714) 979-5887 

Mr. Fertilizer 
Contact: Don Knipp 
949 -548-2678, 

Orange County Farm Supply 

Contact: Chris Roy 

(714)978-6500 

OrchidWiz, LLC 
720-524-3774 
support@orchidwiz.com 
www.orchidwiz.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 
www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 
Contact: Fred Clarke 
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

Wise Orchids 

Contact: Ed Wise 

(714)524-1730 
orchides@pacbell.net 


