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Improving Your Floral Photography  

Don Goss 

(Bring your camera!) 

Don Goss received his first 35mm camera at age 9.  At age 10 he was doing his own film 

developing and printing in the darkroom. Fast-forward to 1992; he played chauffeur for an 

ex-girlfriend to Stewart’s Orchids near Santa Barbara.  He got into one of the back rooms 

(off limits to the public) and found a Vanda that was “NOT FOR SALE”!, they told him re-

peatedly.  He called his Italian uncle Vinnie, who “made them an offer they couldn’t re-

fuse”.   That was his first 

orchid.  He has since com-

bined his love of photogra-

phy with his love of or-

chids.  Don’s photographs 

have been published in 

“Orchids” magazine and he 

has received a number of 

AOS awards, most recently a 

pair of FCC’s. 

Would YOU like to have pho-

tographs of your orchids that 

are “wall worthy”?  Or, when 

your friends see your pic-

tures, they say “WOW, you 

took that”?   Like growing 

orchids, the 80/20 rule also 

Cell phones take good pictures too... 
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See: Don Goss, Page 2 
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Don Goss, From Page 1 

applies to photography.  You 

have a camera (point-and-

shoot, cell phone, or a 

DSLR), and that’s the 20%. 

Getting a wonderful photo-

graph is about setting up the 

right conditions under which 

you are shooting.  You’re go-

ing to learn how to use what-

ever camera you have and to 

control the conditions for 

making more beautiful pho-

tographs. 

This will not be a technical 

discussion!  He won’t be talk-

ing about depth of field, f-

stops, the physics of light or 

how your particular camera 

works.  This will be a practi-

cal application for photo-

graphing at shows, meetings 

and at home.  If all you know 

is how to snap a picture, then 

you’re in!  AND, if you have been shooting for a long time, you’ll gain new insights.  

 So bring whatever camera you have to the meeting and let’s have fun and make some art! 

Don took this photo of Richard Hess’ Paphiopedilum victoria-regina at the Southern California Orchid Spe-

cies Society meeting last month, utilizing the inexpensive set-up that he will be demonstrating and dis-

cussing at our meeting.  He had only a few minutes to grab the shot.  This beautiful photograph just em-

phasizes the point that neither elaborate equipment nor lots of time and trouble are necessary for great 

pictures of your orchids. 

Summer Barbecue, 2015 

Theo Johson, Vice President and Chef 

I want to thank all of you who helped out with 

the July BBQ.  An enjoyable time was had by 

all.  It was nice to just sit and talk and enjoy 

the summer which was neither steamy or hot 

that night.  A special thanks to Henrietta and 

her family, including Robin, who were our hosts and 

provided the spectacular ambiance. I also don’t want 

to forget to thank all of you who made, bought and 

brought the delicious food for the BBQ. It was great!  
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CGOS President’s Message 

I have been looking up to see the flowers on my 

patio.  I have about thirty five catasetums and 

crosses of that nature.  The blooms are quite dif-

ferent from other orchids.  Everybody should in-

spect all their plants for insects.  Scale is easy to 

see but mealy bugs are difficult as they get down 

between leaves on growths and are hard to see.  I 

spray for the insects twice a year because in-

fected plants can set your growth back several 

years or even kill the plant.  You really need to in-

spect your plants closely at this time of the year 

as all insects are on a rampage.  

Several members were not a the barbecue.  You 

missed a good time as we all had a good experi-

ence at the home of Henrietta and Ed Rubino. Hen-

rietta grows all her plants outside in Garden Grove 

and all the plants are growing and blooming.  It is 

really good to go to other people’s homes and see 

how they grow their plants.  If people want to come 

over to my home and see how I grow all they have 

to do is call me to see if I am home.  

 

Richard Hess 

Editor’s Notes 

I’m sorry that I had to miss the barbecue. I was traveling 

in eastern Canada, far from my orchids (although I did 

see a Dactylorhiza, a terrestrial orchid, growing in a bo-

tanic garden, but no orchids in the wild, the Cypripedi-

ums having bloomed a couple of months earlier).  On the 

other hand, I ate some of the best seafood that I have 

ever encountered. 

Fascination of Orchids is coming up fast.  We’ll be asking 

for your help for setup, breakdown, and running the in-

formation table and providing security during the show.  

We will, as in the past, have an excellent lineup of ven-

dors, including several international ones.  If there is 

something special that you want, check the show web-

site www.ocorchdishow.com for contact information, and 

get your pre-orders in.  Those vendors coming from a 

distance need some lead time (I know that Ecuagenera 

needs their pre-orders by September 9) .  

If you have Pterostylis curta (I have been donating these 

to auctions, etc. for several years, they multiply like 

crazy, so lots of people have them) it’s time to repot if 

you haven't already done it.  They have been ignored, 

and sleeping, for a couple of months, but it’s time to 

wake them up.  Take the little tubers (in size anywhere 

from a BB to a marble) and put them in any well-drained 

terrestrial mix, about 1” deep.  If they have already 

started to sprout, plant them with the sprouts pointing 

upward.  Start watering lightly until sprouts appear 

above the surface in 4-6 weeks, then increase water-

ing. They typically bloom in January to February. 

The warm, humid weather has been affecting bloom 

times a bit.  The orchids think they are in the tropics 

(and like the humidity a lot more than I do).  Laelia 

anceps spikes are developing fast, and I expect that 

they will start blooming in October.  Along with enjoying 

the orchids that are blooming at the moment, there is 

the thrill of anticipation of things to come.  The early 

Cymbidiums are already putting in an appearance.  

Cym. Golden Elf ‘Sundust” bloomed and faded in my 

See: Editor’s Notes, Page 4 

Pterostylis curta tubers out of their old mix, ready to plant 



Roberta Fox, Editor 
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absence, but there will be more spikes coming, I’m 

sure.  Cym. Peter Pan (a gift from J.J. White) has 

started to open.   

The first of my Encyclia (Prosthechea) radiata plants is 

in full bloom.  A couple of others will open later, into 

the fall.  They have the fragrance of wintergreen, and 

last 4-6 weeks.   

While some of the “classic corsage Cattleyas” need a 

greenhouse, there are plenty that don’t.  The appeal of a 

big, floofy, fragrant Catt is ageless.  (Thanks, Espie!) 

Editor’s Notes, from Page 3 

Cymbidium Peter Pan ‘Greensleeves’ 

Encyclia radiata 

Cattleya Angel Bells 

Here are two different plants of Encyclia hanburyi, to 

show the color variation in the species.  These grow 

well mounted, or in pots with very large bark.   

Well, that’s it for 

now… We’ll see what 

is in bloom for the 

meeting—bring your 

plants, and your 

camera! 

Encyclia hanburyi 
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Calendar of Events    
*See flyer at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 

 Newport Harbor Summer Exotic Plant and Orchid Festival* 

August 8-9; Friday 10 AM—9 PM, Saturday 10 AM-7 PM, Sunday 11 AM—6 PM 

Westminster Mall, Westminster 

Info: www.nhosinfo.org 

 

 South Bay Orchid Society Show and Sale 

September 19-20; Sales Sat. 9-5, Sun  9-4,  Show Sat 11-5 and Sun 9-4 

South Coast Botanic Garden, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd., Palos Verdes 

Admission $9 Adults, $6 Seniors, Free parking 

Info:  www.southbayorchidsociety.com 

 

 Fascination of Orchids International Show and Sale* 

September 26-27, 2015, 10 AM—5 PM 

South Coast Plaza Village, 1631 W Sunflower, Santa Ana (Corner of Sunflower and Bear) 

Info: www.ocorchidshow.com 

 

 Andy’s Orchids Open House 

October 2-4, 2015 10 AM—4 PM 

734 Ocean View Ave, Encinitas 

Info:  www.andysorchids.com 

 San Diego International Orchid Fair 

October 3-4; Sat 9-5, Sun 9-4 

San Diego Botanic Garden,  

230 Quail Gardens Dr,, Encinitas 

Info: http://www.sdbgarden.org/orchid.htm 

 

 The Huntington Botanical Gardens  First Annual International Orchid Show and Sale 

October 16-18 

The Huntington Library, Art Collections, and  Botanical Gardens, San Marino 
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

Andy's Orchids 
Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips 
760-436-4235, info@andysorchids.com 
www.andysorchids.com 

 Casa de las Orquideas 
Contact: Nancy Batchman 
858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com 
www.orquideas.com 

Diamond Orchids 
Contact: Peter Lin 
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 
www.diamondorchids.com 

Estate of Patricia Rowland 
Contact: Theodore Johnson 
(714) 979-5887 

Mr. Fertilizer 
Contact: Don Knipp 
949 -548-2678, 

Orange County Farm Supply 

Contact: Chris Roy 

(714)978-6500 

OrchidWiz, LLC 
720-524-3774 
support@orchidwiz.com 
www.orchidwiz.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 
www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 
Contact: Fred Clarke 
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

Wise Orchids 

Contact: Ed Wise 

(714)524-1730 
orchides@pacbell.net 


