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Cymbidiums of Course! 
   

George Hatfield 

We are happy to announce that a Club fa-
vorite, George Hatfield, will be this month's 
speaker.  George is the owner of Hatfield 
Orchids in Oxnard, California specializing in 
the production of Cymbidiums. George has 
received many awards for his exceptional 
orchids including recently, the Grand Cham-
pion and Reserve Champion Cymbidium 
awards at the 2015 Santa Barbara Interna-
tional Orchid Show. George hybridizes most 
of the orchids he grows creating some 
spectacular cymbidium flower displays. He 

is an accredited judge in both the 
American Orchid Society and the Cym-
bidium Society of America.  George is 
currently the Judging Chair for the 
American Orchid Society, Pacific South 
Judging region. He will be providing 
the Plant Opportunity Table, always 
spectacular, so be sure purchase lots 
of tickets! 

April 8, 2015 

Cymbidium Dos Equis 

(Fire Water x Yowie Flame) 

Cymbidium Aurora Malano Mendoza 

(Champagne Robin x Finger of Suspicion) 



Page 2 

Speaker’s Choice 

March speaker Tom Biggart selected the mounted 

specimen-sized Leptotes bicolor, grown by Rich-

ard Hess, as his Speaker’s Choice.  Richard grows 

this floriferous plant in his greenhouse.  However, 

Leptotes bicolor also grows nicely outside, as do 

several other Leptotes species.   No matter where 

it is grown, it definitely grows best mounted. It 

needs bright light, and can tolerate almost full 

sun except at mid-day. It tolerates hot summer 

days, as well as near-freezing winter nights.  

The genus Leptotes is a member of the Cattleya 

tribe.  It originates over a wide area in Brazil.  Ac-

cording to Charles Baker (in Orchidwiz) Leptotes 

bicolor was first discovered Organ Mountains near 

Rio de Janeiro.  However, it also grows in in the 

states of Minas Gerais, Esprito Santo, São Paulo, 

and Santa Catarina. The plants grow in regions 

ranging from coastal mountains to subtropical 

rainforests at 1650-2950 ft. (500-900 m).   The 

species has also been found in Paraguay. 

Leptotes bicolor 
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CGOS President’s Message 

I hope some of you went to Santa Barbara two weeks 

ago to the show.  The presentations on the floor dis-

plays were just full of blooming orchids and all the ven-

dors had many plants for sale to the public.  I do not 

know about the rest of you members but I have a large 

amount of different plants in full bloom.  If you have 

any you should bring them to the meeting so all the 

members could admire your growing ability and see 

different plants in bloom.  We’d also love to have you 

describe how you grow your plants, during the show-

and-tell session.  The best way to learn about growing 

a variety of orchids is to hear what works for other back-

yard growers with conditions similar to yours. 

We have had a few visitors this last meeting.  Three used 

to be members years ago when we also used to meet in 

Garden Grove.  I welcome all to come to our meetings and 

join in the festivities and the different speakers.  We still 

need to attract new members and also some younger 

members to keep the love of growing orchids alive and 

also to encourage all people to grow orchids in their back 

yards.  

Richard Hess 

It’s time take a breather from orchid acquisition, and 

work on taking care of both the new plants and the old 

ones.  I didn’t make it to Santa Barbara, but with two 

auctions, the NHOS Westminster show, the San Fran-

cisco show, and time spent at Andy’s Orchids, my collec-

tion has done some expanding.  While a few new warm 

growers  found a bit of space in the greenhouse, the bulk 

of my  new babies will be happy outside.  Each new plant 

receives a number (written on a new tag) and is entered 

into my database before it is moved to its growing loca-

tion.  For the bare-root plants, decisions need to be  

made.  Do I mount it, put it in a basket, or pot it?  If it 

isn’t mounted, sphagnum or bark?  What size bark?  For 

the species especially, a bit of research on the plant’s 

native environment can point me in the right direction. 

For hybrids, knowing something of the parentage can 

also help in selecting the  proper  media  and location. 

Since everything will receive pretty much the same fre-

quency of watering, the amount of moisture can be tai-

lored to each plant by varying the media.  And it is so 

much easier that way.   

With warmer weather and longer days, most plants are 

starting to grow vigorously. Be on the lookout for new 

roots, indicating the optimum time to pot.  If your collec-

tion is more than a few plants, you will probably not be 

able to get to all of them at the perfect time.  Then, you 

should focus first on the ones for which timing is most 

critical.  Anything that you want to mount should have 

the highest priority, since they will establish on their 

mount ONLY when the new roots grab it.  Then, once 

you move on to potting, the Cattleya group is probably 

the most fussy about timing.  Once Cymbidiums have 

stopped blooming, you can pot them any time until the 

end of August.  Paphiopedilums are pretty much al-

ways growing, so they can be potted any time. The 

same is true of Phalaenopsis.  

There are quite a few Cattleya species that can grow 

outside .  The big ones are especially thrilling.  Cattleya 

schroederiae flowers are 6-7 inches across.  They look 

very delicate, but last for several weeks.  Mine has 

been in bloom for awhile, so I’m not sure that it will 

last until the meeting. Another one that may be fin-

See: Editor’s Notes,, Page 4 

Editor’s Notes 

Cattleya schroederae 



Roberta Fox, Editor 
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Editor’s Notes from Page 3 

ished by meeting time is Laelia jongheana.  This one 

seems to be difficult to find, but if you do manage to 

get one, it is quite easy to grow outside. I mounted this 

plant, but then it started to grow away from the mount 

so I put it into a wood basket (mount and all) with large 

bark so that the new roots would have something to 

grow into. Think of that wood basket as a three-

dimensional mount. 

Sobralia caloglossa is blooming again.  This one will 

never  come to a meeting, since the oldest cane is 

about 15’ long and it is in a very large pot.  You’ll have 

to enjoy it in the photo, or come over to my house to 

see it.  It blooms two or three times per year, and each 

flower lasts 4-5 days (long for a Sobralia).  Since the 

flowers open sequentially, and there are several 

spikes, it will be in bloom for about 6 weeks each time. 

Do the math—this species is in bloom about 1/3 of the 

year, a very satisfying orchid. 

One more,  a miniature that is probably best appreciated 

in a photo. I grow it in the shadiest part of my yard, and it 

gets daily (or more) watering. This is Dryadella zebrina. It 

produces cute little 1/4”  flowers for two months or 

more. 

Laelia jongheana 

Sobralia caloglossa 

Sobralia caloglossa in-situ in my back yard. 

Dryadella zebrina 
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Calendar of Events    
*See flyer at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 

 South Coast Cactus and Succulent Society Show and Sale (from our Garden Club associates) 

April 11-12; 9 AM—4 PM 

South Coast Botanic Garden, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd,, Palos Verdes Peninsula 

 Spring Garden Show 

April 23-26, 2015 

South Coast Plaza, 3333 Bear St., Costa Mesa 

Info:  www.springgardenshow.com 

 Orange County Orchid Society Orchid Mounting and Potting Workshop* 

April 15, 2015; Orchid judging 7 PM, Orchid Workshop 7 30 PM 

Yorba Linda Public Library Community Room, Lower Level, 18181 Imperial Hwy, Yorba Linda 

Info: Nohline L’Ecuyer orchids @nohline.com 714-491-6660 

 Palomar Orchid Society Annual Auction* 

May 2, 2015: Preview at 10 AM, Auction begins 11:00 AM 

The Lodge (Pavilion), 1105 La Bonita Dr, Lake San Marcos 

Info: www.palomarorchid.org 

 San Gabriel Valley Orchid Hobbyists Annual Auction* 

May 21,2015; Preview at 6 PM, Auction begins 7:00 PM 

Los Angeles County Arboretum & Botanic Garden,  301 N. Baldwin Ave., Arcadia 

 Orchid Digest Speakers Day 

June 13, 2015 

Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical Gardens, San Marino 

Info and ticket purchase: www.orchiddigest.org 

 

 Cal Orchid’s Summer Hummer 

July 10-11, 2015 (Friday and Saturday) 

1251 Orchid Dr., Santa Barbara 

Info: www.calorchid.com 

 Fascination of Orchids International Show and Sale* 

September 26-27, 2015, 10 AM—5 PM 

South Coast Plaza Village, 1631 W Sunflower, Santa Ana (Corner of Sunflower and Bear) 

Info: www.ocorchidshow.com 
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

Andy's Orchids 
Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips 
760-436-4235, info@andysorchids.com 
www.andysorchids.com 

 Casa de las Orquideas 
Contact: Nancy Batchman 
858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com 
www.orquideas.com 

Diamond Orchids 
Contact: Peter Lin 
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 
www.diamondorchids.com 

Estate of Patricia Rowland 
Contact: Theodore Johnson 
(714) 979-5887 

Mr. Fertilizer 
Contact: Don Knipp 
949 -548-2678, 

Orange County Farm Supply 

Contact: Chris Roy 

(714)978-6500 

OrchidWiz, LLC 
720-524-3774 
support@orchidwiz.com 
www.orchidwiz.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 
www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 
Contact: Fred Clarke 
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

Wise Orchids 

Contact: Ed Wise 

(714)524-1730 
orchides@pacbell.net 


