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Brazilian Bifoliate Cattleyas  
   

Tom Biggart 

Have you ever seen an orchid you just loved and had to have?  For Tom Biggart, that hap-

pens often and it happened with Cattleya bicolor.  After obtaining several color varieties 

of this species he wondered if there were other Brazilians that might grow in his rough 

conditions.  Do you wonder if you might be able to be successful with some of these 

plants?  In this talk he will discuss the major bifoliate Cattleyas of Brazil, in what microcli-

mate they exist, what they look like, and some tips for growing them. 

 

Tom is the owner and head grower of GRANITE HILLS ORCHIDS IN El Cajon, California(a 

small town 15 miles east of San Diego).  His nursery is a hobby business which means 

he doesn’t make a living growing plants.  It is more of a labor of love!  Tom loves plants in 

general, and orchids are his main passion.  He is very interested in Encyclias and has a 

large collection of Encyclia species and hy-

brids. The Australian cool growers are a cur-

rent interest as well as Brazilian rupicolous 

Laelias.  He is a retired elementary school 

teacher with orchids as his new students.  

The past few years he and his wife, Neal, 

have gotten interested in Ceramics.  In typi-

cal Biggart fashion they now have a throwing 

building, a glazing building, and a kiln yard 

with 3 kilns.  His pottery is designed primarily 

for plants and can be seen at most of the 

local orchid shows and at the nursery.  He 

would love to talk orchids and pottery with 

anyone interested! 

March 11, 2015 

Cattleya bicolor 
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Here is a modest attempt to demystify your plant tags, 

and help to extract as much information as possible 

from them. First, orchid labels typically use the scien-

tific system of two names – the Genus (always capital-

ized) and then the species for orchid species, or the 

grex for hybrids.  More on the latter in a moment. The 

second name is lower case for species, upper case for 

hybrids. 

 

The naming system originated with the Swedish bota-

nist and zoologist Carl Linnaeus (1707-1778), the fa-

ther of modern taxonomy.  Scholarly writing was done 

in Latin, and that practice is followed in the names of 

orchid species.    A smaller number use Greek names. 

In both of those languages, nouns have gender 

(feminine, neuter, masculine)  In general, the species 

name is given an ending that matches that of the ge-

nus, and when those change due to reclassification of 

the genus, the species name usually changes too.  So, 

Epidendrum alatum becomes Encyclia alata.  You’ll 

see plenty of tags that don’t get it right. Also, there are 

exceptions that got past the “nomenclature police”.  

For instance, most Paphiopedilum species names in 

“um” to agree with the neuter gender of the genus 

name.  But there is Paphiopedilum victoria-regina .    

The name goes back to 1892 – when honoring Queen 

Victoria, it was probably politic not to follow the rules.  

Sometimes, if a species has consistently different 

forms, from different locations, for instance or distinct 

colors, it may have a “variety”, for instance Laelia 

anceps var. guerrero.  You’ll also see these variations 

indicated as “forms” (Latin forma  or fma.).  The use of 

“var.” or “f.” or “fma.” is very inconsistent. A cross of two 

varieties of a species is still the species. (So L. anceps 

var. veitchiana x L. anceps var. roeblingiana is still L. 

anceps even if the result would never be found in na-

ture.) 

See: What Is That Plant?,, Page 3 

What Is That Plant? 

Roberta Fox 

L. anceps ‘Royal Flush’ x L. anceps var. guerrero 

A named cultivar of the species crossed with a 

natural variety of the species—it is still the species 

Laelia anceps, not a hybrid 

Cymbidium [Mighty 

Mouse x (Palm 

Beach x Goldilocks 

Girl)] x Mighty Pan-

ther  

A very lovely, and 

loveable, mutt. 

 

When a hybrid is made, for a name to be official, it is 

registered with the Royal Horticultural Society in the 

United Kingdom.  In the US, name registrations are han-

dled through the American Orchid Society, but eventu-

ally go to the RHS. To find out the parentage of a hybrid, 

one can look it up on the RHS website, or utilize a data-

base such as Orchidwiz.  If you want to figure out the 

species that go into a complex hybrid, it is much, much 

easier to do with Orchidwiz.  Especially with hybrids from 

groups of orchids that can come from a variety of habi-

tats (such as the Cattleya family), if you know the spe-

cies percentages, you can greatly improve your cultural 

success rate.  Many times, the tag won’t have a single 

name for a hybrid (the cross or  “grex”) , but will just list 

the parents.  Hybridizers make many crosses, not know-

ing what the children will look like.  In general, only the 

best ones will get registered names.  Sometimes, the 

cross is registered after you acquire a plant (often the 

case when getting young plants from the original hybrid-

izer).  When a hybrid is considered good enough to use 

in further hybridizing, one hopes that it gets named first.  

That doesn’t always happen.  For instance, I have Cym-

bidium [Mighty Mouse x (Palm Beach x Goldilocks Girl)]x 

Mighty Panther, and a few others with even more com-

plicated names on the tags.   When the intermediate 
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CGOS President’s Message 

Spring is now upon us and still not enough rain!  I 

am trying to collect rain water off my roof every 

time it rains, which is not often.  My growing areas 

are full of blooming plants,  The Paphs are just 

spikes, are just starting, the Cattleyas are mostly in 

full bloom, the hanging Cymbidiums are about done 

and the Phrags just spiking.  It not good for me to 

talk about just so few of the many types of orchids… 

there are many thousands of different varieties in the 

general collection of most growers.  Some of your 

friends in the different societies can grow many dif-

ferent varieties with great success.  I am not one of 

them, so I try to stick to the old tried and true.  Even 

then I usually lose several plants a year, but when 

they do grow I feel a tinge of success.  I hope every-

one enjoyed the show that NHOS put together at the 

Westminster Mall.  It was a beautiful site, and I un-

derstand, mostly successful.  The members did an 

awful lot of work and should be congratulated.  Do 

not forget the orchid show in the middle of the 

month in Santa Barbara.  It is a long drive but well 

worth it.  And while is still about 6 months away, put 

Fascination of Orchids on your calendar Sep. 26-27.  

You will be called upon to help.  Fascination of Or-

chids makes substantial financial contributions to 

CGOS, and it needs the assistance of the members at 

show time.  Our auction is over for another year.  It was 

not as successful of an endeavor as we really need to 

pay for the club activities, and the Board will be look-

ing at things that can be done to improve it.  We all 

need to thank the Fascination of Orchids Board of Di-

rectors (Roberta, Tony and Theo)  for the ongoing do-

nations to the society to keep the doors open. 

 

Dues for 2015 were due Jan. 1.  If you have not paid 

yet, you need to get it done at the meeting, or send 

$10 to Robin Lane, 3537 W Greentree Cir. #F, Ana-

heim, CA 92804 to continue to receive the newslet-

ter. 
 

Richard Hess 

parents aren’t registered, the pedigree is muddy, it’s a 

lovable mutt.  (Cym. Palm Beach by Goldolocks Girl) = 

Cym. Beach Girl, but the cross of that with Mighty 

Mouse is unregistered.  Unless you’re hybridizing with it, 

doesn’t make a bit of difference, it’s still beautiful. 

 

The last part of the name, in single quotes,  designates 

a particular plant – the cultivar or clonal name for either 

a species or a hybrid.  The only time the cultivar name 

is in any sort of registry is for awarded plants.  Other-

wise, someone may name a particular plant just be-

cause they want to. If a particular plant is cloned (which 

is done for especially good ones, awarded or not) the 

clones still carry the cultivar name since, at least in the-

ory, they are genetically identical. Divisions, of course, 

are always genetically identical. If you buy a plant of Blc. 

Oconee ‘Mendenhall’  AM/AOS for a modest price, it is, 

no doubt, a clone of the original plant.  However, Carter 

and Holmes has recently been trying to sell a division of 

the original Blc. Oconee ‘Mendenhall’ plant (not a 

clone)… for $5000.  The cloning process makes excel-

lent plants available to the “rest of us”.  However, you 

might get a division of an awarded plant if you know the 

person who owns it.  Two successful bidders at the 

What Is That Plant?, from Page 2 

CGOS auction got divisions of Blc. Zul ‘Wantana’ HCC/

AOS because Theo Johnson divided his awarded plant 

and donated two pieces of it. A side note… Paphiopedi-

lums and Phragmipediums have not been successfully 

cloned. Therefore, if you have a “named” cultivar of a 

Paph or Phrag, it is definitely a division. Most other 

genera of commercial interest can be cloned. 

 

See: Editor’s Notes,, Page 4 

Blc. Zul ‘Wantana’ 



Roberta Fox, Editor 

Editor’s Notes 
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I like to bring the blooming orchids into my house, so 

that I can enjoy them in the evening as well as during 

the day.  This time of year, I have to pick and choose—

the house is not big enough for everything that is in 

bloom.  Of course, the Cymbidiums and Australian 

Dendrobiums are in full glory (and LARGE). But there 

are some others that scream for attention, as well.  

Lycastes grow very well for me.  They like shade (I keep 

them on the north side of the house) and moisture.  

The leaves are getting ready to drop (and therefore are 

not particularly attractive) but they can be trimmed 

back without harming the plant.  The new growth tends 

to appear toward the end of the bloom cycle.  Lycaste 

Koolena has been the best of my bunch for many 

years.  The flowers last about two months, and during 

that time there are typically new ones appearing, ex-

tending the bloom time of the plant to three months or 

more.  Also intriguing, the first flowers usually come out 

pure white, or perhaps with just a tinge of pink at the 

base of the petals, but the later ones are soft pink.  

There are quite a few Maxillarias that grow well out-

side, that are blooming now or will be very shortly.  One 

of the most robust, 

and forgiving, is Max-

illaria picta. The flow-

ers are yellow on the front, but the backs are creamy 

white with red spots.  Along with being quite floriferous, 

it’s fragrant. 

Maxillaria densa is a “climber”.  I got it from a member-

sales table several years ago, and tied it to a piece of 

hapu’u.  It has started to branch.  The flowers are 

bunched together near the bases of the pseudobulbs.  In 

general, Maxillarias don’t like their roots disturbed.  

Those with a creeping habit, like this and many others, 

especially resent the removal of those brown sheaths 

that appear on the older growth.  It is tempting to “clean 

it up”.  DON’T!  Those climbing growths produce roots 

that go all the way down into the media, and the sheaths 

protect those roots.  If you 

try to “make it pretty” by re-

moving the sheaths, you will 

damage the roots under-

neath and probably kill the 

plant.  (This applies to Maxil-

laria tenuifolia, too.) 

Rhyncholaelia glauca is won-

derfully fragrant, especially 

at night. It grows outside 

easily, but is a bit vulnerable 

to late winter cold snaps, 

since it is producing its new 

growths and buds in Decem-

ber and January.  The solution is to keep it dry 

(preferably under a “hard cover”), especially when it 

rains at night. This winter was very mild, and I have sev-

eral of these blooming. Although nearly all have some 

pigment on the back of the sepals, the flowers can go 

from purely white 

and green to 

shades of pink, 

with or without a 

bit of red in the 

throat. 

Lycaste Koolena 

Maxillaria picta 

Maxillaria densa 

Rhyncholaelia 

glauca 
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Calendar of Events    
*See flyer at www.coolgrowingorchids.com, select the Events link 

 Long Beach Amateurs Orchid Society Annual Auction* 

March 9, 2015; 6 PM Preview, 6:30 PM Auction begins 

St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church Hall, 6201 E. Willow St., Long Beach 

Info: info@lbaos.com, Gary Putnam 562-972-0450 or Irma Hughes 714-897-2892 

 Santa Barbara International Orchid Show* 

March 13-15, 2015 9 AM-5 PM 

Earl Warren Showgrounds, Santa Barbara 

Info: www.sborchidshow.com 

 San Diego Orchid Society Show and Sale* 

March 27-29, 2015; Friday 3 PM-7 PM, Saturday 9 AM-6 PM, Sunday 10 AM-4PM 

Scottish Rite Event Center, 1895 Camino Del Rio South, San Diego 

Info: www.sdorchids.com or 760-529-2947 

 Central Coast Orchid Show and Sale* 

March 28-29, 2015; Saturday 9 AM—5 PM, Sunday 10 AM—5 PM 

South County Regional Center, 800 W. Branch St, Arroyo Grande 

Info: www.fcos.org or 805-343-2455 

 South Coast Cactus and Succulent Society Show and Sale (from our Garden Club associates) 

April 11-12; 9 AM—4 PM 

South Coast Botanic Garden, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd,, Palos Verdes Peninsula 

 Orange County Orchid Society Orchid Mounting and Potting Workshop* 

April 15, 2015; Orchid judging 7 PM, Orchid Workshop 7 30 PM 

Yorba Linda Public Library Community Room, Lower Level, 18181 Imperial Hwy, Yorba Linda 

Info: Nohline L’Ecuyer orchids @nohline.com 714-491-6660 

 Palomar Orchid Society Annual Auction* 

May 2, 2015: Preview at 10 AM, Auction begins 11:00 AM 

The Lodge (Pavilion), 1105 La Bonita Dr, Lake San Marcos 

Info: www.palomarorchid.org 
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These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

Andy's Orchids 
Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips 
760-436-4235, info@andysorchids.com 
www.andysorchids.com 

 Casa de las Orquideas 
Contact: Nancy Batchman 
858-755-7572, casa@orquideas.com 
www.orquideas.com 

Diamond Orchids 
Contact: Peter Lin 
909-396-0334, minicatt99@yahoo.com 
www.diamondorchids.com 

Estate of Patricia Rowland 
Contact: Theodore Johnson 
(714) 979-5887 

Mr. Fertilizer 
Contact: Don Knipp 
949 -548-2678, 

Orange County Farm Supply 

Contact: Chris Roy 

(714)978-6500 

OrchidWiz, LLC 
720-524-3774 
support@orchidwiz.com 
www.orchidwiz.com 

Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 
800-553-3387, sboe@sborchid.com 
www.sborchid.com 

Sunset Valley Orchids 
Contact: Fred Clarke 
760-639-6255, fred.clarke@att.net 
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

Wise Orchids 

Contact: Ed Wise 

(714)524-1730 
orchides@pacbell.net 

We received a message from Marv Greenbaum, who was 

a member of this group some years ago.  He currently 

lives in Los Angeles, is moving to a senior facility and 

needs to sell his Cymbidiums and other orchids, pots, and 

supplies.  He asked us to announce a sale that he is hav-

ing on March 7, and will also be available March 14.  LO-

CATION is at the back of his home, where the rear garage 

is located, 6026 Shenandoah Ave, one block south of 

Slauson in Ladera Heights. Email: marvg5@att.net 


