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We welcome a return visit from Peter Tobias, President of the Orchid Conservation 

Alliance. OCA, of which this society is a member, has been extremely active in the 

past year with fund-raising to purchase additional land in the Reserva Serra Bonita in 

Brazil, about which he spoke last September. In March of this year, he took a small 

group of intrepid orchid lovers on a trip to hike in the Reserva and other areas of or-

chid habitat in that area.  He will update us on continuing efforts in this area, as well 

as other OCA initiatives that are in progress. 

 

 He was a founding member of the San Diego County Orchid Society’s Conservation 

Committee. The success of that endeavor in San Diego led to the idea that orchid 

lovers nationwide, and even internationally, might support an organization devoted to 

orchid habitat protec-

tion.  The central vi-

sion of the Orchid Con-

servation Alliance is 

that orchid-rich habi-

tats should remain 

undisturbed as re-

serves for the orchids 

and other organisms 

that live there. Thus 

the principal goal of 

the OCA is to foster the 

development of wild 

orchid reserves. To 

this end they partner 

with organizations in 

orchid rich countries, 

raising money and 

supporting them as 

much as possible.  

Conserving Orchids in Brazil  
 

Peter Tobias 

August 10, 2014 

OCA Brazil Trip Participants 
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Speaker’s Choice 

July speaker Winn Winmaw selected Schoenorchis gemmata, 

grown by Scott McGregor.  Scott grows this charming minia-

ture Vandaceous species outside in San Juan Capistrano.  He 

does not have a greenhouse, and so grows all of his plants 

outside in shade areas.  He uses RO water, and the orchids 

show their appreciation with prolific growth and blooms.  The 

individual flowers of Sns. gemmata are only about 1/8”, and 

so offer a challenge to photograph on the show-and-tell table.  

To illustrate the exquisite beauty of the individual flowers, the 

photo group includes a “studio shot” of the editor’s plant 

(which also grows outside). 

According to Charles Baker (in Orchidwiz), Schoenorchis gem-

mata grows in a wide area including northern India and Bang-

ladesh, southeast and south-central China, southeast Asia 

including Burma (Myanmar), Cambodia, and Vietnam, and the 

eastern Himilayas, including Bhutan, Nepal and Tibet. It 

grows in mountain forests, generally in a range from around 

2700—6550 ft. (830—2000 m), but has been found as high 

as 8200 ft. (2500 m) in northern Vietnam. This  

plant is certainly one that  grows Cool, Interme-

diate, Warm, or any combination thereof,  Be-

cause of its rambling growth habit and pendant 

inflorescences, it should be grown mounted. In 

its natural habitat it experiences high humidity 

all year around, and copious ran in the summer.  

Therefore, it can benefit from a pad of moss to 

preserve moisture in our drier climate. 

Schoenorchis gemmata 

Thank you to those who took care of my table in my absence.  We had some guests in July: Kayoko Nebrig, Sharon 

& Irv Gram and Darlene & Ron Maeda.  Thank you so much for attending, we hope to see you again in the very near 

future.  Calling all members… It's getting close to auction time! Start gathering your divisions and plants that you'd 

like others to try to grow, also plant supplies are a great help as well.  Snack, finger foods and your assistance are 

greatly needed.  Please see either Janice Krause or me at the meeting to see where you can help.  Remember this 

is not the Board’s nor the Officer’s Society, it's yours, so let's make it prosper.  See you in August. 

Edie Gulrich, Membership Secretary 
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Even though I had already seen the presentation on 

the trip to Burma (Myanmar) I still enjoyed it greatly. 

Sometimes it helps to review. One thing that really 

catches my attention about other locations is the 

weather. We are fortunate with ours because we can 

grow a wide selection of plants here with some minor 

tweaking only. I encourage you all to try something 

President’s Message 

Editor’s Potting Bench  

Can’t do anything about the weather, but it is in-

teresting to observe  the year-to-year variations in 

blooming times that, no doubt, are related to it. I 

predict an early and spectacular Laelia anceps 

blooming season.  Many L. anceps spikes are al-

ready rapidly elongating..  My guess is that I will 

start to see flowers by early October.   

 

I’m taking Andy and Harry Phillips’ suggestion and 

doing most watering in the evening.  In most of 

the areas from which orchids originate, tropical or 

subtropical, rain occurs primarily in the evening. 

We get in the habit of morning watering because 

most of the time our nights are cool and we don’t 

want the orchids to be wet when they are cold.  

However, circumstances alter cases… nights have 

been above 65 deg. F for at least a month, and 

long range forecasts indicate that isn’t going to 

change anytime soon (probably at least a month 

to six weeks)  In nature, when they get water at night, 

they absorb enough to  protect them during the heat of 

the day, especially when humidity is high.  (Guess what, 

we have been having mid-day humidity in the 50-60% 

range.  Not south Florida,  but by our standards, 

See: Editor’s Potting Bench, Page 4 

new occasionally. It's always rewarding.  

 

There will be a Board Meeting after the general meet-

ing.   

 

Tim Roby, President 

Refreshments, or Everyone Likes to Eat…But There Is No Free Lunch 

We all enjoy them-but we don’t all bring them.  Let’s remedy that. The Society only provides the drinks, ice and 

paper goods. 

 

If we wish to continue to have refreshments it is up to all the members to bring them and not leave it to some-

one else.  Think about it, at our most recent meeting Janice Krause decided to share, what she had bought for 

another occasion, with us.  If not for that, the refreshment table only had a small basket of chocolate covered 

cookies and some candy bars. Thanks Janice, we really enjoyed what you brought.   

 

So members, surprise us and share your favorite snack.   

 

Yolanda Brown, Refreshment coordinator   

Disa uniflora 
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muggy.).  So go with the flow… and be ready to 

switch back to morning watering when nights fi-

nally do cool off. 

 

Disa uniflora is a spectacular South African spe-

cies with a well-deserved reputation for being 

tricky to grow and easy to kill. Temperature isn’t 

the issue—they come from the area around Cape-

town, where the climate is temperate, rather 

similar to ours. However, they grow only in areas 

with flowing water—near streams, waterfalls, and 

seeps. They need pure water—according to 

Charles Baker, Total Dissolved Solids over 200 

ppm is fatal. And they like that water somewhat 

acidic, pH 5-6.  I think that I have finally found a 

setup that works within my cultural constraints.  

At least, this plant has survived for a year and a 

half, put out new growth, and just flowered for 

me for the first time.   I don’t have an RO system 

for watering (perhaps someday, though in gen-

eral, I’d rather grow orchids that will tolerate the water 

that I have, which isn’t all that bad)  I do have a small 

under-sink unit that produces very tasty drinking water, 

with a TDS of around 30 ppm.  I just take some of that, 

since once in the fountain, it circulates and just has to 

be topped off once or twice a week. That takes care of 

the solids level (pH is a little high, but that seems to be 

tolerated.) Now to get the water moving…  I got a small 

fountain pump (Home Depot) and have constructed a 

fountain-like “pond” for this plant.  Phragmipedium 

besseae likes those conditions too, and since I have 

room, those go into the fountain as well during the 

warmer months.  (In winter, they go into the green-

house… they put up with the water that they get, be-

cause they crave the warmer temperatures.) The con-

struction is very simple.  I got two plastic “bins”, 15” x 

24” x 6”.  In the bottom one, I place the pump.  In the 

top one, I drilled a  3/8” hole in the bottom, to just fit 

the plastic tube from the pump.  In one side of that 

same bin, I drilled two 1” holes starting about 1” from 

the bottom.  The top bin is offset from the bottom one 

2-3” so that the water outflow goes back into the bot-

tom bin; I use a piece of “egg crate” light fixture dif-

fuser to permit the top bin to be stable over the bottom 

one.  The pump tube neatly fits through one of the 

holes.  The little “fence” around the rig is made from 

plastic lattice—after having the plants (Disa and 

Phrags) dumped twice (probably by a raccoon or opos-

sum) I did this to “animal-proof” the arrangement, the 

front is open just to photograph.  The Disas are grow-

ing in pumice with a little sphagnum moss on top. 

Their pots sit in another pot containing a few stones, 

so that only about the bottom 1/2” of the pot is actu-

Editor’s Potting Bench, from Page 3 

Disa setup, front view 

Disa setup, top view showing outflow from pump 
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Calendar of Events 

* See flyer at www.socalorchidspecies.com, select the Events link 

 

 Newport Harbor Orchid Society Exotic Plant and Orchid Festival* 

August 22-24 

Westminster Mall 
 

 South Bay Orchid Society Show and Sale* 

September 20-21, 2014 (Sales Sat. 9-4 and Sun. 9-4, Show Sat 11-4 and Sun 9-4) 

South Coast Botanic Garden, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd., Palos Verdes 

Info: www.southbayorchidsociety.com 
 

 Fascination of Orchids International Show and Sale* 

September 27-28 

South Coast Plaza Village, 1631 Sunflower Ave, Santa Ana (Across from South Coast Plaza) 

Info:  www.ocorchidshow.com 

 

 San Diego International Orchid Fair 

October 4-5 

San Diego Botanic Garden, 230 Quail Gardens Dr., Encinitas 

Info: www.sdbgarden.org 

 

Roberta Fox, Editor 

ally submerged in the water. The roots can 

reach the water but also get air. 

 

Alas, now that I think I know how to grow these 

plants, I have found that the San Francisco 

grower from whom I got this and one other 

(also growing well although it hasn’t re-

bloomed) no longer sells them. I want try more…  A Google 

search did not turn up anybody who is selling this genus, so I 

asked on one of the forums if anybody knew who might have 

some.  Indeed, I was referred to a source who also has a web-

site with some excellent information.  Here is the link: http://

sarracenia.proboards.com/thread/806/disa-uniflora-hybrids-

guide-photos.  He will have some to sell in the fall, which is the 

ideal time to divide and plant them.  So stay tuned… I hope that 

this was not a one-time success.   

 

The species comes in a range of colors, from intense red to yel-

low and pink.  Since we don’t see many of these, and the flower 

is so intriguing, here  are some more views of it.  

 



These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

 Mr. Fertilizer 
Contact: Don Knipp 
247 23 St. 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627 
949 -548-2678 

 Ooi Leng Sun Orchids Nursery and 

Laboratory 
Contact: Benjamin Ooi 

ben@aaorchids.com 
Penang, Malaysia 
, www.aaorchids.com 

 OrchidWiz, LLC 
P.O. Box 270592  

Louisville, CO  80027-5009  
720-524-3774, www.orchidwiz.com 

 Outdoor Images 
Contact: John Remlinger 
6961 Livingston Dr 
Huntington Bch, CA 92648 
714-841-0442, www.orchidbasket.com 

 Paphanatics 
Contact: Norito Hasegawa 
159 Monterey Rd 
Orange, CA 92866 
714-639-1387 

 Patricia Rowland 
12446 S Georgian St 
Garden Grove, CA 92841 
714-892-3502 

 Phrao Orchids Nursery 
Contact: Katai 

katai2497@gmail.com 
Chiangmai, Thailand 
, www.facebook.com/Nursery.at.Phrao 

 rePotme.com Orchid Mixes and 

Supplies 
10608 Floral Park Lane 
North Potomac, MD 20878 
301-315-2344, www.repotme.com 

 Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 
1250 Orchid Dr 
Santa Barbara, CA 93111 
800-553-3387, www.sborchid.com 

 Seed Engei 
Contact: Satomi Kasahara 

seed_engei@yahoo.com 
1622 Moreno St 
Oceanside, CA 92054 

 Sorella Orchids 
Contact: Nenita Sorella 
100 Frenchys Cove #71 
Camarillo, CA 93012 
360-607-9342, 

www.sorellaorchids.com 

 Sunset Valley Orchids 
Contact: Fred Clarke 
1255 Navel Pl 
Vista, CA 92083 
760-639-6255, 

www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

 Andy's Orchids 
Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips 
734 Oceanview Ave 
Encinitas, CA 92024 
760-436-4235, www.andysorchids.com 

 Asbell Orchids 
Contact: Bob or Dan Asbell 
200 Orchid Lane 
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420 
805-550-5484 

 Cal-Orchid 
Contact: James Rose 
1251 Orchid Dr 
Santa Barbara, CA 93111 
805-967-1312, www.calorchid.com 

 Casa de las Orquideas 
Contact: Nancy Batchman 
170 S Nardo Av 
Solana Bch, CA 92075 
858-755-7572, www.orquideas.com 

 Diamond Orchids 
Contact: Peter Lin 
834 Featherwood Dr 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765 
909-396-0334, 

www.diamondorchids.com 

 Ecuagenera 
Contact: Ivan Portilla 
info@ecuagenera.com 
Cuenca, Ecuador 
, www.ecuagenera.com 

 Hatfield Orchids 
Contact: George Hatfield 
3793 Dufau Rd 
Oxnard, CA 93033 
805-901-0340, 

www.hatfieldorchids.com 

 Lico Orchids 
Contact: Lisa Humphreys & Nico 

Goossens 
309 Via Nancita 
Encinitas, CA 92024 
760-942-4143 

 Mariposa Garden 
Contact: Ron Hill 
6664 South St 
Lakewood, CA 90713 
562-920-5588, 

www.mariposagarden.com 


