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Meeting is 2nd Sunday of each month, at 2 PM 

October Auction starts at 1 PM!! 

Placentia Library 

411 E. Chapman Ave, Placentia 

Auction! Auction! 

Note the earlier starting time.  We will have lots of outstanding 

plants and orchid-related items for you to buy. This is the principal 

source of funds for the society — the proceeds support the speaker 

programs for the year. Come early to preview the plants, and then 

BID BID BID and go home with some wonderful treasures.   

 
Bidding makes people hungry, so any snacks that you might want to bring will 

be very welcome! 



From the Member’s Corner 
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Welcome to our guest Pam Neil, thank you for joining us, hope you got some good info from some members 

on your quest for greenhouse information.  Hope to see you at the auction next month.  Thank you to those 

who volunteered yesterday to help out at the auction, your contribution will be greatly appreciated.  Set up will 

begin at 11:00 AM; the library will have someone available to open up the room.  If you can’t make it to the 

auction but have plants or supplies to donate, please call or e-mail me, 714-991-8661 or egulrich@att.net; If 

you are planning to bring boxes to transport your plants, we would be happy to utilize them.  

 

Edie Gulrich, Membership Secretary 

Speaker’s Choice 

Pleurothallis pectinata inflorescence 

September speaker Roberta Fox selected Pleurothallis 

(Acianthera) pectinata, grown by Daniel Geiger, as her 

Speaker’s Choice.  The leaves of the plant hang like 

cups or bells.  But turn the leaves upward, and the in-

triguing inflorescence becomes visible.  Each leaf is 

capable of producing several infloresences in succes-

sion—the old ones are visible in the photographs.  

Thank you to Dan for providing the close-up photo-

graphs.  Dan grows this plant in an intermediate green-

house, with minimum temperature of around 55 deg. 

F.  Light is on the shady side. 

 

Pths. pectinata was originally discovered in Brazil, in 

the area around Rio de Janeiro. It has since been found in 

the states of São Paulo, Paraná, and Santa Catarina.  It is 

found at an elevation of around 1200 ft (370 m.)  Charles 

Baker, in Orchidwiz, gives temperature extremes of 92 deg F 

to 42 deg. F, but considering the latitude and elevation, it 

probably does grow best with a minimum temperature above 

50 deg. F.   
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I’m on vacation so no column this month.  See you at the auction! 

Darrell Lovell, President 

President’s Message 

Fall, and auction-itis  is setting in.  The Southern 

California Species Society auction is a highlight of 

the year for me, because it’s a chance to acquire 

some unique orchids.  In my capacity as “data man-

ager”, I am getting a sneak preview of the plants 

that are being donated.  I am drooling …  and it is 

still  early in the process.  When we get close to auc-

tion time I will be posting a preliminary list on our 

website (promised for Thursday October 11, but if I 

get the bulk of the information earlier, it could be a 

day or two sooner).  That’s a hint to those members 

who are planning to donate. You have your log 

sheets and labels, and I have sent you a spread-

sheet for recording your plants with the lot num-

bers.  Please send me those filled spreadsheets by 

email as soon as you have tagged your plants.  If 

you prepare the list electronically, no need to fill out 

the manual log sheets.   For everyone, remember 

that we’re starting at 1 PM, so come a bit early to 

look over the plants. Bring a snack to share if you’d 

like.  Then, our auctioneer extraordinaire Peter Lin 

will take over.  And you will go home with some new 

treasures. 

The auction is not the only way to share plants with 

other members.  It’s the main one for October, but 

in other months, we also give members an opportu-

nity to sell their excess plants and divisions at silent 

auction.  For that, the member and the club share 

in the proceeds .  And sometimes members just 

Editor’s Potting Bench 

trade with each other.  All of these approaches let one 

add some very interesting plants, often large mature 

ones, to their collections.  Last April, when the meeting 

was at my house, Jan Hennessey offered divisions of her 

big, prolific Stanhopea wardii.  (Picture is on the website, 

under August)  I was fortunate enough to acquire one of 

them.  And WOW!  The plant has produced three spikes.  

The first one just opened, with five flowers.  Big, fragrant 

yellow flowers that opened while I was watching.  While 

many orchids open slowly, over a period of days. Stan-

hopeas open with a pop and a burst of perfume, in min-

See: Editor’s Potting Bench, Page 4 

AUCTION REMINDER:  The October auction will take place in the patio outside the meeting room, as it has 

in the past.  The auction will start at 1 PM  (an hour earlier than the regular meeting) to allow us enough time 

to sell all of those wonderful items.) 

AUCTION ITEM PREVIEW:   Check website http://socalorchidspecies.com  for  a preliminary list of auction do-

nations we have received.  This will be posted starting on Thursday, October 11 , and will be updated as we 

get new items up to Sunday morning.  Start your “Wish List”!  Then, come early and check out the plants, 

since we always get some more right up to auction time.  

Stanhopea wardii 
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Roberta Fox, Editor 

Editor’s Potting Bench , from Page 3 

utes.  Usually my Stanhopeas open in the early morn-

ing, so that I have buds the evening before, and 

wake up to open flowers.   This one waited until the 

sun warmed it a bit, in mid-morning.  It took about 

15 minutes from the first one to open fully to the 

last.  And over the next few weeks,  I’ll get this treat 

twice more.  This genus does not make it to meet-

ings often, since the flowers typically only last a few 

days.  That being the case, you’ll have to just enjoy 

the pictures, unless you were one of the other lucky 

people to acquire one of these plants, in which case 

you’ll have your own fun with it. 

Our prolonged hot, humid summer  has played crazy 

games with my orchids.  I was delighted to see that 

Maxillaria huebschii had at least a dozen spikes…. 

and then watched in dismay as they turned brown 

and dropped their buds.  The plant looked healthy, 

but I was concerned that something drastic was hap-

pening.  I bought it from Andy Phillips, so I sent him 

an email seeking advice about what might be going 

amiss.  He responded that the recent hot spell was 

very likely the culprit.  I think I may get two or three 

flowers… there’s always next year.   The buds blasted 

on Lemboglossum rossii, I suspect the same issue, 

since that one is a relatively cool-grower.  Plants 

from the tropic latitudes at higher altitudes can take 

a fair amount of daytime heat, but not having the usual 

cool nights may make them unhappy.  I can only agree 

with them.  I don’t like warm nights either. On the other 

hand, there have been rewards.  Cattleya harrisoniana 

alba (which might  actually be C. loddigesii, or a hybrid of 

the two) normally blooms for me in early spring, which it 

did.  And it is blooming again. These two species may  ac-

tually be varieties of the same one.  Their ranges in Brazil 

are adjacent, and where they overlap, speciation is am-

biguous, and subject of heated debate among experts.    A 

hybrid of spring  and fall blooming orchids may produce 

twice-a-year blooming, but it could also be a reaction to the 

unusual warmth.  I have a Cattleya intermedia which is 

definitely a species and definitely a spring bloomer that is 

in sheath again.  Whether the sheaths progress to a sec-

ond batch of flowers remains to be seen.   

 

 

Stanhopea wardii 

Cattleya harrisoniana alba  (aff.) 
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Calendar of Events 

* See flyer at www.socalorchidspecies.com, select the Events link 
 

 

 Fascination of Orchids Show and Sale* 

September 29-30, 10 AM—5 PM 

South Coast Plaza Village 

Northeast corner of Sunflower and Bear, across from South Coast Plaza 

Info: www.ocorchidshow.com or 949-735-2930 

 

 San Diego International Orchid Fair 

October 6-7, 9 AM—5 PM Saturday, 9 AM—4 PM Sunday 

San Diego Botanic Garden, 230 Quail Gardens Drive , Encinitas, CA 

Info:  www.sdbgarden.org/orchid.htm or 760-436-3036  

 

 Southern California Orchid Species Society Annual Auction  (THAT’S US!!)* 

October 14, 2012  - Preview Starts 12:30 PM, Auction at 1 PM  (note earlier time!) 

Placentia Library, 411 E. Chapman, Placentia 

Info:  www.socalorchidspecies.com 

 

 Southland Orchid Show 

October 19-21 

Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical Gardens, San Marino, California 

 

 Orchid Society of Santa Barbara Show and Sale* 

November 17-18, Saturday 10-5, Sunday 10-3 

Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History, 2599 Puesta del Sol Rd, Santa Barbara 

Info:  www.orchidsb.com or fmorchids@hotmail.com 

 

Malillaria huebschii  (wait ‘till next year…) 



These vendors have generously supported our Society at the last Auction, and throughout the year.  

Please support them with your business.  When you visit them, let them know that you are a member of 

our society.  They need to know that our Society supports them. 

 Orange County Farm Supply 
Contact: Chris Roy 
1826 W Chapman Av 
Orange, CA 92868 
714-978-6500, 

www.ocfarmsupply.com 

 OrchidWiz 
145 NE 95th Street 
Miami Shores, FL 33138 
305-758-3596, 

www.orchidwiz.com 

 Outdoor Images 
Contact: John Remlinger 
6961 Livingston Dr 
Huntington Bch, CA 92648 
714-841-0442, 

www.orchidbasket.com 

 Paphanatics 
Contact: Norito Hasegawa 
159 Monterey Rd 
Orange, CA 92866 
714-639-1387 

 rePotme.com Orchid Mixes 

and Supplies 
10608 Floral Park Lane 
North Potomac, MD 20878 
301-315-2344, 

www.repotme.com 

 Rex Foster Orchids 
Contact: Billy Baker 
2645 Massachusetts Ave 
Lemon Grove, CA 92945 
619-466-0605, 

www.rexfosterorchids.com 

 Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 
Contact: Alice & Parry Gripp 
1250 Orchid Dr 
Santa Barbara, CA 93111 
800-553-3387, 

www.sborchid.com 

 Seed Engei 
Contact: Satomi Kasahara 
1622 Moreno St 
Oceanside, CA 92054 

 Sunset Valley Orchids 
Contact: Fred Clarke 
1255 Navel Pl 
Vista, CA 92083 
760-639-6255, 

www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

  

The Rowland Collection 
Contact: Pat Rowland 
12446 S Georgian St 
Garden Grove, CA 92841 
714-892-3502 

  

 Andy's Orchids 
Contact: Andy & Harry Phillips 
734 Oceanview Ave 
Encinitas, CA 92024 
760-436-4235, 

www.andysorchids.com 

 Cal-Orchid 
Contact: James Rose 
1251 Orchid Dr 
Santa Barbara, CA 93111 
805-967-1312, 

www.calorchid.com 

 Cal-West Tropical Supply 
Contact: Brad & Ryan Wicks 
11614 Sterling Av 
Riverside, CA 92503 
951-351-1880, 

www.calwesttropical.com 

 Casa de las Orquideas 
Contact: Loren Batchman 
170 S Nardo Av 
Solana Bch, CA 92075 
858-755-7572, 

www.orquideas.com 

 Diamond Orchids 
Contact: Peter Lin 
834 Featherwood Dr 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765 
909-396-0334, 

www.diamondorchids.com 

 Ecuagenera 
Contact: Ivan Portilla 
PO Box 01011110 
Cuenca, Ecuador 
www.ecuagenera.com 

 Lico Orchids 
Contact: Lisa Humphries & Nico 

Goosens 
309 Via Nancita 
Encinitas, CA 92024 
760-942-4143 

 Marcel's 
Contact: Sonora Winward 
5133 Kildee St. 
Long Beach, CA 90808 
562-843-5951 

 Mariposa Garden 
Contact: Ron Hill 
6664 South St 
Lakewood, CA 90713 
562-920-5588, 

www.mariposagarden.com 


