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President’s Message  

June 2007   

I want to thank everyone who attended last month’s meeting in our temporary location.  I thought the group 
would be small, but we had a great turn out and a really great selection of blooming plants that the members 
brought for judging.  This was Russ Nichols first meeting as the new Chair of Ribbon Judging and he really 
had his hands full.  Congratulations to Russ and the entire crew for a great beginning.   

I am also pleased to report that the Long Beach Department of Parks and Recreation has approved our 
monthly meeting contract for the next year beginning July, 2007 and running through June, 2008.  The best 
news is our monthly fees have NOT been increased over the period of this contract!  I want to extend a special 
thank you to the members of this group who helped make this happen thru the City of Long Beach!  I know 
Dennis will be publishing the meeting schedule for the next 12 months as soon as he can fit in a news letter. 
(See below)   

Our Society has been extended an invitation to attend a “member’s only” barbecue at Hatfield Orchids in 
Oxnard on August 25th.  This will be a joint outing with the Newport Harbor Orchid Society and Hatfield’s 
will provide the Barbecue lunch at no charge with plenty of special prices and some new Orchid releases just 
for this group.  Please let myself or one of the other officers know if you have an interest in order that we may 
arrive at a total headcount.   

Also, please let me know if you have the skills and time to take over the Webmaster duties for our Society.  
I have tried to keep it going over the past couple of years, but not very successfully.  We have Zero budget for 
this task and I could use some help.  That’s it for now.  

Have a great month.  I look forward to seeing you at the next meeting.  

Jim Miller 

Snails and Slugs - Be Gone  

     Caffeine is an excellent pesticide for snails 
and slugs.  The use rate is about 2-3% solution 
in water.  That's about 1 1/2 - 2oz. per gallon of 
spray.  My research (source is the F.D.A.) tells 
me that the spray is safe around pets and even 
children.  Caffeine breaks down rapidly in the 
garden, lasting only about 3 days.  The by-
products are harmless.  It doesn't appear to harm 
beneficial critters like incarsia wasps or 
bees.  Nope, it's not effective on ants.  It kills 
snails and slugs by rapidly paralyzing their nerv-
ous systems.  We water it into the pots directly 
after spraying the plants.  You have to search the 
net a bit to find "reasonable" prices.  It's still a 
bit on the expensive side.  I figure it costs about 
$25 to spray your yard.  Often we can go for two 
years between sprays.  It gets them all....         

Provided by member Whitney France 

South Coast Orchid Society  
Monthly Meeting Dates           

Note: dates are subject to change from L.B. Parks Dept. 
Always check current newsletter to confirm date. 

2007 2008

23 - July 28 - January
27 - August 25 - February
24 - September 24 - March
22 - October 28 - April
26 - November 19 - May
17 - December 23 - June
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May Meeting  

Speaker Don DeLano     

Orchids on the Ribbon 
      Judging Table         

(Thanks to Kathy Smith for 
        all these pictures.)       


